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Prime Minister Topolanek. Well, actually,
I think the same as you think. Well, if
he traveled with Mr. Zaoralek—together
with Mr. Zaoralek, then I think it is unfor-
givable.

Well, first of all, I would like to say that
these activities of the opposition leaders
and their foreign policy does not really
serve the interests of our country. And I
would like to remind you that when I was
in the opposition—and we were in the op-
position—we never created any kind of for-
eign policy on our own. And therefore, I
understand the reasons for this study-visit
to Syria. I would be much happier if they
traveled as tourists and nothing else.

I would like to actually mention that I
got this present from the state Secretary
of Commerce, Mr. Gutierrez. It is a brace-
let, and there is a simple word on it, which
is cambio, meaning ‘‘change.’’ And in Cuba,

you can actually get arrested for wearing
this bracelet. But when I come back home,
I will wear this just for the sake of Mr.
Paroubek and Mr. Zaoralek. [Laughter]

President Bush. Thank you. Thank you
all.

Prime Minister Topolanek. Thank you
very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:54 a.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to former President
Martti Ahtisaari of Finland, United Nations
Special Envoy of the Secretary-General for
the Future Status Process for Kosovo. Prime
Minister Topolanek referred to Parliament
Member Lubomir Zaoralek and Leader of
the Opposition Jiri Paroubek of the Czech
Republic. Prime Minister Topolanek spoke
in Czech, and his remarks were translated
by an interpreter.

Remarks Following a Meeting With United States Special Envoy to the
Organization of the Islamic Conference Sada Cumber and an Exchange
With Reporters
February 27, 2008

The President. A while ago, I announced
that I would be naming a Presidential
Envoy to the Organization of Islamic Con-
ference, and I am pleased to announce it’s
Sada Cumber. He’s a very successful busi-
nessman, a person who knows the Islamic
world. He’s agreed to serve in that capacity,
and, Sada, I want to thank you very much.

We just had a discussion about his mis-
sion. And the core of his mission is to ex-
plain to the Islamic world that America is
a friend—is a friend of freedom—is a
friend of peace; that we value religion; that,
matter of fact, we value it to the point
where we believe that anybody should be
able to worship the way they see fit, and
we respect that.

And his is an important job. There’s a
lot of misperceptions about America, and

Sada is going to be a part of our effort
to explain the truth. And when people hear
the truth about America, when they know
that we’re a land full of compassionate peo-
ple and that we value other people’s opin-
ions, that I—they’ll slowly but surely begin
to better appreciate.

Now, a lot of people love America; don’t
get me wrong. After all, a lot—there’s a
lot of people trying to come here because
of what we stand for. But we’ve got work
to do in certain areas. And I can’t thank
you enough for going and really will strong-
ly support you in your work.

Special Envoy Cumber. Thank you.
The President. Thank you very much, sir.

Death of William F. Buckley, Jr.
Q. Any thoughts on Buckley?
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The President. I just had the—I just
hung up with Christopher Buckley, the son
of William F. Buckley. I expressed Laura
and my sadness over the passage of this
very important figure in American political
thought. He was a great author, a great
wit, and a leader. And Chris said that his
dad died at his desk. And I asked whether
it had been a—I know it’s a painful experi-
ence for Chris’s heart, but he said that
his dad died a peaceful death. And we got
to thank God for that and thank God for
his life.

Q. Did you talk to him much during
this—[inaudible]—sir?

Q. You once said Buckley moved con-
servatism into the Oval Office, that he

moved conservatism from the margins of
American society into the Oval Office.

The President. No question, he was a—
one of the great political thinkers. He influ-
enced a lot of people, including me. And
he was—I can remember those debates
they had on TV. And he was so articulate,
and he captured the imagination of a lot
of folks because he was—he had a great
way of defining the issues. It was erudite,
and yet a lot of folks from different walks
of life could understand it. And he’s
made—he’s a big figure in our history, and
he’ll be missed. And we ask for God’s
blessings on his soul. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:01 p.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House.

Remarks Honoring the 2007 World Series Champion Boston Red Sox
February 27, 2008

The President. Welcome. Thanks for
coming. Please be seated. So Tim
Wakefield’s batterymate is Doug Mirabelli;
mine is the Vice President. [Laughter]
We’re glad you all are here. The mighty
Red Sox Nation has stormed the South
Lawn.

It’s my honor to welcome the owners
of the Red Sox. The principal owner is
John Henry. Tom Werner is the chair-
man—and my longtime buddy Larry
Lucchino. Thank you all for coming, and
congratulations. We appreciate the other
owners who are here as well. I’m proud
to be here with Terry Francona; the captain
of the mighty Red Sox, Jason Varitek; the
MVP of the World Series, Mike Lowell.
They’re mentioned because I’m trying to
entice a gift out of them. [Laughter]

We appreciate very much members of
the administration who are here. Don’t lin-
ger. [Laughter] Welcome to the Members
of the United States Congress—Massachu-

setts and Connecticut and probably Rhode
Island and—[applause]—yes. [Laughter]
Thanks for coming.

I’m real proud for the Red Sox baseball
club, its players, the players’ families, all
those associated with this unbelievably suc-
cessful franchise. You know, you’ve—Red
Sox Nation extends beyond the South
Lawn, extends beyond New England. It ob-
viously goes to the Caribbean and even the
Far East. And so we welcome Japan’s
Daisuke here to the South Lawn. His press
corps is bigger than mine. [Laughter] And
we both have trouble answering questions
in English. [Laughter]

Two thousand seven was an unforget-
table season: fast start; hung on in the end;
swept the Angels; had a little trouble with
the Indians, but battled back from what
a lot of folks were saying sure defeat; and
you took on Colorado and swept them.
Like, you’re 8–0 in the World Series. And
I appreciate the fact that, as I mentioned,
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