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appropriations process. And I look forward
to working with Congress to balance our
budgets and to be wise about how we
spend the people’s money.

Thank you for your time.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 12:38 p.m. in
Connelly Hall at the Naval War College. In
his remarks, he referred to S. 1639. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a
Spanish language transcript of these remarks.

Statement on the Removal of the Bald Eagle From the List of Endangered

Species
June 28, 2007

I am pleased that the bald eagle—our
Nation’s symbol for more than 225 years
and an image of inspiration and freedom
to all Americans—is now being removed
from the list of endangered species.

Forty years ago, only 400 nesting pairs
were living. Today, nearly 10,000 nesting
pairs are thriving in the lower 48 States.
This number is more than triple the recov-
ery goal set in the Endangered Species Act.

The overwhelming success of bald eagle
recovery was made possible by a strong

partnership between Federal and State gov-
ernments and private landowners. The
eagle will continue to flourish under Fed-
eral protection through the Bald and Gold-
en Eagle Protection Act.

This great conservation achievement
means more and more Americans across
the Nation will enjoy the thrill of seeing
bald eagles soar. What a wonderful way
to celebrate this Fourth of July.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Waiver on the Extension
of Normal Trade Relations Status for Turkmenistan

June 28, 2007

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr.
President:)

I hereby transmit the document referred
to in subsection 402(c)(2) of the Trade Act
of 1974, as amended, with respect to a
waiver of the application of subsections
402(a) and (b) of that Act to Turkmenistan.

I report in that document my determina-
tion that such a waiver will substantially
promote the objectives of section 402. I
have instructed the Secretary of State to
provide a copy of that determination to the
Speaker of the House of Representatives
and the President of the Senate. The report
also indicates that I have received assur-
ances with respect to the emigration prac-
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tices of Turkmenistan required by section
402(¢)(2)(B) of the Act.
Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy
Pelosi, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Richard B. Cheney, President of
the Senate. This letter was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on June 29. The
related Executive order and Presidential de-
termination of June 28 are listed in Appendix
D at the end of this volume.
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Message on the Observance of Independence Day, 2007

June 29, 2007

I send greetings to Americans every-
where celebrating Independence Day.

Two hundred thirty-one years ago, 56
brave men signed their names to a bold
creed of freedom that set the course of
our Nation and changed the history of the
world. On this anniversary, we remember
the great courage and conviction of our
Founders, and we celebrate the enduring
principles of our Declaration of Independ-
ence.

Through selfless sacrifice and unrelenting
determination, the patriots of the American
Revolution ensured that our Nation’s claim
to liberty and equality would not be dis-
missed or forgotten. The ideals they fought
for and the country they helped establish
are lasting symbols of hope to the entire
world.

Our commitment to America’s founding
truths remains steadfast. We believe that

The President’s Radio Address
June 30, 2007

Good morning. Next week, Americans
will gather with friends and family to cele-
brate the Fourth of July. T look forward
to spending this Independence Day in Mar-
tinsburg, West Virginia, with the men and
women of the West Virginia Air National
Guard.

On the Fourth of July, we celebrate the
courage and convictions of America’s
founders. We remember the spirit of liberty
that led men from 13 different colonies
to gather in Philadelphia and pen the Dec-
laration of Independence. In that revolu-
tionary document, they proclaimed our
independence based on the belief that free-
dom was God’s gift to all mankind.

freedom is a blessing from the Almighty
and the birthright of every man and
woman. As our Nation faces new chal-
lenges, we are answering history’s call with
confidence that our legacy of freedom will
always prevail. On Independence Day, we
express our gratitude to the generations of
courageous Americans who have defended
us and those who continue to serve in our
country’s hour of need, and we celebrate
the liberty that makes America a light to
the nations.

Laura and I wish you a Happy Fourth
of July. May God bless you, and may He
bless our wonderful country.

GEORGE W. BusH

NotE: The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language version of this
message. An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

To defend that freedom, the 56 signers
of the Declaration pledged their lives, their
fortunes, and their sacred honor. Their sac-
rifices built a new nation and created a
future of freedom for millions yet to be
born.

Today, a new generation of Americans
has stepped forward and volunteered to de-
fend the ideals of our Nation’s founding.
Around the world, our brave men and
women in uniform are facing danger to
protect their fellow citizens from harm. In
Afghanistan, our military and NATO forces
are hunting down the Taliban and Al Qaida
and helping the Afghan people defend their

young democracy. And in Iraq, American
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