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Unfortunately, the bill is set to expire
in 7 days. The threat to America does not
expire in 7 days. The Senate Intelligence
Committee completed work last fall on a
bipartisan bill that we can support. It may
need some tweaks, but we—it’s a good bill
in this sense: It will maintain the vital flow
of intelligence on terrorist threats to protect
the privacy of Americans while making sure
we do not extend those same protections
to terrorists overseas. It will provide liability
protection to companies now facing billion
dollars in lawsuits only because they are
believed to have assisted the efforts to de-
fend our Nation following the 9/11 attacks.

I’m looking forward to coming before
you in Congress and to say as plainly as
I can: This bill is important to the security
of the United States of America, and the
Congress needs to get a good bill to my
desk as soon as possible.

Anyway, I’m looking forward to working
with you. I thank you. I appreciate the
leadership. I appreciate the chance to come
and visit with you. Thank you for being
friends. Thank you for serving our country.

I also want to thank your families. I un-
derstand—I think I’ve told you this before:
I understand what it does to a family to
be in public service. You just can’t thank
our spouses and kids enough for joining
in a noble cause of serving the greatest
country on the face of the Earth.

I’m proud to be able to thank you and
call you friends. I’m proud to be able to
thank your families for serving our country
as well. God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:47 p.m. at
The Greenbrier. In his remarks, he referred
to Rep. Tom Price.

The President’s Radio Address
January 26, 2008

Good morning. On Monday night, I will
address the American people about the
state of our Union. I will report that over
the last 7 years, we’ve made great progress
on important issues at home and abroad.
I will also report that we have unfinished
business before us and we must work to-
gether to get it done.

In my speech, I will lay out a full plate
of issues for Congress to address in the
year ahead. Two of these issues require
immediate attention.

First is the economy. I know many of
you are worried about the risk of an eco-
nomic downturn because of the instability
in the housing and financial markets. You
should know that while economic growth
has slowed in recent months, the founda-
tion for long-term growth remains solid.
And I believe that with swift action, we
can give our economy the boost it needs

to continue expanding and creating new
jobs for our citizens.

On Thursday, my administration reached
a bipartisan agreement with House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader John
Boehner on an economic growth package.
This package will deliver direct tax relief
to hard-working Americans. It will also in-
clude incentives for businesses—including
small businesses—to make new investments
this year. I ask the House and Senate to
enact this package into law as soon as pos-
sible. And while I understand the desire
to add provisions from both the left and
the right, it would be a mistake to under-
mine this important bipartisan agreement.
By working together, we can provide our
economy with a shot in the arm when we
need it most.

The other urgent issue before Congress
is a matter of national security. Congress
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needs to provide our intelligence profes-
sionals with the tools and flexibility they
need to protect America from attack. In
August, Congress passed a bill that
strengthened our ability to monitor terrorist
communications. The problem is that Con-
gress set this law to expire on February
1st. That is next Friday. If this law expires,
it will become harder to figure out what
our enemies are doing to infiltrate our
country, harder for us to uncover terrorist
plots, and harder to prevent attacks on the
American people.

Congress is now considering a bipartisan
bill that will allow our professionals to
maintain the vital flow of intelligence on
terrorist threats. It would protect the free-
doms of Americans while making sure we
do not extend those same protections to
terrorists overseas. It would provide liability
protection to companies now facing billion-
dollar lawsuits because they are believed
to have assisted in efforts to defend our
Nation following the 9/11 attacks. I call on

Congress to pass this legislation quickly.
We need to know who our enemies are
and what they are plotting. And we cannot
afford to wait until after an attack to put
the pieces together.

When I go before Congress on Monday,
I will speak more about how we can keep
our economy strong and our people safe.
I am confident that we can work together
to meet our responsibilities in these areas
and leave our children a stronger and more
prosperous America.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m.
on January 25 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
January 26. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
January 25, but was embargoed for release
until the broadcast. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Statement on the Situation in Lebanon
January 26, 2008

I strongly condemn the terrorist bombing
in Beirut that killed Lebanese Internal Se-
curity Forces Captain Wissam Eid and
many other Lebanese. I extend condolences
to the families of the innocent Lebanese
killed in this brutal attack and hope for
a rapid recovery for all those wounded.

This bombing, the latest in a series of
terrorist attacks targeting those who are
working to secure Lebanon’s independence
and sovereignty, is a part of the continuing
assault on Lebanon’s institutions. We will
not falter in our support for the democrat-
ically elected Lebanese Government. We
renew our call for the immediate selection
of a new President in accordance with Leb-

anon’s Constitution. We demand that Syria,
Iran, and their allies end their interference
in and obstruction of Lebanon’s political
process.

The Lebanese people should be able to
enjoy security and liberty without the threat
of terrorism, violence, and foreign intimida-
tion. I appreciate the U.N.’s efforts to rap-
idly stand up the Special Tribunal for Leb-
anon, which will hold accountable those
who are responsible for this systematic
campaign of murder and intimidation. I
urge Lebanon’s friends and allies to commit
immediately the remaining funds required
for the tribunal to commence its work.
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