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now developing promising new techniques 
that offer the potential to produce 
pluripotent stem cells, without having to 
destroy human life—for example, by re-
programming adult cells to make them 
function like stem cells. 

Technical innovation in this difficult area 
is opening up new possibilities for progress 
without conflict or ethical controversy. Re-
searchers pursuing these kinds of ethically 
responsible advances deserve support, and 
there is legislation in the Congress to give 
them that support. Bills supporting alter-
native research methods achieved majority 
support last year in both the House and 
the Senate. Earlier this spring another bill 
supporting alternative research won over-
whelming majority support in the Senate, 
and I call on House leaders to pass similar 
legislation that would authorize additional 
funds for ethical stem cell research. We 

cannot lose the opportunity to conduct re-
search that would give hope to those suf-
fering from terrible diseases and help move 
our Nation beyond the controversies over 
embryo destruction. I invite policymakers 
and scientists to come together to solve 
medical problems without compromising ei-
ther the high aims of science or the sanctity 
of human life. 

S. 5, like the bill I vetoed last year, 
would overturn today’s carefully balanced 
policy on stem cell research. Compelling 
American taxpayers to support the delib-
erate destruction of human embryos would 
be a grave mistake. I will not allow our 
Nation to cross this moral line. For that 
reason, I must veto this bill. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
June 20, 2007. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With the House Republican Conference and 
an Exchange With Reporters 
June 20, 2007 

The President. I want to thank Congress-
men Boehner, Blunt, and the other leaders 
of the House of Representatives for coming 
today. We just had a discussion about how 
we will work together to make sure that 
when we spend the taxpayers’ money, we 
do so in a way that is fiscally sound and 
keeps our economy growing. I have sub-
mitted a budget to the Congress that sets 
priorities; no greater priority, by the way, 
than defending this homeland against at-
tack. It’s a budget that keeps taxes low 
so the economy continues to grow. And 
it’s a budget that will balance—be in bal-
ance in 5 years. 

Now, there’s an alternative budget that 
has been presented in the Congress by the 
Democrats, which will increase spending by 
a significant amount, in our view, and will 
require tax raises in order to meet that 

spending. We don’t think that’s right for 
the country. We don’t think that’s a good 
way to keep the economy strong. And we 
think we ought to be trusting taxpayers with 
their own money, so they can make choices 
with their money. 

And so, to this end, the Members of 
Congress delivered me a letter—147 signa-
tures on it—that said they will support me 
on any veto of a bill that is—exceeds the 
spending limits that we collectively think 
is necessary for the good of the country. 

And I want to thank the Members for 
coming. I assured them that I’m going to 
work with them to represent the taxpayers 
and the working people of the United 
States, represent the small-business owners 
that are working hard to realize their 
dreams and increase their payrolls. And we 
will be effective by working together. 
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And I thank these leaders for coming 
down and spending time with us to talk 
about this important strategy. Of course, 
we talk all the time because we’ve got a 
common goal, which is to keep the econ-
omy strong and the Nation safe. And I 
appreciate you working with us to achieve 
that objective. 

Thank you. Thank you. 

Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg of New York 
City 

Q. What do you think about Bloomberg? 
The President. That’s a fine news organi-

zation, but who do you work—no. [Laugh-
ter] 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:24 p.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. A por-
tion of these remarks could not be verified 
because the tape was incomplete. 

Joint Statement on the Conference on the Caribbean 
June 20, 2007 

1. We, the Heads of State and Govern-
ment of the United States of America and 
of the Caribbean Community Nations of 
Antigua and Barbuda, The Bahamas, Bar-
bados, Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, 
Haiti, Jamaica, St. Kitts and Nevis, Saint 
Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, 
Suriname, and Trinidad and Tobago, meet-
ing in Washington D.C. on June 20, 2007, 
reaffirm our unequivocal commitment to a 
secure and prosperous region and future 
for the benefit of all of our citizens. 

2. Recalling our shared history of democ-
racy, respect for human rights, social jus-
tice, and cultural and ethnic diversity, we 
highlight the value of our enduring friend-
ship and recommit ourselves to enhancing 
our partnership to reinforce the develop-
ment aspirations that guide our mutual pri-
orities. 

3. We pledge to continue promoting the 
consolidation of democratic norms, values, 
and institutions throughout the hemisphere 
and to enhance accountability and respect 
for individual rights. 

4. We agree to take steps to expand eco-
nomic opportunities for our people, to ad-
dress the threats of terrorism and crime, 
and to provide the benefits of democracy 
to all members of our societies, recognizing 
that democracy will best flourish if our soci-

eties are stable and our economies are 
prosperous. 

5. We recognize the establishment of the 
CARICOM Single Market and Economy as 
a critical element of the growth and devel-
opment strategy of the Caribbean Commu-
nity. 

6. We are determined to strengthen our 
existing trade arrangements. We acknowl-
edge President Bush’s announcement to 
work with Congress to extend and update 
the Caribbean Basin Trade Promotion Act 
and the 1991 Trade and Investment Frame-
work Agreement. We further commit to the 
harmonization of customs procedures con-
sistent with global standards and the ad-
vancement of technical trade cooperation. 

7. We reiterate our support for Carib-
bean efforts to expand the services sector, 
and encourage a focus on the international 
financial services sector to facilitate a com-
petitive means of economic diversification 
while remaining committed to the mainte-
nance of appropriate regulatory and super-
visory practices, consistent with the highest 
international standards. 

8. Cognizant of the spread of HIV and 
AIDS and the impact on the economic and 
social development of our people, we 
pledge to deepen our cooperation in health 
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