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Statement on the Appointment of Douglas V. O'Dell, Jr., as Federal
Coordinator of the Office of Gulf Coast Rebuilding

April 18, 2008

Today I am pleased to select Major Gen-
eral Doug O’Dell to serve as Coordinator
of Federal support for the recovery and
rebuilding of the Gulf Coast.

General O’Dell is an innovative problem-
solver with a wealth of experience in help-
ing the people of the Gulf Coast region.
As the commanding general of the 4th Ma-
rine Division in New Orleans in the after-
math of Hurricane Katrina, he employed
over 2,700 marines and sailors to evacuate
thousands of civilians, deliver essential
cargo, and restore basic functions in more
than 30 buildings. His strategic judgment
during Hurricane Rita enabled troops to
deliver relief almost immediately after the
storm. He has earned the trust of many
in the region, including State and local offi-
cials, and is the right person for this impor-
tant job.

General O’'Dell understands the progress
made in the Gulf Coast region, the impor-
tant work ahead, and the great spirit of
the people who call that region home. He
will build on the efforts of Don Powell
to help the people of the region continue
to rebuild their lives and their commu-
nities. I also want to thank Paul Conway
for doing a fine job as Interim Coordinator.

I am pleased to announce as well that
I have signed an Executive order to extend
the Federal Coordinator position until Feb-
ruary 28, 2009. This extension will ensure
a seamless transition into the next adminis-
tration so that the Federal Government can
continue to deliver effective, integrated,
and responsible support to the people of
the Gulf Coast region.

Message on the Observance of Passover, 5768

April 18, 2008

Then Moses said to the people, “Com-
memorate this day, the day you came out
of Egypt, out of the land of slavery, because
the Lord brought you out of it with a
mighty hand.”

Exopus 13:3

I send greetings to those observing Pass-
over.

More than 3,000 years ago, God liberated
the Children of Israel from the bondage
of Egypt and led them on a journey to-
wards the Promised Land. During the holy
days of Passover, Jews around the world
celebrate this deliverance from oppression

and give thanks to a loving God for His
many blessings. Passover is an opportunity
for Jewish families and friends to gather
to read the Haggadah, share the Seder
meal, and remember God’s mercy through
song and prayer. This eight-day observance
brings a message of hope and freedom to
the Jewish people.

Laura and I send our best wishes for
a joyous Passover.

GEORGE W. BusH

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.
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