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Ms. Cullen. How about that.

The President. But more importantly,
she’s very much a part of the Heart Truth
Campaign here in Kansas City.

Ms. Cullen. Yes.

The President. And she’s helping people
understand two things: one, to be able to
recognize the symptoms, and secondly, be
able to prevent the symptoms from hap-
pening in the first place.

Now, people need to have screenings and
checkups; people need to live healthy lives,
through exercise and no tobacco. In other
words, the decisions we make will affect
whether or not our hearts remain strong.

And so I want to thank you for being
a strong leader

Ms. Cullen. Thank you.

The President. in the campaign for
awareness. And so it’s my honor, Joyce, to
join you in—as you watch me sign this
proclamation declaring February American
Heart Month.

[At this point, the President signed the
proclamation. ]

Thank you. You bet. Thank you for being
here. Thank you all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 8:28 a.m. at
the InterContinental Kansas City Hotel. The
American Heart Month proclamation is list-
ed in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Remarks at Hallmark Cards, Inc., in Kansas City

February 1, 2008

Thank you all. Thank you for letting me
come by to say hello. A couple of observa-
tions: One, you work for a fabulous com-
pany of caring people. I appreciate, Don,
your hospitality. I am still trying to recover
from the kindergarten experience. [Laugh-
ter] I mean, you talk about sapping a per-
son’s energy. [Laughter] But it was a fabu-
lous experience.

I got to see Hallmark cards being made,
and the fella kindly made me one that said,
“For your daughters.” It was sweet; it just
didn’t have any warning in there about how
to conduct myself for the upcoming wed-
ding. [Laughter]

I'm here in Kansas City for a couple
of reasons. One, I do want to spend a little
time on the economy. I had breakfast this
morning with entrepreneurs, small-business
owners. I want to find out what’s on their
mind. I will tell you that there’s a sense
of optimism, I was pleased to hear. People
are confident about the future—at least,
these businessowners were—and they
should be. Interest rates are low; inflation
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is low; productivity is high. But there are
certainly some troubling signs. There’s seri-
ous signs that the economy is weakening
and that we got to do something about
it.

Today we got such a sign when after
52 consecutive months of job creation, we
lost 17,000 jobs. The unemployment rate
went down, but nevertheless, a serious mat-
ter is, is that for the first time in 52 months
that we didn’t create jobs.

And so the question is, what do we do
about it? Does Government have a respon-
sibility, and if so, what is it? I do think
Government has a responsibility. I think
Government can take decisive action to
help us deal with this period of uncertainty.

One such action is to help people stay
in their homes. We got—some of our citi-
zens purchased mortgages that they can't
afford now. Hopefully, the reason—hope-
fully, they didn’t get deceived, and if they
did, the Government has a responsibility
to take care of that. In other words, we
don’t want people buying a mortgage and
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the person who sold them the mortgage
didn’t fully disclose the reset inherent in
a subprime note.

But we can help people stay in their
homes by connecting the borrower with the
mortgage industry. Now, what makes it dif-
ficult in this day and age is that when I
bought a home, I sat down with the savings
and loan officer. And had I gotten in a
financial bind, I would have gone back to
that same officer and said, you own my
note; help me refinance so I can stay in
my home. Today, that financial institution
probably doesn’t own the note anymore;
somebody else owns the note. And there-
fore, we're trying to make sure we connect
the borrower with somebody in the mort-
gage industry that will help them refinance.

And that's why we started what’s called
the HOPE NOW Alliance. Secretary
Paulson and Secretary Jackson are bringing
people together from the private sector,
and they couple that with an information
campaign, so that people who have a
subprime loan know how to refinance and
can find somebody to help them refinance.
And it's been a complicated matter, but
nevertheless, we're very much engaged in
helping people sort through what is defi-
nitely a difficult period in their life.

The Government can help. The Federal
Housing Administration has got the capac-
ity to help refinance homes, and they need
to expand the authority of the FHA to do
it. And Congress needs to get that bill
passed. I mean, this will be a positive step
toward helping people stay in homes. And
that’s what we want to do. See, you notice
I'm not saying, we're going to bail out the
lenders. We're going to help the individual
person be able to keep their home. It’s
in the interest of the country we do that.

Secondly, there’s bonding authorities,
tax-exempt bonding authorities, that are
now used to help people buy new homes.
States and local governments ought to be
able to use that money to help people stay
in the home they have. And that will be
helpful as well. And so here are some con-

structive measures that we can take.
There’s a cyclicality when it comes to the
housing interests—housing industry. But in
the meantime, or during this down cycle,
we want to help individual Americans.

Secondly, a concern is whether or not
our consumers will lose confidence in our
economy. You don’t want that to happen
at Hallmark. You want the consumers to
still buy your product on a regular basis.
And one way to address that issue is to
have a temporary, robust tax rebate. And
that’s what we’re working on in Congress.
You hear this discussion of a stimulus pack-
age. Well, a key component of that package
is to get—give you some of your money
back so you can spend it.

And the House of Representatives passed
a good package. The administration worked
with the House—it may surprise you that
Republicans and Democrats can actually
get something done in a constructive fash-
ion, but it happened in this case, for the
good of the country. And now the Senate
is debating the bill, and it's very important
for the Senate to finish their work quickly
cause the sooner we can get money into
our consumers’ hands, the more likely it
is, is that this economy will get back—re-
cover from this period of uncertainty.

The fundamentals are strong. We're just
in a rough patch, as witnessed by the em-
ployment figures today. And I'm confident
we can get through this rough patch. And
one way to do it is to—for Congress and
the administration to work collaboratively
and get this deal done.

Now, a key component, as well, of a
growth package is to encourage businesses
to invest. And why would you do that?
Well, if Hallmark buys a new piece of
equipment, somebody has to make that
equipment. In other words, job creation
happens when people make investments.
And if you, therefore, stimulate businesses,
both large and small, to make investments
this year, as quickly as possible, it means
somebody is more likely to keep work and
the economy will continue to be strong.
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So the two key components of this pack-
age are, one, enhance consumerism by giv-
ing consumers money—it’s not like a great
gift; after all, it's your own money; we're
just giving it back to you—and encouraging
businesses to invest. I believe we can get
this package done. I know it has to be
done quickly. I appreciate the fact that the
Senate is trying to work through this as
quickly as possible. I'm just urging them
to get it done, because the sooner this
package makes it to my desk, that actually
focuses on ways to stimulate growth, the
better off our economy is going to be.

Finally, we need to be thinking about
how to effect economic growth in the long
term. In other words, we’ll deal with the
short-term issue, but as we do so, we also
need to be wise about the policy so that
we can continue this period of growth that
we’ve had.

A couple points I want to make to you
on that. One is it's important for Hallmark
to be able to sell your cards overseas. I
mean, the more people that are exposed
to the Hallmark product, the more likely
it is that theyll buy. You just want a chance
to compete. And so trade is an important
aspect of—to making sure our economy re-
mains strong. There are some folks who
worry about trade. They want to protect
America from products from overseas. I am
concerned about protectionism, and so
should you, because if we end up having
trade wars, it’s going to be less likely Hall-
mark products will be sold overseas.

My attitude is, just give us a chance;
let's level the playing field. We can com-
pete with anybody, anytime. We've got to
have confidence in our capacity to compete
in the world. And trade is an important
aspect for keeping economic vitality alive.

Education is important. You've got some
awfully smart people working here, but
they need to be—the future of Hallmark
depends upon having an educated work-
force. And that’s the way it is in most U.S.
companies.
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And so I'm very much focused on mak-
ing sure our education system gets it right
in the beginning—"right in the beginning”
means teaching kids to read and write and
add and subtract. I cannot stand a system
that refuses to measure. I think it'’s an ap-
propriate question to ask, can a child read,
and if not, what do you intend to do about
it?

Accountability is an integral part of mak-
ing sure this system doesn’t leave people
behind. I am passionate on the subject of
measuring because I used to be a Governor
of a State, and I knew who got shuffled
through the schools: inner-city kids. I
mean, “These are people too hard to edu-
cate; let’s just move them through”—or
parents who—kids whose parents don’t
speak English as a first language. It's unac-
ceptable to America not to insist that every
child gets a good education. And so I'm
going to work with Congress on this No
Child Left Behind law, which is a very
important part of making sure the work-
force of the future is educated and ready
to compete in a global economy.

Finally, taxes—there is a—you know, I'm
sure you've heard that, well, we need more
money in Washington; therefore, we're
going to raise your taxes. Of course, it’s
disguised by saying, we’re only going to
tax rich people, but that’s not the way it
works. Rich people tend to hire lawyers
and accountants, and you get stuck with
the bill. We don’t need more money. We
need to prioritize your money. We need
to be wise about how we spend your
money.

Raising taxes in a time of economic un-
certainty would be bad for the economy,
and it would be bad for our people. I be-
lieve we ought to trust Americans to spend
their money. I mean, the truth of the mat-
ter is, you can spend it more wisely than
the Government can. And so in my State
of the Union the other day, I called upon
Congress to make the tax cuts permanent.
I want to deal with this aspect of uncer-
tainty. See, if you think your tax bill is
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fixing to go up—which it is, unless Con-
gress acts; it will be going up in a couple
of years—it could change your behavior.
It could cause people to pull back and not
be confident about the future.

And T also called on them to stop this
business about putting special projects in
legislation without being voted on. That
doesn’t make any sense. I mean, our proc-
ess is one where there should be trans-
parency and—like, if a project is important
enough for a Member of Congress to slip
into what’s called a conference report, that
project ought to be important enough for
there to be a full vote—Members of Con-
gress get to look at it and see if it makes
any sense.

So T've got an agenda for Congress. I'm
looking forward to working with them on

how to stimulate the economy in the short
term, but make sure we remain a strong
economy in the long term. And I'm looking
forward to working with them. I like the
spirit I found up in the Halls of Congress.
There’s still a little politics in Washington,
DC, but that’s not to say we can't work
for the common good.

And I appreciate you all giving me a
chance to come by and visit with you. I
hope you can tell I'm optimistic about the
future of the country, realistic about the
issues we face, and have—got a plan to
deal with them. God bless you. Thank you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 10:47 a.m. In
his remarks, he referred to Donald J. Hall,
Jr., president and chief executive officer,
Hallmark Cards, Inc.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report Relating to the
Interdiction of Aircraft Engaged in Illicit Drug Trafficking

January 31, 2008

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr.
President:)

Consistent with the authorities relating
to official immunity in the interdiction of
aircraft engaged in illicit drug trafficking
(Public Law 107-108, as amended, 22
U.S.C. 2291-4), and in order to keep the
Congress fully informed, I am providing a
report prepared by my Administration. This
report includes matters relating to the

Remarks Following a Cabinet Meeting

February 4, 2008

Thank you all for coming. I just met
with my Cabinet, where we discussed a
lot of issues. And one issue we discussed
was the budget. I submitted the budget

interdiction of aircraft engaged in illicit
drug trafficking.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH

NoTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy
Pelosi, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Richard B. Cheney, President of
the Senate. This letter was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on February
4.

today to Congress. It's on a laptop note-
book, an e-budget. It saves paper, saves
trees, saves money. I think it’s the first
budget submitted electronically.
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