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I know that some are skeptical about the
size and scale of this recovery plan. I under-
stand that skepticism, which is why this recov-
ery plan must and will include unprecedented
measures that will allow the American people
to hold my administration accountable for
these results. We won’t just throw money at
our problems, we’ll invest in what works. In-
stead of politicians doling out money behind a
veil of secrecy, decisions about where we in-
vest will be made public and informed by in-
dependent experts whenever possible.

We’ll launch an unprecedented effort to
root out waste, inefficiency, and unnecessary
spending in our Government. And every
American will be able to see how and where
we spend taxpayer dollars by going to a new
website called recovery.gov.

No one policy or program will solve the
challenges we face right now, nor will this cri-
sis recede in a short period of time. But if we
act now and act boldly, if we start rewarding
hard work and responsibility once more, if we
act as citizens and not partisans and begin
again the work of remaking America, then I
have faith that we will emerge from this trying
time even stronger and more prosperous than
we were before.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 3:15 p.m. on January 23 in the Library
at the White House for broadcast on January
24. The transcript was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on January 23
but was embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on
January 24.

Statement on the Mexico City Policy and Assistance for Voluntary
Population Planning
January 24, 2009

It is clear that the provisions of the Mexico
City Policy are unnecessarily broad and un-
warranted under current law, and for the past
eight years, they have undermined efforts to
promote safe and effective voluntary family
planning in developing countries. For these
reasons, it is right for us to rescind this policy
and restore critical efforts to protect and em-
power women and promote global economic
development.

For too long, international family planning
assistance has been used as a political wedge
issue, the subject of a back-and-forth debate
that has served only to divide us. I have no de-
sire to continue this stale and fruitless debate.

It is time that we end the politicization of
this issue. In the coming weeks, my adminis-
tration will initiate a fresh conversation on
family planning, working to find areas of com-

mon ground to best meet the needs of women
and families at home and around the world.

I have directed my staff to reach out to
those on all sides of this issue to achieve the
goal of reducing unintended pregnancies.
They will also work to promote safe mother-
hood, reduce maternal and infant mortality
rates and increase educational and economic
opportunities for women and girls.

In addition, I look forward to working with
Congress to restore U.S. financial support for
the U.N. Population Fund. By resuming fund-
ing to UNFPA, the U.S. will be joining 180
other donor nations working collaboratively to
reduce poverty, improve the health of women
and children, prevent HIV/AIDS, and provide
family planning assistance to women in 154
countries.

Remarks on Energy
January 26, 2009

Good morning. Before I begin today’s an-
nouncement, I want to say a few words about

the deepening economic crisis that we’ve in-
herited and the need for urgent action.
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