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Sept. 20 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008

Statement on the Terrorist Attack in Islamabad, Pakistan
September 20, 2008

I strongly condemn the terrorist bombing
in Islamabad that targeted and killed many
innocents, including at least one American.
I extend condolences to the families of all
those killed in this brutal attack.

This bombing, the latest in a series of
terrorist attacks, is part of a continuing as-
sault on the people of Pakistan. This attack
is a reminder of the ongoing threat faced

by Pakistan, the United States, and all those
who stand against violent extremism. We
will assist Pakistan in confronting this threat
and bringing the perpetrators to justice. We
will fully support the democratically elected
Government of Pakistan and the Pakistani
people as they face enormous challenges
economically as well as from terrorism.

Remarks at a State Dinner Honoring President Alvaro Uribe Velez of
Colombia
September 20, 2008

Mr. President, members of your delega-
tion, members of my Cabinet, Members
of the United States Senate and United
States Congress, honored guests: Welcome
to the White House. Laura and I are really
pleased you all are here. Our nations share
a faith in liberty, a willingness to defend
it, and a confidence that freedom will de-
fine the future for our region. The Amer-
ican people, Mr. President, are proud to
call the Colombian people our friends and
our allies.

You, Mr. President, are a strong leader.
You and your Government and the Colom-
bian people have shown courage in free-
dom’s cause by taking on the terrorists and
the drug lords. This summer, our Nation
was impressed by the daring rescue of 15
hostages, 3 of whom were American citi-
zens. We appreciate your leadership. We
are pleased to be your partner in strength-
ening the rule of law and combating the
illegal drug trade and helping victims of
violence rebuild their lives and commu-
nities.

We’re also partners in the spread of pros-
perity. We have negotiated a fair free trade
agreement that will benefit families and

businesses in both our nations. And I ap-
preciate your strong advocacy for this
agreement. And my sincere hope is that
the United States Congress will pass the
Colombia free trade agreement as soon as
possible.

Mr. President, Laura and I warmly re-
member our visits to your beautiful coun-
try. We were honored to visit a city liber-
ated by the great Simon Bolivar. And in
that visit we were honored to be with you
and your lovely wife.

And so tonight I want to propose a toast
to our friendship, the friendship between
our countries. May God bless Colombia,
and may God bless the United States.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:31 p.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Marc Gonsalves,
Thomas Howes, and Keith Stansell, former
hostages held by the Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia (FARC); and Lina Maria
Moreno de Uribe, wife of President Uribe.
The transcript released by the Office of the
Press Secretary also included the remarks of
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