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Statement on the Death of Archbishop of Athens and All Greece

Christodoulos
January 28, 2008

Laura and I offer our condolences to the
people of Greece at this time of mourning
for the death of the Archbishop of Athens
and All Greece Christodoulos. The late
Archbishop was well known as an articulate
voice of the Orthodox faith, for his engage-

ment in interreligious dialogue, and for his
promotion of social programs to help the
vulnerable. Our prayers are with the people
of Greece and all those who followed his
spiritual guidance.

Statement on Senate Confirmation of Edward T. Schafer as Secretary of

Agriculture
January 28, 2008

I appreciate that the Senate today unani-
mously confirmed Ed Schafer to be our
next Secretary of Agriculture. As a two-
term Governor and business leader, Ed has
distinguished himself as an executive with
a proven record of results.

Ed will lead a department that oversees
our food, agriculture, natural resources,
food safety, and health and nutrition pro-
grams. He will be an advocate for farmers,
ranchers, and consumers as he works to

open new markets for their products. And
he will work with the Congress to pass
a responsible farm bill that will provide a
safety net for farmers and protect our lands
and the environment while at the same
time ensuring Federal tax dollars are spent
wisely.

I look forward to seeing Ed take his seat
along with the rest of my Cabinet at this
evening’s State of the Union.

Statement on Signing the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal

Year 2008
January 28, 2008

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 4986,
the National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2008. The Act authorizes fund-
ing for the defense of the United States
and its interests abroad, for military con-
struction, and for national security-related
energy programs.

Provisions of the Act, including sections
841, 846, 1079, and 1222, purport to im-
pose requirements that could inhibit the
President’s ability to carry out his constitu-

tional obligations to take care that the laws
be faithfully executed, to protect national
security, to supervise the executive branch,
and to execute his authority as Commander
in Chief. The executive branch shall con-
strue such provisions in a manner con-
sistent with the constitutional authority of
the President.

GEORGE W. BusH

The White House,
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