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the source of recovery, no action on the part of
Government, no matter how extraordinary,
would alone be a source of our prosperity.

Now, conversely, these corporate citizens
understood their new role as well: that we all
had responsibilities to fulfill; that our survival
depended on how well we worked together;
that in a more interdependent economy, our
fates—and were—were and are more inter-
connected.

Our growth, our success as a nation, de-
pended on what we did together. And so the
Government could lay the groundwork for an
economy in which innovation is prized and
hard work rewarded, in which rules are clear
and clearly enforced. And the rest would be up
to people like you and the people who work
for you to create the incredible products and
services that today we enjoy.

That’s how we’ve led the global economy.
That’s how we’ve ushered in massive gains in
wealth not just for the few, but for the many.
That is how we’ve been—and will continue to
be—a nation that draws on the talents of all
our people, a place where generation after
generation of bold thinkers and bright minds,
innovators and inventors, have taken the
chance to invest in an idea, to build a new
product, to test a new theory, to do their small

part to change our world. That’s what’s attract-
ed some of the best talent around the world to
our shores. That’s our promise, and that’s the
promise that must always be at the heart of our
partnership.

So I hope this is the beginning of many con-
versations. Many of you I know. Many of you
I’ve had long conversations with in the past.
My door will always be open to you. And I’m
absolutely confident that if we’re smart and if
we are bold, if we work together, if we’re will-
ing to cast aside some of the theories that have
already failed us and we remain open to new
approaches and new ideas, and we think about
the problems of our economy the way you
think about your businesses—in practical,
hard-headed, clear-eyed terms unclouded by
dogmas—then I’m absolutely confident that
we can lead our Nation through this transfor-
mative moment and come out stronger and
more prosperous than ever before.

I thank you for your leadership. I thank you
for being here. And I look forward to having a
series of conversations with all of you in the
near future. Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:35 a.m. in
the East Room at the White House.

Statement on the Crash of Continental Connection Flight 3407 in Clarence,
New York
February 13, 2009

Michelle and I are deeply saddened to hear
of the tragic accident outside of Buffalo last
night. Our hearts go out to the families and
friends who lost loved ones. I want to thank
the brave first-responders who arrived imme-

diately to try and save lives and who are con-
tinuing to ensure the safety of everyone in the
area. We pray for all those who have been
touched by this terrible tragedy to find peace
and comfort in the hard days ahead.

The President’s Weekly Address
February 14, 2009

This week, I spent some time with Ameri-
cans across the country who are hurting be-
cause of this economic crisis: people closing
the businesses they scrimped and saved to

start; families losing the homes that were their
stake in the American Dream; folks who’ve
given up trying to get ahead and given in to the
stark reality of just trying to get by. They’ve
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