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May 2 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008

history of freedom. On May 5, 1862, an
outnumbered band of Mexican soldiers de-
feated a large European power against
overwhelming odds at the Battle of Puebla.
Emboldened by victory and yearning for
independence, Mexican patriots ultimately
won independence on September 16, 1867.
Today, we remember these heroic accom-
plishments and all those working to advance
peace and liberty around the globe.

This holiday is also an opportunity to rec-
ognize the strong ties of family, economy,
and culture that bind the United States and

Mexico. Through a shared commitment to
economic liberty and the universal right of
freedom, the United States and Mexico
continue to build a future of prosperity and
opportunity for all people.

Laura and I send our best wishes. Que
Dios los bendiga.

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language version of this
message. An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting a
Request for Fiscal Year 2009 Supplemental Appropriations for Ongoing
Military and Intelligence Operations and Selected Other International
Activities
May 2, 2008

Dear Madam Speaker:
I ask the Congress to consider the en-

closed amendments to my FY 2009 Budget
that provide the necessary resources for on-
going military and intelligence operations,
as well as foreign assistance activities in
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom and
Operation Enduring Freedom. They also
provide the necessary resources for selected
other international activities that advance
our national security, including food assist-
ance to address the global food crisis.

These amendments distribute by account
$70 billion of discretionary budget authority

included as an allowance in my FY 2009
Budget for the Global War on Terror. This
amount is already factored into the FY
2009 Budget projections and would not in-
crease the deficit.

I hereby designate the specific proposals
in the amounts requested herein as emer-
gency requirements. This request rep-
resents urgent and essential requirements.
The details of the request are set forth
in the enclosed letter from the Director
of the Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

The President’s Radio Address
May 3, 2008

Good morning. This week, the Com-
merce Department reported that GDP
grew at an annual rate of six-tenths of a
percent in the first quarter. This rate of

growth is not nearly as high as we would
like. And after a record 52 months of unin-
terrupted job growth, April was the fourth
month in a row in which our economy lost
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