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The President. I broke a sweat. [Laughter]
Q. You didn’t break a sweat. [Laughter]
The President. Thank you, guys. Appreciate

it. Take care.

NOTE: The interview began at 2:05 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his
remarks, the President referred to Ambassa-
dor Daniel Fried, Assistant Secretary of State
for Europe and Eurasian Affairs, in his capaci-
ty as Special Envoy for the Guantanamo Bay
detention facility closure; Gov. Theodore
Strickland of Ohio; White House Press Secre-
tary Robert L. Gibbs; Mayor R.T. Rybak of
Minneapolis, MN; Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development Shaun L.S. Donovan;

Secretary of Homeland Security Janet A. Na-
politano; W. Craig Fugate, Administrator-des-
ignate, Federal Emergency Management
Agency; Gov. Haley R. Barbour of Mississippi;
former Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida; and Secre-
tary of the Treasury Timothy F. Geithner. Re-
porters referred to Secretary of Agriculture
Thomas J. Vilsack; President Felipe de Jesus
Calderon Hinojosa of Mexico; Gov. J. Richard
Perry of Texas; and R. Gil Kerlikowske, Direc-
tor, White House Office of National Drug
Control Policy. The transcript was released by
the Office of the Press Secretary on March 12.
Audio was not available for verification of the
content of this interview.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Iran
March 11, 2009

To the Congress of the United States: 

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its decla-
ration, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a no-
tice stating that the emergency is to continue
in effect beyond the anniversary date. In ac-
cordance with this provision, I have sent the
enclosed notice to the Federal Register for
publication, stating that the Iran emergency
declared on March 15, 1995, is to continue in
effect beyond March 15, 2009.

The crisis between the United States and
Iran resulting from the actions and policies of
the Government of Iran that led to the decla-
ration of a national emergency on March 15,
1995, has not been resolved. The actions and

policies of the Government of Iran are con-
trary to the interests of the United States in
the region and pose a continuing unusual and
extraordinary threat to the national security,
foreign policy, and economy of the United
States. For these reasons, I have determined
that it is necessary to continue the national
emergency declared with respect to Iran and
maintain in force comprehensive sanctions
against Iran to respond to this threat.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
March 11, 2009.

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on March 12. The
notice of March 11 is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Remarks at the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Implementation
Conference
March 12, 2009

Hello, everybody. Please have a seat. I’ve
got my Illinois contingent over here. Please,
everybody have a seat. Thank you so much.

I just wanted to stop by and say hello. I
know that you heard from Joe Biden at the top
of this session, and I wanted to let you know
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that we are very grateful to all of you for taking
the time to come. We hope that this is being a
productive session. And I want to emphasize
that all of you are at the frontlines of what is
probably the most important task that we have
in this country over the next couple of years,
and that’s getting the economy started again.

I think all of you in your respective roles are
hearing stories of people who are going through
extraordinary hardship in your respective
States. And we passed this American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act because we strongly be-
lieve that this is an opportunity not only to deal
with the immediate crisis, but also to lay the
foundations for long-term growth and prosperi-
ty in this country.

And, you know, the American people are be-
hind what we’re doing. And the question then
becomes, are we going to be able to deliver for
them? They are going to be watching very care-
fully. And there are those who believe that Gov-
ernment doesn’t have a role to play in this re-
covery. There are those who believe that we
should be focusing exclusively on Wall Street
when it comes to this crisis, and that we don’t
have time to worry about infrastructure, and we
don’t have time to worry about our health sys-
tems, and we don’t have time to think about
how we’re going to improve our educational
systems.

And all of you, what you do in the coming
weeks and coming months, over the next couple
of years is going to make a huge difference in
whether or not the trust that the American peo-
ple have placed in us is justified.

So my main message to all of you is, I think
you’re up to the task; I think you guys will do
extraordinary work with using these precious
tax dollars that the American people have given
up in order to deliver on the kind of economic
growth—short-term and long-term—and job
creation that’s going to be so important.

But we’re going to need to work really hard,
and we’re going to have to make sure that every
single dollar is well spent. We’ve got to go above
and beyond what I think is the typical ways of
doing business in order to make sure that the
American people get the help that they need
and that our economy gets the boost that it
needs.

And so I’ve said before—I know Joe empha-
sized this to you earlier—if we see money being
misspent, we’re going to put a stop to it, and we
will call it out, and we will publicize it. On the
other hand, if the money is being spent as it
needs to be spent, to rebuild our roads and our
bridges and our schools and making sure that
we are putting in place the kinds of infrastruc-
ture foundations that are necessary for econom-
ic growth over the long term, then I think all of
us will benefit and our voters and our constitu-
ents, the people we work for, are going to be ex-
traordinarily grateful.

So you’ve got this wonderful mission, and,
you know, it’s rare where you get a chance to
put your shoulder to the wheel of history and
move it in a better direction. This is such an op-
portunity. I think—I hope all of you seize it. I
know this is very tough work because you’ve got
a lot of money coming out quickly, it’s got to be
spent wisely, you don’t always have the infra-
structure, the organizational structures to ac-
commodate all this stuff right away, and you’re
going to have to build that and do so in record
time.

But looking around, you guys look like pretty
capable people. So I have great confidence in
you, and I think you’re going to do a wonderful
job. We appreciate you. Good luck. And I’ll be
seeing you at some ribbon cuttings. All right.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:10 a.m. in
Room 450 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Exec-
utive Office Building. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Vice President Joe Biden.

Remarks at the National Defense University
March 12, 2009

Thank you, General Wilson, for the wonder-
ful introduction and your hospitality. Thank you

to Secretary Gates and Admiral Mullen for the
extraordinary service that they render to this


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T09:44:46-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




