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this program is successful is because I want
this program to continue to be funded. It’s
in our national interests that the American
generosity continue beyond my Presidency.

And so, Mr. President, one way to send
a clear message to the good people of our
country is that their generosity is saving
lives. And we really appreciate those whose
lives have been saved, to come and share
their stories. And, Tatu, it’s good to see
you again. She was at the State of the
Union Address, she and Faith, sitting with
Laura and our two daughters. And your
smile is bright today as it was then. [Laugh-
ter] So it’s good to see you. And, Doctor,
thank you.

President Kikwete. She has hope. Now
she has hope for the future.

President Bush. She has hope and Faith.
[Laughter]

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:35 p.m. In
his remarks, he referred to Chalamilla E.
Guerino, field director of HIV and AIDS
care and treatment, Amana District Hospital;
and HIV patients Tatu Msangi and her
daughter Faith Mang’ehe, Janet and Steven
Rogers and their son Steven, Jr., and
Honorati V. Shirima. President Kikwete re-
ferred to his wife Mama Salma Kikwete of
Tanzania.

Remarks at a State Dinner Hosted by President Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete of
Tanzania in Dar es Salaam
February 17, 2008

President Bush. Mr. President, thank you
very much, sir, for your gracious and warm
hospitality. Madam, thank you very much.
Mr. President, thank you for coming back
from Germany today. Laura and I are
touched. This has been a spectacular trip.
It’s not over, because tomorrow we’re going
to tour more of your country.

President Kikwete. You’ll be——
President Bush. I’ll be—[laughter]. But

I must say that our trip here has exceeded
my expectations. I knew you were an ac-
complished Government. After all, you’ve
dramatically reduced malaria; you’re in the
process of dramatically reducing HIV/
AIDS. My country has awarded you the
largest Millennium Challenge grant ever in
the history of our Nation, all because your

Government is committed to honest, decent
government for the people.

I have been extremely touched, as has
Laura, by the outpouring of support by the
great people of Tanzania. And so, Mr.
President, I too would like to propose a
toast: To you and your family, to the people
of Tanzania, and to our friendship, may
it be long lasting.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:58 p.m. at
the State House. In his remarks, he referred
to Mama Salma Kikwete, wife of President
Kikwete. The transcript released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also included the
remarks of President Kikwete. A tape was
not available for the verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.
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Remarks Following a Tour of Meru District Hospital in Arusha, Tanzania
February 18, 2008

Habari zenu. We have just toured the
hospital here, which is on the forefront of
Tanzania’s fight against malaria. I want to
thank you, doc, for leading the tour, and
thank you for your compassion. I appreciate
the commissioner welcoming us to the dis-
trict. I also want to thank Minister
Mwakyusa for joining us here in Arusha.
I’m grateful for the members of the diplo-
matic corps who’ve joined us.

During the visit at this hospital, we met
pregnant women who will receive insecti-
cide-treated bed nets. We witnessed a pedi-
atric ward and observed children being di-
agnosed and treated. We saw how an his-
toric partnership is saving lives across the
continent of Africa.

For years, malaria has been a health cri-
sis in sub-Saharan Africa. The disease keeps
sick workers home, schoolyards quiet, and
communities in mourning. The suffering
caused by malaria is needless, and every
death caused by malaria is unacceptable.
It is unacceptable to people here in Africa,
who see their families devastated and their
economies crippled. It is unacceptable to
people in the United States, who believe
every human life has value and that the
power to save lives comes with the moral
obligation to use it.

In 2005, I announced that the United
States would work to save lives through
our malaria initiative. Under this 5-year,
$1.2 billion program, we’re working with
15 African countries to cut malaria-related
deaths by half.

Our strategy to achieve this goal is
straightforward. First, the initiative supports
indoor residual spraying to keep deadly
mosquitoes at bay. Here in Tanzania, spray-
ing campaigns have reached hundreds of
thousands of homes and have protected
more than a million people.

Second, the initiative supports treatment
for those who are most vulnerable to ma-

laria, especially pregnant women. Here in
Tanzania, more than 2,400 health workers
have been trained to provide specialized
treatment that prevents malaria in expect-
ant mothers.

Third, the initiative provides lifesaving
drugs. Here in Tanzania, the program has
supported more than 1 million courses of
treatment and has trained more than 5,000
health workers in how to use them.

Fourth, the initiative supports the dis-
tribution of insecticide-treated bed nets,
and Laura and I are about to distribute
some of those bed nets. This is one of
the simplest technologies imaginable, but
it’s also one of the most effective. Here
in Tanzania, we’re working with the Gov-
ernment and partners such as the Global
Fund to provide bed net vouchers for in-
fants and pregnant mothers. Women can
use these vouchers to buy bed nets at local
shops at a huge discount. So far, an esti-
mated 5 million vouchers have been distrib-
uted through these programs.

Today I’m pleased to announce new
steps in the bed net campaign. Within the
next 6 months, the United States and Tan-
zania, in partnership with the World Bank
and the Global Fund, will begin distrib-
uting 5.2 million free bed nets. This ambi-
tious nationwide program will provide
enough nets to protect every child between
the ages of 1 and 5 in Tanzania.

The bed net campaign is supported by
Tanzanian manufacturers, including A to Z
Textiles, which we will visit later today. So
as this campaign protects women and chil-
dren from malaria, it also boasts—boosts
local economies. It helps develop a culture
of bed net use that will be sustained long
after relief programs have ended.

For the past 2 years, we’ve applied our
strategy here in Tanzania, and we’re seeing
results. In June 2006, at the district hospital
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