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May 7 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008

House Chief of Staff Thomas F. ‘‘Mack’’
McLarty; Cuban dissident Martha Beatriz
Roque Cabello; former Cuban political pris-
oner Jorge Luis Garcia Perez; Berta Soler
Fernandez, wife of Cuban political prisoner
Angel Moya Acosta; President Felipe de

Jesus Calderon Hinojosa of Mexico; and
President Martin Torrijos Espino of Panama.
The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of these
remarks.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency
Blocking Property of Certain Persons and Prohibiting the Export of Certain
Goods to Syria
May 7, 2008

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a national
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits
to the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect beyond
the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent to the Federal
Register for publication the enclosed notice,
stating that the national emergency de-
clared in Executive Order 13338 of May
11, 2004, and expanded in scope in Execu-
tive Order 13399 of April 25, 2006, and
Executive Order 13460 of February 13,
2008, authorizing the blocking of property
of certain persons and prohibiting the ex-
portation and re-exportation of certain
goods to Syria, is to continue in effect be-
yond May 11, 2008.

The actions of the Government of Syria
in supporting terrorism, interfering in Leb-

anon, pursuing weapons of mass destruction
and missile programs including the recent
revelation of illicit nuclear cooperation with
North Korea, and undermining U.S. and
international efforts with respect to the sta-
bilization and reconstruction of Iraq pose
a continuing unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security, foreign pol-
icy, and economy of the United States. For
these reasons, I have determined that it
is necessary to continue in effect the na-
tional emergency declared with respect to
this threat and to maintain in force the
sanctions I have ordered to address this
national emergency.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House,
May 7, 2008.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D
at the end of this volume.
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Message to the Congress Transmitting the Czech Republic-United States
Social Security Agreement
May 7, 2008

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to section 233(e)(1) of the So-

cial Security Act, as amended by the Social
Security Amendments of 1977 (Public Law
95–216, 42 U.S.C. 433(e)(1)), I transmit
herewith the Agreement Between the
United States of America and the Czech
Republic on Social Security, which consists
of two separate instruments: a principal
agreement and an administrative arrange-
ment. The Agreement was signed in Prague
on September 7, 2007.

The United States-Czech Republic
Agreement is similar in objective to the
social security agreements already in force
with Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada,
Chile, Finland, France, Germany, Greece,
Ireland, Italy, Japan, Korea, Luxembourg,
the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland, and the United King-
dom. Such bilateral agreements provide for
limited coordination between the United
States and foreign social security systems
to eliminate dual social security coverage
and taxation, and to help prevent the lost
benefit protection that can occur when
workers divide their careers between two
countries. The United States-Czech Repub-
lic Agreement contains all provisions man-

dated by section 233 and other provisions
that I deem appropriate to carry out the
purposes of section 233, pursuant to section
233(c)(4).

I also transmit for the information of the
Congress a report prepared by the Social
Security Administration explaining the key
points of the Agreement, along with a para-
graph-by-paragraph explanation of the pro-
visions of the principal agreement and the
related administrative arrangement. An-
nexed to this report is the report required
by section 233(e)(1) of the Social Security
Act, which describes the effect of the
Agreement on income and expenditures of
the U.S. Social Security program and the
number of individuals affected by the
Agreement. The Department of State and
the Social Security Administration have rec-
ommended the Agreement and related doc-
uments to me.

I commend to the Congress the United
States-Czech Republic Social Security
Agreement and related documents.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House,
May 7, 2008.
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