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our troops. In the face of calls for retreat,
I ordered a surge of forces into Iraq. Many
in Congress said it had no chance of work-
ing. Yet one Senator above all had faith
in our troops and the importance of their
mission, and that was John McCain. Some
told him that his early and consistent call
for more troops would put his Presidential
campaign at risk. He told them he would
rather lose an election than see his country
lose a war. That is the kind of courage
and vision we need in our next Commander
in Chief.

My fellow citizens, we live in a dan-
gerous world, and we need a President who
understands the lessons of September the
11th, 2001: that to protect America, we
must stay on the offense, stop attacks be-
fore they happen, and not wait to be hit
again. The man we need is John McCain.

When he takes office next January, John
will have an outstanding leader at his side.
America will have a strong and principled
Vice President in the Governor of the great
State of Alaska, Sarah Palin.

In the time the Oval Office has been
in my trust, I’ve kept near my desk remind-
ers of America’s character, including a
painting of a west Texas mountain lit by
the morning sun. It reminds me that Amer-
icans have always lived on the sunrise side
of the mountain. We are a nation that looks
to the new day with confidence and opti-
mism. And I’m optimistic about our future

because I believe in the goodness and wis-
dom of the American people. I am opti-
mistic because I have faith in freedom’s
power to lift up all of God’s children and
lead this world to a future of peace.

And I’m optimistic about something else:
When the debates have ended and all the
ads have run and it is time to vote, Ameri-
cans will look closely at the judgment, the
experience, and the policies of the can-
didates, and they will cast their ballots for
the McCain-Palin ticket.

While I am not with you in the Twin
Cities on this wonderful night for our party,
with Laura Bush speaking, you have clearly
traded up. [Laughter] I am so proud the
American people have come to know her
gracious presence, her determined spirit,
and her loving heart. Laura has been a
fantastic First Lady.

Thank you, Laura. And thanks to all of
you in the hall tonight. God bless you, and
God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke by satellite at
9:54 p.m. from the Cross Hall at the White
House to convention participants in St. Paul,
MN. In his remarks, he referred to Gov.
Robert R. Riley of Alabama; Gov. Piyush
‘‘Bobby’’ Jindal of Louisiana; Gov. Haley R.
Barbour of Mississippi; and Gov. J. Richard
Perry of Texas. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks.

Remarks Following a Briefing at the Emergency Operations Center in
Baton Rouge, Louisiana
September 3, 2008

I’m going to make a quick statement,
then I want to come around and say thank
you in person to you.

First of all, Governor, thanks for having
me down here. Phase one of the response
to Gustav went very well. A lot of it had
to do with the people in this room. We’re

much better coordinated this time than we
were with Katrina. The State government,
the local government, and the Federal Gov-
ernment were able to work effectively to-
gether.

There is still more work to be done. One
of the key things that needs to happen is
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they got to get electricity up here in Lou-
isiana, get moving as fast as possible. The
Governor understands it’s a problem, his
team understands it’s a problem, and I un-
derstand it’s a problem.

There’s a lot of folks from this State that
are working hard to restring the lines.
There are people from out of State coming
into Louisiana to help as well, and of
course all the citizens of this State want
to thank the people from other States that
are moving in here to help get the elec-
tricity up as soon as possible. And I would
ask that if utilities in neighboring States
have extra manpower, please coordinate
with the State and send the folks in. Part
of this recovery is going to require the elec-
tricity coming back as quickly as possible.

We talked about the need to make sure
that in parts of Louisiana that are getting
flooded now—rural Louisiana—that MREs
and water and ice get delivered to those
communities as quickly as possible.

As a Governor of a neighboring State,
I remember often how people would say,
‘‘All they care about is the big cities.’’ And
I understand there’s a lot of focus on New
Orleans, and there should be focus on New
Orleans. But in the briefings today, it is
clear that this State is focused as well as
on people who live in rural Louisiana and
in the smaller towns of Louisiana. And so
the efforts will be aimed at helping people
there.

Bobby talked about the need for—to re-
lease energy or oil from the Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve. Last night we got a request
from a company doing business here in
Louisiana, and we met that request. And
if—so oil was released from the Strategic
Petroleum Reserve. And we will continue
to do that upon requests by companies.

All in all, the response has been excel-
lent, but the people here understand that
there is more work to be done. And that’s
why I came down here with members of
the Federal Government to listen and to
figure out how to help.

I can’t thank you all enough for working
as hard as you are. Looking around, I can
see that some people may not have had
much sleep recently. [Laughter] The peo-
ple of your State care a lot about the fact
that you are working as hard as you are.
And if this helps you keep going, I want
to thank you, and I want to thank all the
volunteers in the faith-based community
that always rises up in a challenge like this.
They listen to that universal call to love
a neighbor like you’d like to be loved your-
self. And that’s happening here in Louisiana
again. And I know the people that are—
whose lives have been affected appreciate
a total stranger coming in to help.

And finally, the people in Louisiana must
know that all across our country there’s a
lot of prayer, prayer for those whose lives
have been turned upside down. And I’m
one of them.

It’s good to come down here. Governor,
I can’t thank you enough for your leader-
ship and your team’s leadership, and we
stand ready to help.

And now I’m going to come around and
thank every one of you for working. God
bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:08 p.m. In
his remarks, he referred to Gov. Piyush
‘‘Bobby’’ Jindal of Louisiana. The Office of
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish
language transcript of these remarks.
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Statement on the Situation in Georgia
September 3, 2008

Last month, Russia invaded a sovereign
neighbor and violated Georgia’s territorial
integrity. The people of Georgia withstood
the assault from the Russian military, and
the international community rallied to stand
with the people of Georgia and their demo-
cratically elected Government.

Early in the crisis, I directed a series
of steps to demonstrate America’s solidarity
with Georgia, including instructing Sec-
retary Gates to oversee a mission by the
U.S. military to provide humanitarian aid
for the people of Georgia. Since the con-
flict began, our Nation has provided nearly
$30 million in humanitarian assistance to
Georgia, including more than 1,200 tons
of food and other relief supplies delivered
by the U.S. military. While that mission
continues, the United States is also pre-
pared to help Georgia rebuild and regain
its position as one of the world’s fastest
growing economies.

On Monday, September 1, European
leaders announced that the European
Union is prepared to provide aid for recon-
struction in Georgia, including the regions
of South Ossetia and Abkhazia, and would
soon convene an international conference
to assist Georgia in its reconstruction. The
United States applauds the actions taken
by the European Union, and we will par-
ticipate in the EU’s reconstruction con-
ference.

As part of America’s contribution to this
international effort, today I am announcing
$1 billion in additional economic assistance
to meet Georgia’s humanitarian needs and
to support its economic recovery. More
than half of these funds will be made avail-
able in the near term and will support re-
construction efforts in Georgia, assist the
Government of Georgia in leading the na-
tion’s recovery, and meet ongoing humani-
tarian needs, including the resettlement of
displaced families. The balance of the

funds, together with assistance from the
European Union and other partners, will
help the Government of Georgia rebuild
critical infrastructure and help local com-
munities and businesses get back on their
feet. My administration looks forward to
working with Congress on elements of this
package. The Vice President will brief
Georgia’s leadership on this package when
he visits Tbilisi tomorrow.

Today I have also directed a number of
Federal agencies to expand their support
for Georgia’s economic recovery. U.S.
Trade Representative Susan Schwab will
take steps to expand trade and investment
in Georgia, by negotiating an enhanced bi-
lateral investment treaty and expanding
preferential access to the U.S. market for
Georgian exports. Secretary of Commerce
Gutierrez will assist U.S. firms interested
in trade and investment in Georgia and dis-
patch a trade mission to Georgia in the
coming weeks. Secretary of Transportation
Peters will make available risk insurance
to support U.S. maritime commerce with
Georgia. Secretary of the Treasury Paulson
will continue to lead our efforts to coordi-
nate assistance efforts with international fi-
nancial institutions, and Secretaries Rice
and Gates will continue to coordinate with
our international partners to ensure that
our aid is delivered swiftly to those who
need it most.

Georgia has a strong economic founda-
tion and leaders with an impressive record
of reform. Our additional economic assist-
ance will help the people of Georgia re-
cover from the assault on their country and
continue to build a prosperous and com-
petitive economy.

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language version of this
statement.
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