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safe, they’re resistant to drought and dis-
ease, and they hold the promise of pro-
ducing more food for more people.

Now, here at home, we’re working to
ensure that our poorest citizens get the
food they need. Since 2001, the administra-
tion, in working with Congress, has in-
creased funding for nutrition assistance pro-
grams by 76 percent. We’ve adjusted food
stamp benefits annually to cover price in-
creases at the checkout counter. And last
month, the Agriculture Department made
available an additional $150 million to re-
spond to the food needs of those who de-
pend on WIC, the Special Supplemental
Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and
Children. With this new funding, we will
have increased our support for WIC by
18.6 percent this year.

The American people are generous peo-
ple, and they’re compassionate people. We
believe in the timeless truth to whom much
is given, much is expected. And so there-
fore, at home we will work to ensure that
the neediest among us can cope with the
rising food prices. And with the new inter-
national funding I’m announcing today,
we’re sending a clear message to the world
that America will lead the fight against hun-
ger for years to come.

Thank you very much for your interest.
God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:13 p.m. in
the Diplomatic Reception Room at the
White House.

Statement on the Situation in Burma
May 1, 2008

The people of Burma have long awaited
the opportunity to live in a true democracy.
The referendum vote scheduled for May
10, 2008, could have been that opportunity.
However, Than Shwe and his regime are
ensuring that the referendum vote will be
on a dangerously flawed Constitution and
will not be free, fair, or credible. They con-
tinue to ignore calls from the Burmese peo-
ple and the international community for a
genuine process that could result in a legiti-
mate Constitution reflecting the will of the
people, and they continue to carry out a
campaign to intimidate voters and to arrest
those who dare speak out against the flaws
of the referendum and draft Constitution.

The regime has not acted on any of the
measures called for by the United Nations
Security Council and does not cooperate
with Special Adviser Ibrahim Gambari. We
have called for the early release of all polit-
ical prisoners; implementation of measures
to address the political, economic, humani-

tarian, and human rights issues that are of
concern; and the creation of necessary con-
ditions for a genuine dialogue with Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi and all concerned par-
ties and ethnic groups in order to achieve
an inclusive national reconciliation. Fur-
thermore, the regime has refused offers
from Mr. Gambari to provide technical as-
sistance or international monitors for the
pending referendum.

Laura and I are committed to work for
the people of Burma and help in their
struggle to free themselves from the re-
gime’s tyranny. I have signed a new Execu-
tive order that will block all property and
interests in property of designated individ-
uals and entities determined to be owned
or controlled by, directly or indirectly, the
Government of Burma or an official or offi-
cials of the Government of Burma. This
Executive order expands existing authorities
that allow the United States Government
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to target those who are responsible for sup-
porting, empowering, and enriching the
Burmese regime, a regime that exploits and
oppresses the people of Burma.

The United States will continue to pres-
sure Burma’s rulers until they respond to
the legitimate calls of the Burmese people
for a genuine dialogue leading to a demo-
cratic transition.

NOTE: The statement referred to Senior
Gen. Than Shwe, Chairman, State Peace and
Development Council of Burma; United Na-
tions Special Envoy to Myanmar Ibrahim
Gambari; and Aung San Suu Kyi, leader of
the National League for Democracy in
Burma.

Statement on World Press Freedom Day
May 1, 2008

May 3 marks World Press Freedom Day.
Just and open societies protect and rely
on the freedom of the press. That freedom
is enshrined in the first amendment to the
United States Constitution, because free-
dom of speech is integral to a free society.

Brutal regimes and others who seek to
stifle liberty often do so by closing down
private newspapers and radio and television
stations. They kidnap, arbitrarily jail, and
beat journalists. Some journalists have been
taken from their families for years, and oth-
ers have been killed for speaking out. Many
were killed by terrorists, extremists, and in-
surgents who seek to deny people even
basic access to information as well as the
right to free speech.

Journalists should be able to report with-
out fear of persecution. In countries such
as Belarus, Burma, China, Cuba, Eritrea,
Iran, Libya, North Korea, Syria, Venezuela,
and Zimbabwe, repressive laws severely re-
strict freedom of speech, and those who
attempt to report are often imprisoned. In
2007, for the ninth consecutive year, China
remained the world’s top jailer of journal-
ists, followed by Cuba, Eritrea, Iran, and
Azerbaijan.

The United States condemns the harass-
ment, physical intimidation, persecution,
and other abuse that journalists, including
bloggers and Internet reporters, have faced
in China, Cuba, Egypt, Tunisia, Venezuela,
and Vietnam, as well as the unsolved mur-
ders of journalists in Belarus, Lebanon, and
Russia. We call on all governments to guar-
antee the inalienable rights of their people,
including, consistent with article 19 of the
United Nations Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, the right to freedom of
speech and the press.

America stands with those who struggle
for their liberty, including those in the
press who continue their work in spite of
risks. During fiscal year 2007, the United
States provided $78 million in approxi-
mately 40 countries to promote media free-
dom and freedom of information. As Presi-
dent, I have met with many journalists and
editors who are struggling against forces
that seek to suppress media freedom. We
salute these courageous individuals, and we
recognize the importance of the right to
a free press in spreading freedom around
the world.
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