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May 25, 2008

I congratulate Michel Sleiman on his
election as President of Lebanon. I am con-
fident that Lebanon has chosen a leader
committed to protecting its sovereignty, ex-
tending the Government’s authority over all
of Lebanon, and upholding Lebanon’s
international obligations under U.N. Secu-
rity Council resolutions, including 1559,
1701, and 1757.

I am hopeful that the Doha agreement,
which paved the way for this election, will
usher in an era of political reconciliation
to the benefit of all Lebanese. We look
forward to working with President Sleiman
in pursuit of our common values of free-
dom and independence.

Remarks at a Memorial Day Ceremony in Arlington, Virginia

May 26, 2008

Thank you. Mr. Secretary, thank you for
the kind introduction. Members of my Cab-
inet, members of the administration, Admi-
ral Mullen, Members of the United States
Congress—Senator Warner and
Congressman  Skelton—members of the
military, our veterans, honored guests, fami-
lies of the fallen: Laura and I are honored
to be with you on Memorial Day, and
thank you for coming.

A few moments ago, I placed a wreath
upon the tomb of three brave Americans
who gave their lives in service to our Na-
tion. The names of these honored are
known only to the Creator, who delivered
them home from the anguish of war, but
their valor is known to us all. It’s the same
valor that endured the stinging cold of Val-
ley Forge. It is the same valor that planted
the proud colors of a great nation on a
mountaintop on Iwo Jima. It is the same
valor that charged fearlessly through the
assault of enemy fire from the mountains
of Afghanistan to the deserts of Iraq. It
is the valor that has defined the Armed
Forces of the United States of America
throughout our history.

Today we gather to honor those who
gave everything to preserve our way of life.
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The men and women we honor here served
for liberty, they sacrificed for liberty, and
in countless acts of courage, they died for
liberty. From faraway lands, they were re-
turned to cemeteries like this one, where
broken hearts received their broken bodies.
They found peace beneath the white
headstones in the land they fought to de-
fend.

It is a solemn reminder of the cost of
freedom that the number of headstones in
a place such as this grows with every new
Memorial Day. In a world where freedom
is constantly under attack and in a world
where our security is challenged, the joys
of liberty are often purchased by the sac-
rifices of those who serve a cause greater
than themselves. Today we mourn and re-
member all who have given their lives in
the line of duty. Today we lift up our
hearts, especially to those who've fallen in
the past year.

We remember Army Specialist Ronald
Tucker of Fountain, Colorado. As a young
man, Ronnie was known for having an in-
fectious smile and a prankster’s sense of
humor. And then he joined the United
States Army, which brought out a more
mature side in him. Ronnie transformed
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