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mineral resources; and (3) opportunities for
scientific study.

With respect to each of these areas, your
assessment should further identify whether
there are opportunities and mechanisms for

improved coordination of management
among relevant agencies in accordance with
Executive Order 13366 of December 17,
2004.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Statement on the Situation in Georgia
August 26, 2008

The United States condemns the decision
by the Russian President to recognize as
independent states the Georgian regions of
South Ossetia and Abkhazia. This decision
is inconsistent with numerous United Na-
tions Security Council resolutions that Rus-
sia has voted for in the past and is also
inconsistent with the French-brokered, six-
point cease-fire agreement which President
Medvedev signed on August 12 [16], *
2008. The six-point agreement offered a
peaceful way forward to resolve the con-
flict. We expect Russia to live up to its
international commitments, reconsider this
irresponsible decision, and follow the ap-
proach set out in the six-point agreement.

The territorial integrity and borders of
Georgia must be respected, just as those
of Russia or any other country. Russia’s ac-
tion only exacerbates tensions and com-
plicates diplomatic negotiations. In accord-
ance with United Nations Security Council
resolutions that remain in force, Abkhazia
and South Ossetia are within the inter-
nationally recognized borders of Georgia,
and they must remain so.

NOTE: The statement referred to President
Dmitry A. Medvedev of Russia. The Office
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish
language version of this statement.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to Certain Terrorist Attacks
August 28, 2008

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr.
President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides
for the automatic termination of a national
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits
to the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect beyond
the anniversary date. Consistent with this

provision, I have sent to the Federal Reg-
ister the enclosed notice, stating that the
emergency declared with respect to the ter-
rorist attacks on the United States of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, is to continue in effect
for an additional year.

The terrorist threat that led to the dec-
laration on September 14, 2001, of a na-
tional emergency continues. For this rea-
son, I have determined that it is necessary
to continue in effect after September 14,
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