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The President’s Radio Address
June 14, 2008

Good morning. This week, I’m traveling
in Europe. In the past few days, I have
visited Slovenia, Germany, Italy, and the
Vatican. I’m spending this Saturday in
France, and I will conclude my trip in the
United Kingdom.

In my meetings, I’ve discussed our
shared efforts to advance peace and pros-
perity around the world. America has
strong partners in leaders like Italy’s Silvio
Berlusconi, Germany’s Angela Merkel,
France’s Nicolas Sarkozy, and Britain’s Gor-
don Brown. And together we’re pursuing
an agenda that is broad and far reaching.

America and Europe are cooperating to
open new opportunities for trade and in-
vestment. We’re working to tear down reg-
ulatory barriers that hurt our businesses
and consumers. We’re striving to make this
the year that the world completes an ambi-
tious Doha trade agreement, which will
open up new markets for American goods
and services and help alleviate poverty
around the world.

America and Europe are cooperating to
address the twin challenges of energy secu-
rity and climate change, while keeping our
economies strong. We’re working to diver-
sify our energy supplies by developing and
financing new clean energy technologies.
And we’re working toward an international
agreement that commits every major econ-
omy to slow, stop, and eventually reverse
the growth of greenhouse gases.

America and Europe are cooperating to
widen the circle of development and pros-
perity. We’re leading the world in providing
food aid, improving education for boys and
girls, and fighting disease. Through the his-
toric commitments of the United States and
other G–8 countries, we’re working to turn
the tide against HIV/AIDS and malaria in
Africa. And to achieve this noble goal, all
nations must keep their promises to deliver
this urgent aid.

America and Europe are cooperating on
our most solemn duty: protecting our citi-
zens. Our nations are applying the tools
of intelligence, finance, law enforcement,
diplomacy, and when necessary, military
power to break up terror networks and
deny them safe havens. And to protect
against the prospect of ballistic missile at-
tacks emanating from the Middle East,
we’re developing a shared system of missile
defense.

We’re also working together to ensure
that Iran is not allowed to acquire a nuclear
weapon. This week, America and our Euro-
pean allies sent a clear and unmistakable
message to the regime in Tehran: It must
verifiably suspend its enrichment activities
or face further isolation and additional
sanctions. Together, America and Europe
are pursuing strong diplomacy with Iran,
so that future generations can look back
and say that we came together to stop this
threat to our people.

In the long run, the most important way
we can protect our people is to defeat the
terrorists’ hateful ideology by spreading the
hope of freedom. So America and Europe
are working together to advance the vision
of two democratic states, Israel and Pal-
estine, living side by side in security and
peace. We’re working together to protect
the sovereignty of Lebanon’s young democ-
racy. And we’re working together to
strengthen the democratically elected Gov-
ernments in Iraq and Afghanistan.

In all of these areas, the United States
and Europe have agreed that we must take
action and that we must go forward to-
gether. The level and breadth of the co-
operation between America and our Euro-
pean allies today is unprecedented. And to-
gether we’re making the world a safer and
more hopeful place.

Thank you for listening.
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NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:15 a.m.
on June 13 in Rome, Italy, for broadcast at
10:06 a.m., e.d.t., on June 14. The transcript
was made available by the Office of the Press
Secretary on June 13, but was embargoed for
release until the broadcast. Due to the 6-

hour time difference, the address was broad-
cast after the President’s news conference in
Paris, France. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address.

Interview With Ned Temko of the Observer in Rome, Italy
June 13, 2008

Progress in Iraq/Remarks to the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development in Paris, France

Mr. Temko. You’re giving a major speech
in Paris in a few hours’ time on what you
describe as a new era of transatlantic union.
And obviously, the picture in Europe is
much more encouraging, it would seem,
than a few years ago. What’s changed, in
your view, and what needs to be fixed?

The President. This is the—what’s
changed is the—we’ve gone beyond the
Iraq period for two reasons. One is that
Iraq is—democracy is succeeding. People
are beginning to see progress. And there-
fore, people that—at least governments that
felt like they didn’t want to participate in
the liberation of Iraq have now wanted to
participate in the reconstruction of Iraq.
And their people are beginning to see some
success. Maliki has moved things—Stock-
holm—and comports himself like a leader
would, and he speaks hopefully about the
future.

Secondly, that there are a lot of issues
that we’re focused on that kind of send
a signal that cooperation is necessary to
change the conditions of the world for the
better—cooperation on AIDS, cooperation
on malaria, cooperation on trade, hopefully,
discussion about climate change, coopera-
tion in Afghanistan. In other words, the
agenda is varied, and it’s profound.

And my speech basically says that by fo-
cusing on these issues and by working to-
gether in a unified way, we can be trans-

formative, just like we were in the past.
Europe used to be inward looking right
after World War II—necessarily so—to re-
build. America helped. Now we can be out-
ward looking as we help others.

I also have a—I’m a believer that liberty
is transformative—the power of liberty is
universal, that moral relativism must be re-
jected, and that we’ve got to have con-
fidence in liberty to help others so that
we’re more secure ourselves. And that’s
what the speech is. It’s a hopeful speech.

Russia-U.S. Relations
Mr. Temko. And one of the areas of Eu-

rope where liberty has been sort of partly
transformative is clearly post-Soviet Russia.
And you’ve had very strong personal rela-
tionship with Putin. First of all, is your
assessment that Putin is still basically in
charge? And how important is your per-
sonal relationship?

The President. Let me start with the sec-
ond. My personal relationship is important
because we had differences. And therefore,
if you work hard to establish a relationship
of trust, that you’re then able to air out
your differences in a way that’s respectful
of the other person, and at the same time,
find common ground.

One area of common ground that has
really not been given much attention is
Iran. I agreed that the Iranians should
have—they have the sovereign right to have
civilian nuclear power. Putin obviously be-
lieves they should; witness the cooperation
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