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strategic interest to help defeat these
ideologues who murder the innocent to
achieve their political objectives.

America is fully committed to this mis-
sion of mercy. The United States of Amer-
ica is doing the right thing, and your Gov-
ernment and the people of this country are
showing their kindness and compassion and
decency. Any American who wants to be-
come involved in this mission can go to
fightingmalaria.gov. It’s pretty easy. All you
got to do is type in fightingmalaria.gov, and
you can find out how you can help a wor-
thy and noble and necessary cause.

I thank you for coming and giving me
a chance to explain our initiative. God bless
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:44 a.m. at
the Northwest Boys & Girls Club. In his re-
marks, he referred to Roxanne Spillett, presi-
dent and chief executive officer, Boys & Girls
Clubs of America; entertainer Melinda Doo-
little; and Samuel S. Gray, Jr., president and
chief executive officer, Boys & Girls Clubs
of Hartford, Inc. The Malaria Awareness Day
proclamation is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.

The President’s Radio Address
April 26, 2008

Good morning. As we approach gradua-
tion season, many American students are
looking forward to beginning college in the
fall. This new chapter of life is a time of
great expectation but can also be a time
of anxiety. And that anxiety is being height-
ened by the recent credit crunch, which
has raised concerns about the potential
availability of student loans.

Recently, some lenders have dropped out
of the Federal program that provides col-
lege loans to students who have often little
or no credit. Without an adequate response,
this means that many students may ap-
proach the upcoming school year uncertain
of when they will be able to get their loans
or where they will come from.

A slowdown in the economy shouldn’t
mean a downturn in educational opportuni-
ties. So we’re taking decisive action now
to ensure that college is accessible and af-
fordable for students around the country.

One way we’re helping is through the
Department of Education’s lender of last
resort program, which works to provide
loans for students who are unable to secure
one from a lender. The Department is tak-
ing steps to ensure that the agencies in-

volved in this program are ready and able
to meet their responsibilities. If necessary,
the Government will help fund these loans.
With these actions, we will help ensure that
a college education is not unnecessarily de-
nied to those who have earned it.

These are important first steps, but more
needs to be done. Congress needs to pass
legislation that would give my administra-
tion greater authority to buy Federal stu-
dent loans. By doing so, we can ensure
that lenders will continue to participate in
the guaranteed loan program and ensure
that students continue to have access to
tuition assistance.

A bill that would do this has already
passed the House of Representatives. It is
called the ‘‘Ensuring Continued Access to
Student Loans Act.’’ This bill provides the
necessary tools for safeguarding student
loans without permanently expanding the
Government’s role in their financing. The
authority the bill grants is temporary and
would be used only if it became apparent
there was a shortage of loans available to
students.
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Ensuring the stability of student loans
is essential to keeping educational opportu-
nities open to all Americans. Last year
alone, Federal loans provided more than
$60 billion of aid to American students.
This money helped pay for tuition, text-
books, and the lifetime of opportunity that
comes with holding a college degree. Mem-
bers of Congress now have a chance to
preserve this opportunity, and they should
take it.

I urge Congress to get the ‘‘Ensuring
Continued Access to Student Loans Act’’
to my desk as soon as possible. A delay
of even a week or two may make it impos-
sible for this legislation to help students
going to school this fall. By working to-
gether to improve and enact this legislation
quickly, we can ensure that higher edu-

cation remains within the reach for all
those who’ve earned it, and we can ensure
that America’s college students can spend
more time next fall thinking about their
textbooks than their pocketbooks.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:10 a.m.
on April 25 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
April 26. In his address, the President re-
ferred to H.R. 5715, the ‘‘Ensuring Contin-
ued Access to Student Loans Act of 2008.’’
The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 25, but
was embargoed for release until the broad-
cast. The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language transcript of this
address.

Remarks at the White House Correspondents’ Association Dinner
April 26, 2008

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. Please
excuse me if I’m a little sleepy—3 a.m.
this morning, the red phone rang. [Laugh-
ter] It was the damn wedding planner.
[Laughter]

Two weeks from tonight is Jenna’s wed-
ding, so I’m a little wistful this evening.
Plus, this is my last White House Cor-
respondents’ dinner as President. You
know, I’m not sure what I’m going to do
next. After he left office, Vice President
Gore won an Oscar and the Nobel Peace
Prize. [Laughter] Hey, I don’t know, I
might win a prize—Publishing Clearing-
house or something. [Laughter]

But thanks for inviting me. Our enter-
tainment tonight is Craig Ferguson. You
know, this is a small world. Craig was once
in a punk band called Bastards from Hell,
which is what Dick and I are going to
call our band. [Laughter] Craig is Scottish
by birth; so is Barney. [Laughter] Two
months ago, Craig became an American cit-

izen. I’m honored to call you fellow Amer-
ican.

Ladies and gentlemen, surprisingly, I’ve
enjoyed these dinners. [Laughter] So to-
night I thought we’d reminisce a bit. The
first couple of years I came to this dinner,
I was really into slide shows.

[At this point, a video was shown.]
Next year, a new President will be stand-

ing up here. I have to say, I’m kind of
surprised we don’t have more Presidential
candidates here tonight, like, any. [Laugh-
ter] Senator McCain is not here. He prob-
ably wanted to distance himself from me
a little bit. [Laughter] You know, he’s not
alone; Jenna’s moving out too. [Laughter]

The two Democratic candidates aren’t
here either. Senator Clinton couldn’t get
into the building because of sniper fire,
and Senator Obama’s at church. [Laughter]

But I’m sure whoever the next President
is will show up at these dinners, especially
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