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Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National

Emergency With Respect to Iran
November 11, 2008

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr.
President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a national
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits
to the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect beyond
the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent to the Federal
Register for publication the enclosed notice,
stating that the Iran national emergency de-
clared in Executive Order 12170 of Novem-
ber 14, 1979, is to continue in effect be-
yond November 14, 2008.

Our relations with Iran have not yet re-
turned to normal, and the process of imple-
menting the January 19, 1981, agreements
with Iran is still underway. For these rea-
sons, I have determined that it is necessary
to continue the national emergency de-
clared on November 14, 1979, with respect
to Iran, beyond November 14, 2008.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH

NoTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy
Pelosi, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Richard B. Cheney, President of
the Senate.

Remarks Honoring 2008 NCAA Championship Teams

November 12, 2008

Thank you all. Please be seated. Wel-
come to the White House, champions day
here on the South Lawn. We appreciate
you coming. We appreciate the fact that
as champions you have set goals and you
have worked hard to achieve those goals.

I appreciate very much the fact that you
brought your coaches with you and people
at your universities who support you. I'm
proud to welcome the Secretary of Housing
and Urban Development, his wife Molly,
and daughter Ella. He is here because he
is a graduate of Northwestern University.
Of course, you're probably here to cheer
all the teams, right? Yes.

I want to welcome other members of
the administration, school officials, families,
and fans. First team I want to honor is
the team for which we have called upon
this weather: the University of Alaska Fair-

1358

banks rifle team. [Laughter] The Nanooks
are with us today. You won your 10th na-
tional championship and your third in a
row. I want to welcome coach Dan Jordan
and the folks from Fairbanks—University
of Alaska Fairbanks. I asked the captain,
“Who did you beat to get here?” And he
said, “Army.” [Laughter] The folks at West
Point need to practice. [Laughter] These
guys make good competition to you. Con-
gratulations. Welcome. And we are glad
you're here.

A lot of teams from the State of Arizona
have joined us. We put this weather on
just for you. [Laughter]

The University of Arizona men’s and
women’s swimming and diving teams are
here. In March, the women defeated Au-
burn to win the national championship, and
1 week later, the men handily beat the
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