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Timothy F. Geithner; Prime Minister Gordon
Brown of the United Kingdom; and U.S.
Special Envoy for Middle East Peace George J.
Mitchell. Some reporters referred to State
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Attorney General Andrew M. Cuomo of New
York; and Prime Minister-designate Benjamin
Netanyahu and Foreign Minister-designate
Avigdor Lieberman of Israel.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Secretary General Jakob Gijsbert “Jaap”
de Hoop Scheffer of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization

March 25, 2009

President Obama. Hello, everybody.

Secretary General de Hoop Scheffer. Hello,
good morning.

President Obama. Hey, how are you doing?
Well, everybody set up? I want to welcome the
Secretary General. We just had an outstanding
meeting. He has been a strong leader of NATO
and we are very grateful for the service that he’s
provided. He’s a great friend to the United
States.

You know, we are about to celebrate the 60th
anniversary of NATO at a summit in both
France and Germany. It is a testimony to the
strength of the transatlantic alliance, a testimo-
ny to the effectiveness of NATO in creating sta-
bility and peace and prosperity, laying the
groundwork for so much that has taken place
over the last several years.

We have a set of challenges that require
NATO to shift from the 20th century to the 21st
century—issues of terrorism, failed states, nu-
clear proliferation—a whole host of new chal-
lenges, as well as the traditional role that NATO
has played in preserving the territorial integrity
of NATO members.

And at this summit—the Secretary General
and I have been discussing the agenda for the
summit. We are confident that we can create a
process whereby NATO, which is already
strong, becomes stronger, where we become
even more effective in coordinating our efforts
in Afghanistan. As many of you know, we’re in
the process, this administration, of going
through an evaluation, a strategic review of our
approach to Afghanistan. And we expect to
share that with our NATO counterparts. We've
been in close consultation with them, and we
believe that we are going to be able to ensure
that the NATO members who have made so
many sacrifices and have been working so hard

already are reinvigorated and that the coordina-
tion that’s going to be taking place will make it
even more effective for us as we complete a
successful NATO mission.

We've also discussed the role that NATO
plays with respect to Russia and how this ad-
ministration, my administration, is seeking are-
set of the relationship with Russia, but in a way
that’s consistent with NATO membership and
consistent with the need to send a clear signal
throughout Europe that we are going to contin-
ue to abide by the central belief that countries
who seek and aspire to join NATO are able to
join NATO.

And finally, T thanked the Secretary General
for his outstanding service. He is coming to the
end of his tenure. I told him that he’s a young
man, so he’s going to have to find something
else to do, because he’s an extraordinary talent.
But he still has a lot of work in NATO to do just
to get us through what is going to be a historic
summit. And so I'm very grateful to him for tak-
ing the time to travel here.

Secretary General de Hoop Scheffer. Many
thanks, Mr. President. For me, of course, it was
a pleasure to meet the President of the United
States, President Obama, for the first time here
in the Oval Office in the run up, indeed, to the
NATO summit in the beginning of April, so less
than 2 weeks away in Strasbourg and Kehl, in
France and Germany, in the heart of Europe,
by the way, which is an interesting place to cele-
brate NATO’s 60th anniversary.

But as the President already said, celebrating
your 60th anniversary should not only be back
to look at your successes, but also look ahead.
And in Afghanistan, there are still major chal-
lenges. Many things are going right, but many
things are not going right. We are, of course,
waiting the results of the review going on in the
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United States of America, very relevant for the
other allies, very relevant for NATO, and that
review will certainly be discussed at the sum-
mit, Afghanistan being NATO’s most impor-
tant operational priority.

NATO’s future will be discussed as well.
The question: Is NATO going to have a new
strategic concept, which brings to the surface a
number of questions President Obama already
spoke about—NATO’s expeditionary capabili-
ties, never forgetting NATO’s core function,
the integrity of the NATO territory, NATO’s
relations with Russia. We have many things on
which we disagree, but NATO needs Russia
and Russia needs NATO, so let’s work on the
things we agree on, and let’s not hide our dis-
agreements and let us realize that also this re-
lationship can and in my opinion should be
strengthened.

So it’s a full plate at the summit, from Af-
ghanistan to NATO-Russia to NATO’s future.
We'll greet, hopefully, two new mem-

bers—NATO’s door is open—Albania and
Croatia in the family of democratic nations.
And as President Obama said a moment ago,
NATO’s door will stay open for new members
if they perform—if they fulfill the criteria.

And I'm quite sure that President Obama’s
administration, as we discussed in the past 45
minutes, is and will be a staunch supporter of
the North Atlantic Alliance, because it was and
is and will stay, Mr. President, a unique alli-
ance, bringing the United States of America,
Canada, and the European allies together. So
it was a privilege to talk to the President.
Thank you very much indeed, sir.

President Obama. Thank you.

Secretary General de Hoop Scheffer. Thank

ou.

g President Obama. Thank you very much.
Thank you, guys.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:33 a.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House.

Remarks at a Celebration of Greek Independence Day

March 25, 2009

President Obama. Thank you. Well, what a
great honor. I will tell Michelle that I've been
compared to Alexander the Great. [Laughter]
I will see whether that gets me a little more re-
spect—[laughter]—at home. She knows she’s
still the boss.

Your Eminence, it is a great honor to have
you here. And I want to mention a few others
who are here that deserve acknowledgment.
Father Alex Karloutsos—Father Alex, where
did you go? There he is. The Greek Minister
of Justice is here. Where—there he is. Dendi-
as—did I say that properly? We also have the
Greek Ambassador Mallias, and we have the
Cypriot Ambassador Kakouris.

Thank you all. And T see a lot of good
friends, a few from Chicago; we've got the
Chicago contingent in the house. Wonderful
supporters, great friends of mine, welcome to
the White House.

It is a great honor to be here with His Emi-
nence as we mark the 10th anniversary since
he became Archbishop. And it is a privilege to
join all of you as we celebrate the contribu-
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tions of Greece and those of Greek heritage to
this country and to the world.

Today we commemorate the 188th anniver-
sary of Greek independence, and we reaffirm
a bond between our two nations born through
struggle but also through shared ideals. It is a
bond that’s on display today in towns and cities
across the United States. In Chicago, we have
a thriving Greek American community cen-
tered around a neighborhood known as Greek-
town. There’s a parade marking independence
each year. In fact, at this very moment, you
might find young people in Chicago’s streets
paying tribute to their Greek heritage by wear-
ing the traditional foustanellas. [Laughter] 1
notice some of you aren’t dressed appropriate-
ly. [Laughter] T haven’t seen any around the
White House today, but I'm keeping an eye
out.

Audience member. Maybe next year.

President Obama. Next year? Alexi, where’s
yours? [Laughter] Because, as you know, there
are many proud Greek Americans in my ad-
ministration.
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