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Joint Statement by President George W. Bush and Prime Minister Tony
Blair of the United Kingdom on a Defense Trade Cooperation Treaty

June 21, 2007

President Bush and Prime Minister Blair
have today signed a Defense Trade Co-
operation Treaty which will further
strengthen and deepen the effort between
our respective defense establishments to
achieve fully interoperable forces, and to
leverage the strength of our defense indus-
tries in direct support of our armed forces.

At a time when American and British
forces continue to work closely together on
operations overseas, the President and the
Prime Minister share the view that we need
to do all that we can to enhance our ability
to cooperate by reducing the barriers to
exchange of defense goods, services, and
information between the United States and
the United Kingdom.

This further cooperation will benefit the
operational defense capabilities of the
United States and the United Kingdom by
improving the interoperability of equipment
and systems between our armed forces.
Our armed forces must have the most ef-
fective means possible to fight not only in
traditional battlefield situations, but also

when they face asymmetric threats such as
IEDs. By removing barriers to communica-
tion and collaboration between, and among,
our armed forces and our defense indus-
tries, we will provide our forces with the
most effective means possible to counter
these threats.

In addition, these new arrangements will
help maintain the strength of our respective
defense industries. By enhancing the ability
of our defense industries to take advantage
of the rich and deep technical experience
in the United States and in the United
Kingdom, we will continue to develop and
field the most effective military capabilities
possible.

Together, both governments will also aim
to finalize implementing arrangements by
the end of the year and to complete steps
necessary under their respective domestic
laws to implement the treaty.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Belgium-United States Taxation

Convention

June 21, 2007

To the Senate of the United States:

I transmit herewith, for Senate advice
and consent to ratification, the Convention
Between the Government of the United
States of America and the Government of
the Kingdom of Belgium for the Avoidance
of Double Taxation and the Prevention of
Fiscal Evasion with Respect to Taxes on
Income, and accompanying Protocol, signed
on November 27, 2006, at Brussels (the
“proposed Treaty”). The proposed Treaty

792

will replace the existing income tax treaty
between the two countries that was con-
cluded in 1970 and amended by protocol
in 1987. Also transmitted for the informa-
tion of the Senate is the report of the De-
partment of State with respect to the pro-
posed Treaty.

The proposed Treaty eliminates the with-
holding tax on certain cross-border dividend
payments, including dividend payments to
pension funds. The proposed Treaty also
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