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Statement on National Medal of Honor Day
March 25, 2009

We are grateful to all those who wear the
uniform of our Armed Forces and serve and
sacrifice on behalf of our great Nation. Mem-
bers of our Armed Forces hold themselves to
the highest standards and set an example of re-
sponsibility to one another and to the country
that should inspire all Americans to serve a
purpose greater than themselves. Today we
pay our respect to those who distinguished
themselves conspicuously by gallantry and in-
trepidity at the risk of life above and beyond
the call of duty, the recipients of the Medal of
Honor. 

Since it was first awarded during the Civil
War to the current battlefields of Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, Medal of Honor recipients have
displayed tremendous courage, an unfailing
determination to succeed, and a humbling
willingness to make the ultimate sacrifice. It is

telling that so many Medal of Honor recipients
received the award posthumously. These sol-
diers, sailors, airmen, marines, and coast
guardsman embody the best of American val-
ues and ideals. 

Medal of Honor recipients are the foremost
example of greatness in service and sacrifice.
Their bravery and humble strength continues
to reassure our Nation of the strength of its
character and ideals even in these difficult
times. We owe these heroes a debt of grati-
tude that our Nation can never fully repay. So
it is on this day that we salute that fact and cel-
ebrate their lives and heroic actions that have
placed them amongst the bravest of the brave.
We must never forget their sacrifice and will
always keep the fallen and their families in our
thoughts and prayers.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser
March 25, 2009

Thank you, everybody. Thank you. Please,
everybody, have a seat. Thank you. Thank you
so much. Now, first of all, I want to thank all
the attendees, and Jane Stetson, the DNC na-
tional finance chair, and Andy Tobias, who is
the DNC treasurer. Both of them have done
so much already for the party. We’re grateful
for them.

I want to thank my great friend Tim Kaine.
He’s being a little modest when he says he en-
dorsed me early. He endorsed me before just
about anybody else outside of Illinois en-
dorsed me, on the steps in Richmond, the for-
mer seat of the Confederacy, back in February
of 2007, at a time when not many people gave
me a chance. And, Tim, we are just extraordi-
narily grateful for you, for the exceptional
leadership that you’re already showing not just
in Virginia, but now as a strong and steady
hand at the DNC.

And one of the things I’m most excited
about with Tim is that he understands this is
not about top-down politics, this is about bot-
tom-up politics. And part of the reason I was
so excited to have him be part of the DNC is
he understood that what matters ultimately is
how well we are mobilizing the American peo-
ple to take charge of this democracy. And
that’s what he’s stood for all his life; that’s what
he’s standing for now.

I want to thank all the members of the na-
tional finance committee and the mid-Atlantic
finance committee in this room who have been
there every step of the way for more than 2
years now. Without you, I would not be stand-
ing here today as President. And so I’m ex-
traordinarily grateful.

And I’m grateful to all of you at the Demo-
cratic National Committee and Organizing for
America—OFA—for your efforts to share our
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