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ratification of the Convention on Sep-
tember 17, 2007, 25 States representing
over 25 percent of the world’s merchant
shipping tonnage have now ratified the
Convention. Therefore, the Convention will
enter into force on September 17, 2008.

Organotin-based anti-fouling systems are
specifically regulated through the Organotin
Anti-Fouling Paint Control Act of 1988
(OAPCA), 33 U.S.C. 2401-2410. New legis—
lation is required to fully implement the
Convention and will take the form of a
complete revision and replacement of
OAPCA. All interested executive branch

agencies support ratification. I recommend
that the Senate give early and favorable
consideration to the Convention and give
its advice and consent to its ratification,
with the declaration set out in the analysis
of Article 16 in the attached article-by-arti-
cle analysis.

GEORGE W. Busu
The White House,
January 22, 2008.

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on January 23.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Republic of Bulgaria-United States
Extradition Treaty and Agreement on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal

Matters
January 22, 2008

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and
consent of the Senate to ratification, I
transmit herewith the Extradition Treaty
between the Government of the United
States of America and the Government of
the Republic of Bulgaria (the “Extradition
Treaty” or the “Treaty”) and the Agree-
ment on Certain Aspects of Mutual Legal
Assistance in Criminal Matters between the
Government of the United States of Amer-
ica and the Government of the Republic
of Bulgaria (the “MLA Agreement”), both
signed at Sofia on September 19, 2007. I
also transmit, for the information of the
Senate, the report of the Department of
State with respect to the Extradition Treaty
and the MLA Agreement.

The new Extradition Treaty would re-
place the outdated Extradition Treaty be-
tween the United States and Bulgaria,
signed in Sofia on March 19, 1924, and
the Supplementary Extradition Treaty,
signed in Washington on June 8, 1934. The
MLA Agreement is the first agreement be-
tween the two countries on mutual legal
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assistance in criminal matters. Both the Ex-
tradition Treaty and the MLA Agreement
fulfill the requirements for bilateral instru-
ments (between the United States and each
European Union (EU) Member State) that
are contained in the Extradition and Mu-
tual Legal Assistance Agreements between
the United States and the EU currently
before the Senate.

The Extradition Treaty follows generally
the form and content of other extradition
treaties recently concluded by the United
States. It would replace an outmoded list
of extraditable offenses with a modemn
“dual criminality” approach, which would
enable extradition for such offenses as
money laundering, and other newer of-
fenses not appearing on the list. The Treaty
also contains a modernized “political of-
fense” clause, and it provides that extra-
dition shall not be refused based on the
nationality of a person sought for any of
a comprehensive list of serious offenses. Fi-
nally, the new Treaty incorporates a series
of procedural improvements to streamline
and speed the extradition process.
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Because the United States and Bulgaria
do not have a bilateral mutual legal assist-
ance treaty in force between them, the
MLA Agreement is a partial treaty gov-
erning only those issues regulated by the
U.S.-EU Mutual Legal Assistance Agree-
ment, specifically: identification of bank in-
formation, joint investigative teams, video-
conferencing, expedited transmission of re-
quests, assistance to administrative authori-
ties, use limitations, confidentiality, and
grounds for refusal. This approach is con-
sistent with that taken with the other EU
Member States (Denmark, Finland, Malta,
Portugal, Slovak Republic, and Slovenia)
with which the United States did not have
an existing mutual legal assistance treaty.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Extra-
dition Treaty and MLA Agreement, along
with the U.S.-EU Extradition and Mutual
Legal Assistance Agreements and the other
related bilateral instruments between the
United States and European Union Mem-
ber States.

GEORGE W. BusH
The White House,
January 22, 2008.

NoOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on January 23.

Remarks During a Briefing With Mayors on Free Trade Agreements

January 23, 2008

I'm so honored that mayors from around
our country have come. First of all, I want
to thank you all very much for serving.
I've often said being mayor is a lot tougher
than being President—I don’t have to fill
the potholes and empty the garbage.
[Laughter] But I thank you for serving our
country.

We've got mayors from both political
parties here. We didn’t have a political dis-
cussion; we had a discussion on what’s best
for America, particularly given the eco-
nomic uncertainty we face. I talked to them
about my desire to work with the Congress
to get a stimulus package passed, one that’s
going to be robust enough to affect the
economy, simple enough for people to un-
derstand it, and efficient enough to have
an impact. And I'm confident that we can
get something done. There’s a spirit of—
that is—that says, we need to take a fun-
damentally strong economy and help it with
a—deal with the wuncertainties with a
progrowth package.

One way we can also send a message
that we can—want to continue to grow is
to open up markets for U.S. products and
services. We were talking about these trade
votes that are coming up in front of the
Congress and the importance of getting
markets opened up for our workers and
entrepreneurs. These trade agreements that
we're about to vote on—there are goods
coming from their countries coming to our
country relatively tariff free; our goods and
services going to their country with a tariff
on it. In other words, they're not treating
us the way we're treating them.

The American people expect us to be—
expect America to be treated fairly, and
that’s what these free trade agreements do.
It certainly doesn’t make any sense to say
in a country like Colombia, your goods can
come in our way, but our goods can’t come
your way—being treated the same way.
And by opening up markets, by having us
treated fairly, we’ll have 100 million new
customers. And I like that opportunity for
American  workers and farmers and
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