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Our men and women in uniform and
their families deserve better than this.
Around the world, our troops are taking
on dangerous missions with skill and deter-
mination. In Afghanistan, theyre delivering
blows to the Taliban and Al Qaida. In Iraq,
they've helped bring violence down to its
lowest point since late March of 2004. Ci-
vilian deaths are down; sectarian killings are
down. As security has improved, the econ-
omy has improved as well, and political rec-
onciliation is taking place at the grassroots
and national levels. The Iraqi security
forces are becoming more capable, and as
they do, our troops are beginning to come
home under a policy of return on success.

Each day, the men and women of our
Armed Forces risk their lives to make sure
their fellow citizens are safer. They serve
with courage and honor. Theyve earned

Statement on the Death of Jim McKay

June 7, 2008

Laura and I were saddened to learn of
the passing of Jim McKay. For a generation
of Americans, Jim was more than the
much-honored host of “Wide World of
Sports” and ABC’s Olympic coverage. He
was a talented and eloquent newsman and
storyteller whose special gift was his ability
to make the viewers at home genuinely
care about more than just who won or lost.

Jim was at his best during what had to
be his most difficult assignment, hosting

the respect of all Americans, and they de-
serve the full support of Congress. I often
hear Members of Congress say they oppose
the war but still support the troops. Now
they have a chance to prove it. Congress
should pass a responsible funding bill that
gives our men and women in uniform the
resources they need and the support they
have earned.
Thank you for listening.

NoOTE: The address was recorded at 10:30
a.m. on June 6 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
June 7. The transcript was made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary on June 6,
but was embargoed for release until the
broadcast. The Office of the Press Secretary
also released a Spanish language transcript
of this address.

with skill and sensitivity ABC’s blanket cov-
erage of the 1972 Munich Olympics hos-
tage crisis.

Off camera, he was a compassionate and
generous person and devoted family man.

We are also grateful for Jim’s service to
his country as a naval officer aboard a
minesweeper during World War II.

Our thoughts and prayers are with Jim’s
wife Margaret, his children Sean and Mary,
and all of his family and friends.

Interview With Natasa Briski of Slovenia’s POP TV

June 6, 2008

Ms. Briski. First of all, I would like to
thank you very much for this opportunity
and for your time, Mr. President. Thank
you very much.
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The President. You're welcome.

President’s Visit to Slovenia

Ms. Briski. Your first—7 years ago—and
what just might be your very last trip to
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