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Message on the Observance of Eid al-Adha

December 8, 2008

I send greetings to Muslims around the
world celebrating Eid al-Adha, the Festival
of Sacrifice.

Eid al-Adha commemorates Abraham’s
devotion to God, and it reminds us of
God’s mercy and provision for his people.
Abraham’s deep faith was tested when God
asked him to sacrifice his son. Although
Abraham was set to faithfully obey, God
provided an alternate sacrifice that spared
his son. During this holiday, Muslims
around the world honor Abraham’s trust
in God and celebrate God’s love through

acts of charity and joyous feasts with family,
friends, and others in their community.

Our Nation is blessed by vibrant Muslim
communities. On this holiday, all Americans
celebrate our religious liberty, and we re-
member that religious freedom belongs not
to any one nation but to the world.

Laura and I send our best wishes for

a blessed holiday.
GEORGE W. BusH

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Remarks at the United States Military Academy at West Point in West

Point, New York
December 9, 2008

Thank you. Please be seated. Thank you,
General, for your warm welcome. Thank
you for inviting me here to West Point.
I now know why youre so happy I'm
here—{[laughter]—all classes were canceled.

I had the honor of sitting next to the
General and Judy during the game over
the weekend. I am disappointed I could
not bring the Commander in Chief’s Tro-
phy with me. However, you just get the
Commander in Chief.

This is my last visit to a military academy
as President, so I thought I would exercise
a certain prerogative of office one last time:
I hereby absolve all cadets who are on re-
striction for minor conduct offenses. As al-
ways, I always—I leave it to General
Hagenbeck to determine what “minor”
means. [Laughter]

I really am proud to be with you today.
I appreciate General Mike Linnington and
his wife Brenda for meeting me. It turns
out Brenda was a—is a 1981 West Point
graduate.

I appreciate being here with General Pat
Finnegan and Joan. Today on Air Force
One, Congressman John Shimkus, 1980
West Point graduate, and Congressman
Geoff Davis, 1981 West Point graduate,
flew down with me. It's my honor to let
them fly on the big bird. [Laughter]

There are many honors that come with
the Presidency, but none higher than serv-
ing as Commander in Chief in the greatest
Armed Forces on Earth. Every one of you
is a volunteer. You came to this academy
in a time of war, knowing all the risks that
come with military service. I want to thank
you for making the noble and selfless deci-
sion to serve our country. And I will always
be grateful to the men and women who
wear the uniform of the United States mili-
tary.

As West Point cadets, youre part of a
generation that has witnessed extraordinary
change in the world. Two decades ago, the
cold war was nearing its end, and the So-
viet Union was about to collapse. You were
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