
1348

Oct. 30 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008

the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice to the Federal Register for publication,
stating that the Sudan emergency is to con-
tinue in effect beyond November 3, 2008.

The crisis constituted by the actions and
policies of the Government of Sudan that
led to the declaration of a national emer-
gency in Executive Order 13067 of Novem-
ber 3, 1997, and the expansion of that
emergency in Executive Order 13400 of
April 26, 2006, and with respect to which
additional steps were taken in Executive
Order 13412 of October 13, 2006, has not
been resolved. These actions and policies
are hostile to U.S. interests and pose a con-

tinuing unusual and extraordinary threat to
the national security and foreign policy of
the United States. Therefore, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to continue the
national emergency declared with respect
to Sudan and maintain in force the com-
prehensive sanctions against Sudan to re-
spond to this threat.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy
Pelosi, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Richard B. Cheney, President of
the Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix
D at the end of this volume.

The President’s Radio Address
November 1, 2008

Good morning. This Tuesday is election
day. After months of spirited debate and
vigorous campaigning, the time has come
for Americans to make important decisions
about our Nation’s future. I encourage all
Americans to go to the polls and vote.

Election season brings out the spirit of
competition between our political parties,
and that competition is an essential part
of a healthy democracy. But as the cam-
paigns come to a close, Republicans,
Democrats, and Independents can find
common ground on at least one point: Our
system of representative democracy is one
of America’s greatest strengths.

The United States was founded on the
belief that all men are created equal. Every
election day, millions of Americans of all
races, religions, and backgrounds step into
voting booths throughout the Nation.
Whether they are rich or poor, old or
young, each of them has an equal share
in choosing the path that our country will
take. And every ballot they cast is a re-

minder that our founding principles are
alive and well.

Voting is one of the great privileges of
American citizenship, and it has always re-
quired brave defenders. As you head to
the polls next week, remember the sac-
rifices that have been made by generations
of Americans in uniform to preserve our
way of life. From Bunker Hill to Baghdad,
the men and women of American Armed
Forces have been devoted guardians of our
democracy. All of us owe them and their
families a special debt of gratitude on elec-
tion day.

Americans should also remember the im-
portant example that our elections set
throughout the world. Young democracies
from Georgia and Ukraine to Afghanistan
and Iraq can look to the United States for
proof that self-government can endure. And
nations that still live under tyranny and op-
pression can find hope and inspiration in
our commitment to liberty.
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For more than two centuries, Americans
have demonstrated the ability of free peo-
ple to choose their own leaders. Our Na-
tion has flourished because of its commit-
ment to trusting the wisdom of our citi-
zenry. In this year’s election, we will see
this tradition continue, and we will be re-
minded once again that we are blessed to
live in a free nation guided by the will
of the people.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m.
on October 31 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
November 1. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
October 31, but was embargoed for release
until the broadcast. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Remarks on the 2008 Presidential Election
November 5, 2008

Good morning. Last night I had a warm
conversation with President-elect Barack
Obama. I congratulated him and Senator
Biden on their impressive victory. I told
the President-elect he can count on com-
plete cooperation from my administration
as he makes the transition to the White
House.

I also spoke to Senator John McCain.
I congratulated him on a determined cam-
paign that he and Governor Palin ran. The
American people will always be grateful for
the lifetime of service John McCain has
devoted to this Nation, and I know he’ll
continue to make tremendous contributions
to our country.

No matter how they cast their ballots,
all Americans can be proud of the history
that was made yesterday. Across the coun-
try, citizens voted in large numbers. They
showed a watching world the vitality of
America’s democracy and the strides we
have made toward a more perfect union.
They chose a President whose journey rep-
resents a triumph of the American story,
a testament to hard work, optimism, and
faith in the enduring promise of our Na-
tion.

Many of our citizens thought they would
never live to see that day. This moment
is especially uplifting for a generation of

Americans who witnessed the struggle for
civil rights with their own eyes and, four
decades later, see a dream fulfilled.

A long campaign has now ended, and
we move forward as one nation. We’re em-
barking on a period of change in Wash-
ington, yet there are some things that will
not change. The United States Government
will stay vigilant in meeting its most impor-
tant responsibility: protecting the American
people. And the world can be certain this
commitment will remain steadfast under
our next Commander in Chief.

There’s important work to do in the
months ahead, and I will continue to con-
duct the people’s business as long as this
office remains in my trust. During this time
of transition, I will keep the President-elect
fully informed on important decisions. And
when the time comes on January the 20th,
Laura and I will return home to Texas with
treasured memories of our time here and
with profound gratitude for the honor of
serving this amazing country.

It will be a stirring sight to watch Presi-
dent Obama, his wife Michelle, and their
beautiful girls step through the doors of
the White House. I know millions of Amer-
icans will be overcome with pride at this
inspiring moment that so many have waited
so long. I know Senator Obama’s beloved
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