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Galveston, Texas, and his declaration that
slavery had been abolished and the bless-
ings of liberty were finally extended to Afri-
can Americans.

On this occasion, we recognize the many
contributions that African Americans have
made to our great Nation and honor the
legacy of diversity that America has em-
braced. Today is an opportunity to recom-
mit ourselves to confronting injustice wher-

ever we find it and upholding the dignity

Remarks at a Celebration of American
June 19, 2008

Welcome to the East Room of the White
House. I welcome members of my Cabinet
and my administration; a music lover, Sen-
ator Orrin Hatch from the great State of
Utah; distinguished guests. We're so
pleased you're here to celebrate a great
American art form: jazz. And we hope
you're jazz lovers, because youre going to
hear some good music tonight.

The story of jazz mirrors the story of
our Nation. This proud musical tradition
was born of the songs brought here by Afri-
can slaves. Decades later, it absorbed the
waltzes that accompanied immigrants from
Europe. Over time, jazz helped break down
barriers of prejudice between blacks and
whites and even defined an age that
brought new liberty to America’s women.

In a twist of history, the music that came
to America in chains ultimately helped
America spread freedom abroad. In 1956,
the State Department sent American jazz
musician Dizzy Gillespie around the world
on a mission to trumpet American values.
He was in Turkey when word came that
a group of Cypriot students stoned the U.S.
Embassy in Athens. And so he was sent
to the Greek capital to soothe anti-Amer-

of all people. By doing so, we protect the
freedom and democratic ideals that will
keep America strong for generations to
come.

Laura and I send our best wishes on
this memorable occasion.

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Jazz

ican hostility with a jazz performance. The
concert atmosphere was tense. The stu-
dents stormed the stage. People were nerv-
ous, until the students put Dizzy Gillespie
on their shoulders and shouted “Dizzy!
Dizzy! Dizzy!” [Laughter]

With its spontaneity and energy and in-
novation, jazz expresses the best of Amer-
ica’s character. And through a—its role in
fostering freedom and equality, jazz reflects
the best of America’s ideals. Tonight this
magnificent art form will be brought to life
by some jazz masters. Grammy award win-
ning guitarist Earl Klugh will play for us
after dinner. And before dinner, we're hon-
ored to hear from saxophonist Davey Yar-
borough, vocalist Esther Williams from the
Washington Jazz Arts Institute.

Before Davey and Esther take the stage,
please join me in a toast to American jazz,
but more importantly, to the United States
of America.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 7:36 p.m. in
the East Room at the White House. A por-
tion of these remarks could not be verified
because the tape was incomplete.
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Remarks on Congressional Action on the Legislative Agenda

June 20, 2008

Good morning. This week, Congress
moved forward on two important issues af-
fecting the national security of our country.

Yesterday the House passed a responsible
war funding bill that will provide vital re-
sources to our men and women on the
frontlines in the war on terror. This legisla-
tion gives our troops the funds they need
to prevail without tying the hands of our
commanders in the field or imposing artifi-
cial timetables for withdrawal.

The bill also supports our military fami-
lies by passing an expansion of the GI bill
that makes it easier for our troops to trans-
fer unused education benefits to their
spouses and their children. I want to thank
the Members of Congress for their action
on this legislation, and I urge the Senate
to pass it as soon as possible.

Members of the House and Senate also
reached a bipartisan agreement yesterday
on legislation to allow our intelligence pro-
fessionals to quickly and effectively monitor
the plans of terrorists abroad, while pro-
tecting the liberties of Americans here at
home.

My Director of National Intelligence and
the Attorney General tells me that this is

a good bill. It will help our intelligence
professionals learn our enemies’ plans for
new attacks. It ensures that those compa-
nies whose assistance is necessary to protect
the country will themselves be protected
from liability for past or future cooperation
with the Government.

The enemy who attacked us on Sep-
tember the 11th is determined to strike
this country again. It’s vital that our intel-
ligence community has the ability to learn
who the terrorists are talking to, what
theyre saying, and what they are planning.

I encourage the House of Representa-
tives to pass this bill today, and I ask the
Senate to take it up quickly so our intel-
ligence professionals can better protect
Americans from harm.

I'm pleased with the bipartisan coopera-
tion on both these bills, and I thank the
Members for their efforts.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:11 a.m. from
the Oval Office Patio at the White House.
In his remarks, he referred to Attorney Gen-
eral Michael B. Mukasey.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on North Atlantic

Treaty Organization Enlargement
June 20, 2008

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Pursuant to section 3(2)(E)(ii) of the
Resolution of Ratification to the Protocols
to the North Atlantic Treaty of 1949 on
the Accession of Poland, Hungary, and the
Czech Republic adopted on April 30, 1998,
I am pleased to submit the enclosed report.

In doing so, I reiterate with appreciation
the bipartisan support that the Congress

858

has shown for NATO’s next round of en-
largement.

As provided in the Resolution, for each
of the two current NATO invitees (Albania
and Croatia) as well as for Macedonia (in
the event an invitation is issued by the Alli-
ance before the signing of accession proto-
cols), the enclosed report includes:
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