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a large economy, a package that will stimu-
late consumer spending, and a package that
will stimulate business, including small
business, investment.

Hank had good meetings today with the
leadership up there on Capitol Hill, very
constructive meetings that lead me to say
that I’m confident that we can get an
agreement passed, and we can get an
agreement passed in relatively short order.
All of us want to get something done. All
of us want to get something done that will
be temporary and effective, and all of us
want to get something done as fast as pos-
sible.

Earlier today I commented that the legis-
lative process takes time, and I just want
to make sure that people’s expectations are
set right. But I left the meeting that I
just had in the Cabinet Room with the
leadership in the House and the Senate
with a very positive feeling. All of us under-
stand that we need to work together, all
of us understand that we need to do some-

thing that will be effective, and all of us
understand that now is the time to work
together to get a package done.

And that’s why Secretary Paulson has
taken the lead for our administration. He
will be the negotiator for the administra-
tion. He too is upbeat that we can get
something done.

I appreciate very much you all coming.
I appreciate what you’re doing. When we
look back at this council, and people will
say, ‘‘Well, we’re glad that the administra-
tion took the action it took because some-
body’s life is going to be better as a result
of it.’’

Thanks for serving. God bless. Appre-
ciate you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:05 p.m. in
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. Ex-
ecutive Order 13455, establishing the Presi-
dent’s Advisory Council on Financial Lit-
eracy, is listed in Appendix D at the end of
this volume.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Turkey-United States
Agreement Concerning Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy
January 22, 2008

To the Congress of the United States:
I transmit to the Congress, pursuant to

sections 123 b. and 123 d. of the Atomic
Energy Act of 1954, as amended (42 U.S.C.
2153(b),(d))(the ‘‘Act’’), the text of the pro-
posed Agreement for Cooperation between
the United States of America and the Re-
public of Turkey Concerning Peaceful Uses
of Nuclear Energy (the ‘‘Agreement’’) to-
gether with a copy of the unclassified Nu-
clear Proliferation Assessment Statement
(NPAS) and of my approval of the pro-
posed Agreement and determination that
the proposed Agreement will promote, and
will not constitute an unreasonable risk to,
the common defense and security. The Sec-
retary of State will submit the classified

NPAS and accompanying annexes sepa-
rately in appropriate secure channels.

The Agreement was signed on July 26,
2000, and President Clinton approved and
authorized execution and made the deter-
minations required by section 123 b. of the
Act (Presidential Determination 2000–26,
65 FR 44403 (July 18, 2000)). However,
immediately after signature, U.S. agencies
received information that called into ques-
tion the conclusions that had been drawn
in the required NPAS and the original clas-
sified annex, specifically, information impli-
cating Turkish private entities in certain ac-
tivities directly relating to nuclear prolifera-
tion. Consequently, the Agreement was not
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submitted to the Congress and the execu-
tive branch undertook a review of the
NPAS evaluation.

My Administration has completed the
NPAS review as well as an evaluation of
actions taken by the Turkish government
to address the proliferation activities of cer-
tain Turkish entities (once officials of the
U.S. Government brought them to the
Turkish government’s attention). The Sec-
retary of State, the Secretary of Energy,
and the members of the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission are confident that the
pertinent issues have been sufficiently re-
solved and that there is a sufficient basis
(as set forth in the classified annexes, which
will be transmitted separately by the Sec-
retary of State) to proceed with congres-
sional review of the Agreement and, if leg-
islation is not enacted to disapprove it, to
bring the Agreement into force.

In my judgment, entry into force of the
Agreement will serve as a strong incentive
for Turkey to continue its support for non-
proliferation objectives and enact future
sound nonproliferation policies and prac-
tices. It will also promote closer political

and economic ties with a NATO ally, and
provide the necessary legal framework for
U.S. industry to make nuclear exports to
Turkey’s planned civil nuclear sector.

This transmittal shall constitute a sub-
mittal for purposes of both section 123 b.
and 123 d. of the Act. My Administration
is prepared to begin immediate consulta-
tions with the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee and the House Foreign Affairs
Committee as provided in section 123 b.
Upon completion of the period of 30 days
of continuous session provided for in sec-
tion 123 b., the period of 60 days of contin-
uous session provided for in section 123
d. shall commence.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House,
January 22, 2008.

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on January 23.
The related Presidential determination of
January 22 is listed in Appendix D at the end
of this volume.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Romania-United States Extradition
Treaty and Protocols on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters
January 22, 2008

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, I
transmit herewith the Extradition Treaty
between the United States of America and
Romania (the ‘‘Extradition Treaty’’ or the
‘‘Treaty’’) and the Protocol to the Treaty
between the United States of America and
Romania on Mutual Legal Assistance in
Criminal Matters (the ‘‘Protocol’’), both
signed at Bucharest on September 10,
2007. I also transmit, for the information
of the Senate, the reports of the Depart-

ment of State with respect to the Extra-
dition Treaty and Protocol.

The Extradition Treaty would replace the
outdated Extradition Treaty between the
United States and Romania, signed in Bu-
charest on July 23, 1924, and the Supple-
mentary Extradition Treaty, signed in Bu-
charest on November 10, 1936. The Pro-
tocol amends the Treaty Between the
United States of America and Romania on
Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Mat-
ters, signed in Washington on May 26, 1999
(the ‘‘1999 Mutual Legal Assistance Trea-
ty’’). Both the Extradition Treaty and the
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