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Zimbabwe and other persons to undermine
Zimbabwe’s democratic processes or institu-
tions has not been resolved. These actions and
policies pose a continuing unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the foreign policy of the
United States. For these reasons, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to continue this na-
tional emergency and to maintain in force the
sanctions to respond to this threat.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
March 3, 2009.

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on March 4. The
notice of March 3 is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Message to the Congress Certifying Exports to the People’s Republic of

China
March 3, 2009

To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with the provisions of section
1512 of the Strom Thurmond National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1999
(Public Law 105-261), T hereby certify to the
Congress that the export of two environmental
chambers to be used to test automotive parts is
not detrimental to the U.S. space launch in-
dustry, and that the material and equipment,
including any indirect technical benefit that
could be derived from this export, will not

Remarks on Government Contracting

March 4, 2009

Good morning. Even if these were the best
of times, budget reform would be long over-
due in Washington, and we have here some
folks who have been working on these issues
for a long time. But these are far from the best
of times. By any measure, my administration
inherited a fiscal disaster. When we walked in
the door, we found a budget deficit of $1.3 tril-
lion, the largest in American history. And this
fiscal burden has been compounded by the
most severe economic crisis since the Great
Depression. It’s a crisis that requires us to take
swift and aggressive action to put Americans
back to work and to make the long-delayed in-
vestments in energy, health care, and educa-
tion that can build a new foundation for
growth.

As we get our economy moving, we must al-
so turn the tide on an era of fiscal irresponsi-
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measurably improve the missile or space
launch capabilities of the People’s Republic of
China.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
March 3, 2009.

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on March 4.

bility so that we can sustain our recovery, en-
hance accountability, and avoid leaving our
children a mountain of debt. And that’s why
even as we make the necessary investments to
put our economy back on track, we’re propos-
ing significant changes that will help bring the
yawning deficits we inherited under control.
We are cutting what we don’t need to make
room for what we do.

The budget plan I outlined last week in-
cludes $2 trillion in deficit reduction. It reduc-
es discretionary spending for nondefense pro-
grams as a share of the economy that—by
more than 10 percent over the next decade, to
the lowest level in nearly half a century. I want
to repeat that. T want to make sure everybody
catches this, because I think sometimes the
chatter on the cable stations hasn’t been clear
about this. My budget reduces discretionary
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