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Government to address the root cause of
much of the instability in our financial mar-
kets, by purchasing illiquid assets that are
weighing down balance sheets and restrict-
ing the flow of credit. I can assure you
that my administration and our Congress
are working together to quickly pass legisla-
tion approving this strategy, and I’m con-
fident we will act in the urgent timeframe
required.

The objectives I’ve laid out for multilat-
eral institutions—confronting terror, oppos-
ing tyranny, and promoting effective devel-
opment—are difficult, but they are nec-
essary tasks. To have maximum impact,
multilateral institutions must take on chal-
lenging missions. And like all of us in this
chamber, they must work toward measur-
able goals, be accountable for their actions,
and hold true to their word.

In the 21st century, the world needs a
confident and effective United Nations.
This unique institution should build on its
successes and improve its performance.
Where there is inefficiency and corruption,
it must be corrected. Where there are
bloated bureaucracies, they must be
streamlined. Where members fail to uphold
their obligations, there must be strong ac-
tion. For example, there should be an im-
mediate review of the Human Rights Coun-
cil, which has routinely protected violators
of human rights. There should be a strong-
er effort to help the people of Burma live
free of the repression they have suffered
for too long. And all nations, especially
members of the Security Council, must act
decisively to ensure that the Government
of Sudan upholds its commitment to ad-
dress the violence in Darfur.

The United Nations is an organization
of extraordinary potential. As the United
Nations rebuilds its headquarters, it must
also open the door to a new age of trans-
parency, accountability, and seriousness of
purpose.

With determination and clear purpose,
the United Nations can be a powerful force
for good as we head into the 21st century.
It can affirm the great promise of its found-
ing.

In the final days of the San Francisco
Conference, the delegates negotiating the
U.N. Charter received a visit from Presi-
dent Harry Truman. He acknowledged the
enormous challenges they faced and said
success was only possible because of what
he called an unshakable ‘‘unity of deter-
mination.’’ Today, the world is engaged in
another period of great challenge. And by
continuing to work together, that
unshakable unity of determination will be
ours. Together, we confront and defeat the
evil of terrorism. Together, we can secure
the Almighty’s gift of liberty and justice
to millions who have not known it. And
together, we can build a world that is freer,
safer, and better for the generations who
follow.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:12 a.m. in
the General Assembly Hall. In his remarks,
he referred to Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon of the United Nations; and Secretary-
General Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu of the Orga-
nization of the Islamic Conference. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a
Spanish language transcript of these remarks.

Remarks Following a Meeting on Food Security in New York City
September 23, 2008

Today Laura and I and Condi and other
members of the administration are really

honored to be at a table with folks from
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the private sector and the public sector and
NGOs who are all concerned about hunger.

The United States has made a very
strong and powerful commitment to help
those who need food. We’ve committed
about $5 billion of taxpayers’ money over
the next 2 years to make sure people don’t
go hungry. And it’s our interest that we
do that. On the other hand, it is also in
our interest to promote a second Green
Revolution.

And how do you do that? Well, you use
good science to get farmers in sub-Sahara
Africa, for example, the tools necessary to
be able to deal with the conditions in which
they have to farm. You use government
aid to build infrastructure so farmers can
get products to market. You have good
trade policy so that farm goods can travel
freely across national borders. You have
good agricultural policy that—combined
with good trade policy, which reduces the
subsidies that sometimes make it hard for,
you know, indigenous farming communities

to take off. You have—promote value-
added processing.

And so this is the strategy that’s being
discussed here at this table. The United
States is a compassionate nation. When citi-
zens around the world suffer, we suffer
with them. We’re a strong enough nation
to help people in our own country who
are having trouble, but we’re also strong
enough to help others as well. And a cor-
nerstone of good foreign policy and a good
compassionate philosophy is making sure
that people don’t go hungry.

And so I thank you all very much for
sharing that passion. I thank you for the
leadership roles you have taken. And may
the Good Lord continue to bless your work.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:57 a.m. at
the Millennium U.N. Plaza Hotel. In his re-
marks, he referred to Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice.

Remarks Following a Lunch With Human Rights Activists in New York
City
September 23, 2008

The President. Laura and I and Secretary
Rice and members of my administration
have just had a wonderful lunch with de-
mocracy leaders, human rights activists,
courageous men and women who have
stood strong for freedom. I assured them
that this Government—or my Government
believes in the universality of freedom. We
believe there’s an Almighty, and a gift of
that Almighty to every man, woman, and
child is freedom.

They inspire us. Here in America, we
have an obligation to help others realize
the blessings of liberty. They have been
on the frontlines of securing liberty. And
so we want to thank you very much for
your courage. We thank you for your set

of beliefs that remain strong. Thank you
for taking time to be with us today. And
you might want to say something.

[At this point, First Lady Laura Bush made
brief remarks, concluding with the intro-
duction of human rights activist, U Kovida.]

U Kovida. Thank you very much for in-
viting me here. This is really a nice day
and my friends—discussion with many peo-
ple. In Burma, many hundred people, a
lot. We all need human rights, all the
world’s people, because we are all human.
So if—when people—there’s no human
rights, there’s no people, and there’s no
human. So I hope so—I hope that we all—
international community need—help the
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