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experience, and has my complete confidence.
Standing alongside Secretary Clinton and Am-
bassador Rice, his appointment is a strong sig-
nal of my administration’s commitment to sup-
port the people of Sudan, while seeking a last-
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ing settlement to the violence that has claimed
so many innocent lives.

NOTE: The statement referred to Secretary of
State Hillary Rodham Clinton; and Ambassador
Susan E. Rice, U.S. Permanent Representative
to the United Nations.

Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Legislation to Encourage

Voluntarism
March 18, 2009

I'm pleased that the House of Representa-
tives has passed the bipartisan GIVE Act, legis-
lation to usher in a new era of service in this
new century. I want to applaud all those who
have worked so hard to see this bill through the
House, and I am eager to see the companion
legislation, the Serve America Act, passed
through the Senate so I can sign it into law.

This legislation will help create new opportu-
nities for millions of Americans to serve their
communities and help us meet our most press-
ing challenges, from rebuilding our schools to
providing opportunity for those in need, from
helping America’s veterans to helping get us on
the path to energy independence. At this mo-

ment of economic crisis, when so many people
are in need of help and so much needs to be
done, this could not be more urgent.

We know that government alone is not the
answer to the challenges we face. It will take all
of us taking our share of responsibility. And
while government can provide the opportuni-
ties to give back to our communities, as I hope
it will through this legislation, it is up to each
and every citizen to seize those opportunities. It
is up to every one of us to do his or her small
part to make the world a better place.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 1388.

Remarks at Southern California Edison’s Electric Vehicle Technical Center in

Pomona, California
March 19, 2009

The President. Thank you, guys. Thank you.
Please, everybody have a seat. Well, first of all,
Levon, what a wonderful story. I can tell you're
a great dad, and Alex is lucky to have you.

I want to make some additional acknowledg-
ments. We've got a lot of dignitaries here, peo-
ple who were helpful in helping to pull this to-
gether. First of all, the Congresswoman from
this district, Grace Napolitano, there she is
right there. We've got Senator Gloria Negrete
McLeod. Did I pronounce that properly? No?
Why don’t you help me out?

Senator Gloria Negrete McLeod. Negrete
McLeod.

The President. Negrete McLeod—so nice to
see you. Assemblywoman Norma Torres, Sena-
tor Christine Kehoe, good to see you; Senator

Ron Calderon. We've got the mayor of Long
Beach, Mayor Bob Foster is here; we've got the
mayor of Pomona, Mayor Elliott Rothman.
We've got Village Academy High School stu-
dents who are here—in the house. Ted Craver,
who is the CEO of Edison International, is
here, and just helped us on the tour. Go ahead
and stand. Thank you, Ted. We've got Al
Fohrer, who is the CEO of Southern California
Edison, who is here. We have Ed Kjaer, who
just gave me the tour, right here; Pat Lavin,
business manager, IBEW Local 47.

Thank you all for taking the time to be here.
And it is good to be back in California. It’s al-
ways nice to get out of Washington for a little
bit, recharge your batteries. [Laughter] You
know a little bit about that here. [Laughter] 1
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