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The President’s Weekly Address
March 21, 2009

Last week, I spent a few days in California
talking with ordinary Americans in town halls
and in the places where they work. We talked
about their struggles, and we talked about
their hopes. At the end of the day, these men
and women weren’t as concerned with the
news of the day in Washington as they were
about the very real and very serious challenges
their families face every day: whether they’ll
have a job and a paycheck to count on; wheth-
er they’ll be able to pay their medical bills or
afford college tuition; whether they’ll be able
to leave their children a world that’s safer and
more prosperous than the one we have now. 

Those are the concerns I heard about in
California. They are the concerns I’ve heard
about in letters from people throughout this
country for the last 2 years, and they are the
concerns addressed in the budget I sent to
Congress last month. 

With the magnitude of the challenges we
face, I don’t just view this budget as numbers
on a page or a laundry list of programs. It’s an
economic blueprint for our future, a vision of
America where growth is not based on real es-
tate bubbles or overleveraged banks, but on a
firm foundation of investments in energy, edu-
cation, and health care that will lead to a real
and lasting prosperity. 

These investments are not a wish list of pri-
orities that I picked out of thin air, they are a
central part of a comprehensive strategy to
grow this economy by attacking the very prob-
lems that have dragged it down for too long:
the high cost of health care and our depen-
dence on foreign oil; our education deficit and
our fiscal deficit. 

Now, as the House and the Senate take up
this budget next week, the specific details and
dollar amounts in this budget will undoubtedly
change; that’s a normal and healthy part of the
process. But when all is said and done, I ex-
pect a budget that meets four basic principles. 

First, it must reduce our dependence on
dangerous foreign oil and finally put this Na-
tion on a path to a clean, renewable energy fu-
ture. There is no longer a doubt that the jobs

and industries of tomorrow will involve har-
nessing renewable sources of energy. The only
question is whether America will lead that fu-
ture. I believe we can and we will, and that’s
why we’ve proposed a budget that makes clean
energy the profitable kind of energy, while in-
vesting in technologies like wind power and
solar power, advanced biofuels, clean coal, and
fuel-efficient cars and trucks that can be built
right here in America. 

Second, this budget must renew our Na-
tion’s commitment to a complete and compet-
itive education for every American child. In
this global economy, we know the countries
that out-educate us today will outcompete us
tomorrow, and we know that our students are
already falling behind their counterparts in
places like China. That is why we have pro-
posed investments in childhood education
programs that work, in high standards and ac-
countability for our schools, in rewards for
teachers who succeed, and in affordable col-
lege education for anyone who wants to go. It
is time to demand excellence from our schools
so that we can finally prepare our workforce
for a 21st century economy. 

Third, we need a budget that makes a
serious investment in health care reform,
reform that will bring down costs, ensure
quality, and guarantee people their choice of
doctors and hospitals. Right now, there are
millions of Americans where just one illness or
medical emergency away from bankruptcy.
There are businesses that have been forced to
close their doors or ship jobs overseas because
they can’t afford insurance. Medicare costs are
consuming our Federal budget; Medicaid is
overwhelming our State budgets. So to those
who say we have to choose between health
care reform and fiscal discipline, I say that
making investments now that will dramatically
lower health care costs for everyone won’t add
to our budget deficit in the long term; it is one
of the best ways to reduce it. 

Finally, this budget must reduce that deficit
even further. With the fiscal mess we’ve inher-
ited and the cost of this financial crisis, I’ve
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proposed a budget that cuts our deficit in half
by the end of my first term. That’s why we are
scouring every corner of the budget and have
proposed $2 trillion in deficit reductions over
the next decade. In total, our budget would
bring discretionary spending for domestic pro-
grams as a share of the economy to its lowest
level in nearly half a century. And we will con-
tinue making these tough choices in the months
and years ahead so that as our economy recov-
ers, we do what we must to bring down this def-
icit. 

I’ll be discussing each of these principles next
week, as Congress takes up the important work
of debating this budget. I realize there are those
who say these plans are too ambitious to enact.
To that I say that the challenges we face are too

large to ignore. I didn’t come here to pass on
our problems to the next President or the next
generation; I came here to solve them. 

The American people sent us here to get
things done, and at this moment of great chal-
lenge, they are watching and waiting for us to
lead. Let’s show them that we are equal to the
task before us, and let’s pass a budget that puts
this Nation on the road to lasting prosperity. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 5:30 p.m. on March 20 in the Library at
the White House for broadcast on March 21.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on March 20 but was em-
bargoed for release until 6 a.m. on March 21.

Statement on France’s Decision to Participate in the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization Military Command
March 21, 2009

I enthusiastically welcome the decision made
by French President Nicolas Sarkozy to fully re-
integrate France into the NATO alliance. Presi-
dent Sarkozy’s leadership has been essential
and is much appreciated. France is a founding
member of NATO and has been a strong con-
tributor to NATO missions throughout the alli-
ance’s history. France’s full participation in the
NATO military command structure will further
contribute to a stronger alliance and a stronger
Europe. The NATO alliance has been the cor-
nerstone of transatlantic security for the past 60

years. The United States is committed to its
success and knows that it is through close coop-
eration with allies and partners that we can
overcome our most difficult challenges. In this
context, I also welcome the further strengthen-
ing of European defense capabilities. During
my upcoming visit to France and Germany for
the 60th anniversary NATO summit, I look for-
ward to discussing ways to ensure that our
strengthened alliance, with France as a full par-
ticipant in all its structures, will be as important
in the 21st century as it was in the 20th century.

Memorandum on Deferred Enforced Departure for Liberians
March 20, 2009

Memorandum for the Secretary of Homeland
Security

Subject: Deferred Enforced Departure for Li-
berians

Since 1991, the United States has provided
safe haven for Liberians who were forced to
flee their country as a result of armed conflict
and widespread civil strife, in part through
granting Temporary Protected Status (TPS).

The armed conflict ended in 2003 and condi-
tions improved such that TPS ended effective
October 1, 2007. President Bush then deferred
the enforced departure of the Liberians origi-
nally granted TPS. That grant of Deferred En-
forced Departure (DED) expires on March 31,
2009. I have determined that there are compel-
ling foreign policy reasons to extend DED to
those Liberians presently residing in the United
States under the existing grant of DED. 
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