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Memorandum on Review of the Detention of Ali Saleh Kahlah al-Marri
January 22, 2009

Memorandum for the Attorney General, the
Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of State,
the Secretary of Homeland Security, and the
Director of National Intelligence

Subject: Review of the Detention of Ali Saleh
Kahlah al-Marri

I have today signed an Executive Order en-
titled Review and Disposition of Individuals
Detained at the Guantanamo Bay Naval Base
and Closure of Detention Facilities (“Review
and Disposition Order”), which mandates a re-
view, coordinated by the Attorney General, of
the status of all individuals that the Depart-
ment of Defense is currently detaining at the
Guantanamo Bay Naval Base, in order to ef-
fect their prompt and appropriate disposition.

For more than 5 years, the Department of
Defense has detained Ali Saleh Kahlah al-
Marri as an enemy combatant in facilities
within the United States. Al-Marri is the only
individual the Department of Defense is cur-
rently holding as an enemy combatant within
the United States.

Because he is not held at Guantanamo Bay,
al-Marri is not covered by the review mandat-
ed in the Review and Disposition Order. Yet it
is equally in the interests of the United States
that the executive branch undertake a prompt
and thorough review of the factual and legal
basis for al-Marri’s continued detention, and
identify and thoroughly evaluate alternative
dispositions.

Accordingly, I direct that a review of al-
Marri’s status (“Review”) commence immedi-
ately. The Review shall be conducted with the
full cooperation and participation of:

(1) the Attorney General, who shall coor-
dinate the Review; 
(2) the Secretary of Defense;
(3) the Secretary of State;
(4) the Secretary of Homeland Security;
(5) the Director of National Intelligence;
(6) the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff; and
(7) other officers or full-time or perma-
nent part-time employees of the United
States, including employees with intelli-
gence, counterterrorism, military, and le-
gal expertise, as determined by the At-
torney General with the concurrence of
the head of the department or agency
concerned.

The Review shall expeditiously determine
the disposition options with respect to al-Mar-
ri and shall pursue such disposition as is appro-
priate, based upon the principles set forth in
the Review and Disposition Order, including,
in particular, sections 4(c) and 5 thereof.

This memorandum is not intended to, and
does not, create any right or benefit, substan-
tive or procedural, enforceable at law or equity
by a party against the United States, its depart-
ments, agencies, instrumentalities or entities,
its officers or employees, or any other person.

BARACK OBAMA

Statement on the Appointment of Kirsten Gillibrand as Senator for New
York
January 23, 2009

Governor Paterson made a wonderful
choice in appointing Kirsten Gillibrand to fill
Secretary Clinton’s seat in the United States
Senate. I am confident that she will continue
Secretary Clinton’s distinguished service to
the people of New York and to our country.

During her career, Kirsten has been a
strong voice for transparency and reform in
government and shares the belief that govern-
ment should be open, accessible and work for
all of our citizens. In Congress and as special
counsel for the Department of Housing and
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Urban Development, she worked to strengthen
public and private partnerships to invest in in-
frastructure and New York’s economy.

At this time of great challenge, I know that
Kirsten has the integrity, character, and dedica-

tion to public service to help us achieve our
greatest goals.

NOTE: The statement referred to Gov. David A.
Paterson of New York; and Secretary of State
Hillary Rodham Clinton.

The President’s Weekly Address
January 24, 2009

We begin this year and this administration in
the midst of an unprecedented crisis that calls
for unprecedented action. Just this week we saw
more people file for unemployment than at any
time in the last 26 years. And experts agree that
if nothing is done, the unemployment rate
could reach double digits; our economy could
fall a trillion dollars short of its full capacity,
which translates into more than $12,000 in lost
income for a family of four; and we could lose a
generation of potential as more young Ameri-
cans are forced to forego college dreams or the
chance to train for the jobs of the future.

In short, if we do not act boldly and swiftly, a
bad situation could become dramatically worse.
That is why I’ve proposed an American recov-
ery and reinvestment plan, to immediately
jump-start job creation, as well as long-term
economic growth.

I’m pleased to say that both parties in Con-
gress are already hard at work on this plan, and
I hope to sign it into law in less than a month.
It’s a plan that will save or create 3 to 4 million
jobs over the next few years, and one that recog-
nizes both the paradox and the promise of this
moment: the fact that there are millions of
Americans trying to find work, even as all
around the country there’s so much work to be
done.

That’s why this is not just a short-term pro-
gram to boost employment, it’s one that will in-
vest in our most important priorities, like ener-
gy and education, health care and a new infra-
structure that are necessary to keep us strong
and competitive in the 21st century.

Today I’d like to talk specifically about the
progress we expect to make in each of these ar-
eas. To accelerate the creation of a clean energy
economy, we will double our capacity to gener-
ate alternative sources of energy like wind, so-

lar, and biofuels over the next 3 years. We’ll be-
gin to build a new electricity grid that lay down
more than 3,000 miles of transmission lines to
convey this new energy from coast to coast.

We’ll save taxpayers $2 billion a year by mak-
ing 75 percent of Federal buildings more ener-
gy efficient and save the average working family
$350 on their energy bills by weatherizing 2.5
million homes.

To lower health care costs, cut medical er-
rors, and improve care, we’ll computerize the
Nation’s health records in 5 years, saving bil-
lions of dollars in health care costs and count-
less lives. And we’ll protect health insurance for
more than 8 million Americans who are in dan-
ger of losing their coverage during this econom-
ic downturn.

To ensure our children can compete and suc-
ceed in this new economy, we’ll renovate and
modernize 10,000 schools, building state-of-
the-art classrooms, libraries, and labs, to im-
prove learning for over 5 million students. We’ll
invest more in Pell grants to make college af-
fordable for 7 million more students, provide a
$2,500 college tax credit to 4 million students,
and triple the number of fellowships in science
to help spur the next generation of innovation.

Finally, we will rebuild and retrofit America
to meet the demands of the 21st century. That
means repairing and modernizing thousands of
miles of America’s roadways and providing new
mass transit options for millions of Americans.
It means protecting America by securing 90
major ports and creating a better communica-
tions network for local law enforcement and
public safety officials in the event of an emer-
gency. And it means expanding broadband ac-
cess to millions of Americans, so business can
compete on a level playing field, wherever
they’re located.
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