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the Gettysburg Address has been memo-
rized by generations of schoolchildren—in-
cluding me and Laura—stands as the great-
est Presidential speech of all time.

For nearly 50 years, one of the only
handwritten copies of this speech has been
kept at the White House. For the next
several weeks, it will be on display here
at the Museum of American History. And
Laura and I are delighted that this impor-
tant piece of our country’s heritage will be
available for all to see.

Among those inspired by the principles
in the Gettysburg Address were four Afri-
can American college students in Greens-
boro, North Carolina. In 1960, they sat at
a lunch counter inside a Woolworth’s de-
partment store and asked to be served.
Their request was denied, because the
counter was designated as “whites only.”
When they were asked to leave, those brave
students refused to give up their seats. The
single act of courage helped power a na-
tional movement that culminated with the
passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
And today, that lunch counter is preserved
here at the Smithsonian, in an honored lo-
cation just down the hall from the Gettys-
burg Address.

In the lives of Francis Scott Key, Abra-
ham Lincoln, and those brave students in
Greensboro, we see the best of America.
We see men and women of character who
refused to surrender to adversity. We see
hope, courage, and a devotion to universal
values. And we see a nation constantly

moving toward greater freedom and greater
opportunity.

Throughout our history, these ideals have
called out to those beyond our shores. They
have beckoned those who love liberty from
every nation. They have made countless
generations of men and women across the
world long for the pride that comes with
calling yourself an American citizen. Today
I'm delighted to congratulate five of you
who will be taking your oath of citizenship
in just a few moments. Though you are
originally from France, Germany, Guyana,
Lebanon, and Peru, today you're becoming
members of the American family. We wel-
come you with open arms. I will be proud
to call you fellow citizen.

The Museum of American History is a
wonderful place to begin your journey as
an American. These halls reflect both the
duties and privileges of citizenship. They
remind us that America’s highest ideals
have always required brave defenders. They
remind us that our liberty is a precious
gift from God.

Thank you for having Laura and me
here. May God continue to bless the
United States of America.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 10:16 a.m. In
his remarks, he referred to G. Wayne
Clough, Secretary, Smithsonian Institution;
Victoria P. Sant, President, National Gallery
of Art; and Judy Woodruff, senior cor-
respondent, Public Broadcasting Service.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Rwanda-United States Treaty
Concerning the Encouragement and Reciprocal Protection of Investment

November 20, 2008

To the Senate of the United States:

I transmit herewith, with a view to re-
ceiving the advice and consent of the Sen-
ate to ratification, the Treaty between the
Government of the United States of Amer-
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ica and the Government of the Republic
of Rwanda Concerning the Encouragement
and Reciprocal Protection of Investment,
signed at Kigali on February 19, 2008. I

transmit also, for the information of the
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Senate, the report prepared by the Depart-
ment of State with respect to the Treaty.

This is the first bilateral investment trea-
ty (BIT) concluded between the United
States and a sub-Saharan African country
since 1998. The Treaty will help to promote
cross-border investment by providing legal
protections for investors of each country
for their investments in the other country.
The Treaty underscores the shared commit-
ment of both countries to open investment
and trade policies.

Rwanda has opened its economy, im-
proved its business climate, and embraced
trade and investment as a means to boost
economic development and help alleviate
poverty. The U.S.-Rwanda BIT will rein-
force these efforts.

The Treaty is fully consistent with U.S.
policy to secure protections for U.S. invest-
ment abroad and to welcome foreign in-
vestment in the United States. Under this
Treaty, the Parties agree to accord national
treatment and most-favored-nation treat-
ment to investments. They also agree to
customary international law standards for
expropriation and for the minimum stand-
ard of treatment. The Treaty includes de-

tailed provisions regarding the payment of
prompt, adequate, and effective compensa-
tion in the event of expropriation; free
transfer of funds related to investment;
freedom of investment from specified per-
formance requirements; prohibitions on na-
tionality based restrictions for the hiring of
senior managers; and the opportunity for
investors to resolve disputes with a host
government through international arbitra-
tion. The Treaty also includes extensive
transparency obligations with respect to na-
tional laws and regulations and commit-
ments to transparency in dispute settle-
ment. The Parties also recognize that it is
inappropriate to encourage investment by
weakening or reducing the protections af-
forded in domestic environmental and labor
laws.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Treaty
and give its advice and consent to ratifica-
tion.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House,
November 20, 2008.

Interview With Raul Tola of America TV

November 20, 2008

President’s Upcoming Visit to Peru/APEC
Summit

Mr. Tola. Okay. Mr. President, a pleas-
ure to be with you.

The President. Thank you, sir.

Mr. Tola. You're about to travel to Lima,
Peru, again. Youre going to the APEC.
And this is your last trip as President——

The President. Yes.

Mr. Tola. of the United States of
America. How would you like to remember
both trip and APEC?

The President. 1 will—first of all, T re-
member Peru fondly from my last visit in

2002, and I'm looking forward to going
back. I think it will be said, when people
analyze the relationship between the
United States and Peru, that during my
time in office and the time of President
Toledo and Garcia, we worked hard to put
a good relationship in place.

And so, on the one hand, I'll be able
to go and confirm the importance of the
bilateral relationship, and then Tl go to
a very important meeting. And APEC is
an important meeting this time, particularly
given the financial situation in the world.
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