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responsible homeowners with wise policies,

we’'ll help them weather a difficult period,

we will help get our economy back on

track, and we will ensure America remains

the most prosperous nation in the world.
Thank you for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 7:05 a.m.
on March 28 in the Cabinet Room at the

White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
March 29. In the address, the President re-
ferred to Penny Meredith, mortgage coun-
selor, Novadebt. The transcript was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary
on March 28, but was embargoed for release
until the broadcast. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Remarks on Departure for Kiev, Ukraine

March 31, 2008

Good morning. Laura and I are on our
way to a very important NATO summit,
and Members of the United States Con-
gress are on their way back to Washington.
And they have a lot of work to do.

Congress needs to pass FISA reform.
Our intelligence professionals are waiting
on the Congress to give them the tools
they need to monitor terrorist communica-
tions. Congress also needs to provide liabil-
ity protection to companies that may have
helped save lives after September the 11th,
2001.

Congress needs to pass legislation to
modernize the Federal Housing Adminis-
tration. Struggling homeowners are waiting
on Congress to act, so that the FHA can

help more Americans refinance their mort-
gages and stay in their homes.

Congress needs to act urgently to ap-
prove the Colombian free trade agreement.
A courageous ally in South America is wait-
ing on Congress to approve an agreement
that will strengthen our national security.
American businesses, workers, and farmers
are waiting on Congress to level the playing
field.

These are all vital priorities. And I ask
members of both parties to get these im-
portant pieces of legislation to my desk as
soon as possible.

Thank you very much.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 6:56 a.m. on
the South Lawn at the White House.

Statement on the Resignation of Alphonso R. Jackson as Secretary of

Housing and Urban Development
March 31, 2008

Today Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development Alphonso Jackson announced
his decision to leave the Department after
7 years of dedicated service. I have known
Alphonso Jackson for many years, and I
have known him to be a strong leader and

a good man. I have accepted his resignation
with regret.

Secretary Jackson is a great American
success story. The youngest of 12 chil-
dren—his father was a foundry worker, and
his mother was a nurse midwife—Alphonso
has always understood the value of hard
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