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Finally, today I’ve signed a memorandum
that will help restore the scientific process to its
rightful place at the heart of the Endangered
Species Act, a process undermined by past ad-
ministrations. The work of scientists and experts
in my administration, including right here in the
Interior Department, will be respected. For
more than three decades, the Endangered Spe-
cies Act has successfully protected our Nation’s
most threatened wildlife, and we should be
looking for ways to improve it, not weaken it.

Throughout our history, there’s been a ten-
sion between those who’ve sought to conserve
our natural resources for the benefit of future
generations, and those who have sought to prof-
it from these resources. But I’m here to tell you
this is a false choice. With smart, sustainable
policies, we can grow our economy today and
preserve the environment for ourselves, our
children, and our grandchildren. That is what
we must do. 

For you know, you know that our long-term
prosperity depends upon the faithful steward-
ship of the air we breathe, the water we drink,
and the land that we sow. That’s a sacred trust,
the importance of which cannot be measured
merely by the acres we protect, the miles of riv-
ers we preserve, the energy we draw from pub-
lic lands. 

It’s a child wandering amidst ancient red-
woods, a love for science stirred as she looks
skyward. It’s a young man running his hand
along the walls at Ellis Island, where his grand-
mother once carried her every possession and

the hope of a new life. It’s a family hiking along
canyons carved by ancient floods, or mountains
shaped by shifting continents, finding peace in
the beauty of the natural world. These are expe-
riences that enrich our lives and remind us of
the blessings that we share. 

And that was certainly the case for me. As
many of you know, I spent much of my child-
hood in Hawaii, a place of extraordinary beauty
and—[applause]—we’ve got a Hawaiian in
there—[laughter]—a place of extraordinary
beauty, and one that’s home to several national
parks and historic sites. But before my 11th
birthday, my grandmother decided it was time
for me to see the mainland. 

So my grandmother, my mother, my sister
and I all flew to Seattle. And we drove down the
coast along the coast of California, and then east
to the Grand Canyon. We headed across the
Great Plains and to the Great Lakes, before
heading back West through Yellowstone. 

That was an experience I will never forget.
It’s an experience I want for my daughters, and
for all of our daughters and sons, to see the in-
credible beauty of this Nation. It’s an experi-
ence that’s only possible because of the work
you do each and every day.

So thank you. God bless you, and God bless
the United States of America. Thank you, ev-
erybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:13 p.m. at the
Interior Department. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to his sister Maya Soetoro-Ng.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Zimbabwe
March 3, 2009

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a notice
stating that the emergency is to continue in ef-
fect beyond the anniversary date. In accordance

with this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice to the Federal Register for publication, stat-
ing that the national emergency with respect to
the actions and policies of certain members of
the Government of Zimbabwe and other per-
sons to undermine Zimbabwe’s democratic pro-
cesses or institutions is to continue in effect be-
yond March 6, 2009.

The crisis constituted by the actions and poli-
cies of certain members of the Government of
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Zimbabwe and other persons to undermine
Zimbabwe’s democratic processes or institu-
tions has not been resolved. These actions and
policies pose a continuing unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the foreign policy of the
United States. For these reasons, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to continue this na-
tional emergency and to maintain in force the
sanctions to respond to this threat.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
March 3, 2009.

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on March 4. The
notice of March 3 is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Message to the Congress Certifying Exports to the People’s Republic of
China
March 3, 2009

To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with the provisions of section
1512 of the Strom Thurmond National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1999
(Public Law 105–261), I hereby certify to the
Congress that the export of two environmental
chambers to be used to test automotive parts is
not detrimental to the U.S. space launch in-
dustry, and that the material and equipment,
including any indirect technical benefit that
could be derived from this export, will not

measurably improve the missile or space
launch capabilities of the People’s Republic of
China.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
March 3, 2009.

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on March 4.

Remarks on Government Contracting 
March 4, 2009

Good morning. Even if these were the best
of times, budget reform would be long over-
due in Washington, and we have here some
folks who have been working on these issues
for a long time. But these are far from the best
of times. By any measure, my administration
inherited a fiscal disaster. When we walked in
the door, we found a budget deficit of $1.3 tril-
lion, the largest in American history. And this
fiscal burden has been compounded by the
most severe economic crisis since the Great
Depression. It’s a crisis that requires us to take
swift and aggressive action to put Americans
back to work and to make the long-delayed in-
vestments in energy, health care, and educa-
tion that can build a new foundation for
growth.

As we get our economy moving, we must al-
so turn the tide on an era of fiscal irresponsi-

bility so that we can sustain our recovery, en-
hance accountability, and avoid leaving our
children a mountain of debt. And that’s why
even as we make the necessary investments to
put our economy back on track, we’re propos-
ing significant changes that will help bring the
yawning deficits we inherited under control.
We are cutting what we don’t need to make
room for what we do.

The budget plan I outlined last week in-
cludes $2 trillion in deficit reduction. It reduc-
es discretionary spending for nondefense pro-
grams as a share of the economy that—by
more than 10 percent over the next decade, to
the lowest level in nearly half a century. I want
to repeat that. I want to make sure everybody
catches this, because I think sometimes the
chatter on the cable stations hasn’t been clear
about this. My budget reduces discretionary
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