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June 14 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2007 

ideology of hate is one of hope, and that’s 
liberty. And it’s worked throughout the his-
tory of the United States of America and 
the world, for that matter. We have seen 
freedom’s power to transform societies be-
fore. 

My dad, like many of your relatives, de-
fended our Nation in a bloody war against 
the Japanese and the Germans. I doubt 
right after World War II somebody would 
have predicted that one of George W. 
Bush’s—well, they wouldn’t have predicted 
I’d have been President anyway, but— 
[laughter]—particularly my friends in Mid-
land, Texas. [Laughter] But I doubt some-
body would have said a future President 
would be sitting down at a table with the 
Japanese, keeping the peace. After a bloody 
war, with the sworn enemy being the Japa-
nese and the Germans, I doubt anybody 
would have said—had the confidence nec-
essary to say that liberty has got the capac-
ity to transform enemies into allies. But 
that’s what happened. 

I went to the G–8, and Angela Merkel, 
who is a really fine leader for Germany, 
was at the table. And Shinzo Abe from 
Japan was at the table. We’re talking about 
peace. We’re talking about dealing with the 
conditions that cause radicalism to prevail, 
dealing with forms of government that frus-
trate people so much that 19 kids get on 

an airplane and kill nearly 3,000 Americans. 
But we’ve got to be confident as we look 
at the future. Liberty has transformed en-
emies to allies. Liberty has got the capacity 
to defeat an ideology based upon hate. Lib-
erty has got the ability to bring light into 
societies. 

We’ve done this kind of hard work be-
fore. And it’s in our interests to secure 
a young generation of Americans against 
the threats of the 21st century, to do this 
work again. I’m optimistic about our future. 
I believe the United States can achieve any-
thing she sets her mind to. And so I come 
to you today to talk about making this 
economy stronger, to dealing with prob-
lems, and to how the United States intends 
to handle the biggest issue facing us, and 
that’s to make sure we protect the Amer-
ican people. The challenges are great, but 
this country can handle any challenge that 
comes our way. 

Proud to be with you. May God bless 
you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:39 a.m. at 
the Capital Hilton. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to David R. Meyer, chairman, Associ-
ated Builders and Contractors National Ex-
ecutive Committee; President Fidel Castro 
Ruz of Cuba; and Ens. Marc A. Mares, 
USCG. 

Statement on the Death of Ruth Bell Graham 
June 14, 2007 

Laura and I are deeply saddened by the 
death of Ruth Bell Graham, a remarkable 
woman of faith whose life was defined by 
her belief in a personal, loving, and gra-
cious God. She was an encouraging friend, 
accomplished poet, and devoted mother of 
5 and grandmother of 19. 

Ruth’s marriage to her husband Billy was 
a true and loving partnership. As the wife 
of the world’s most beloved evangelist, she 
inspired people around the world with her 
humor, intelligence, elegance, and kindness. 
Laura and I offer our prayers and condo-
lences to Billy and the Graham family. 
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Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency 
Blocking Property of Certain Persons Undermining Democratic Processes 
or Institutions in Belarus 
June 14, 2007 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a national 
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary 
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits 
to the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect beyond 
the anniversary date. In accordance with 
this provision, I have sent to the Federal 
Register for publication the enclosed notice 
stating that the national emergency and re-
lated measures blocking the property of 
certain persons undermining democratic 
processes or institutions in Belarus are to 
continue in effect beyond June 16, 2007. 

The actions and policies of certain mem-
bers of the Government of Belarus and 
other persons pose a continuing unusual 
and extraordinary threat to the national se-

curity and foreign policy of the United 
States. These actions include undermining 
democratic processes or institutions; com-
mitting human rights abuses related to po-
litical repression, including detentions and 
disappearances; and engaging in public cor-
ruption, including by diverting or misusing 
Belarusian public assets or by misusing 
public authority. For these reasons, I have 
determined that it is necessary to continue 
the national emergency and related meas-
ures blocking the property of certain per-
sons with respect to Belarus. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
June 14, 2007. 

NOTE: The related notice of June 14 is listed 
in Appendix D at the end of this volume. 

Remarks at the National Hispanic Prayer Breakfast 
June 15, 2007 

Gracias. Sientese, por favor. Buenos dias. 
Si. I thank my friend Luis. This isn’t the 
first time he’s introduced me. I’m proud 
to be back. I thank you for the chance 
to come to the National Hispanic Prayer 
Breakfast. Appreciate the opportunity to be 
with Hispanic American pastors and priests 
and community leaders and faith-based ac-
tivists from all over the United States. I 
thank you for coming, and thanks for hav-
ing me come. I appreciate your leadership, 
I appreciate your compassion, and I thank 
you for your abiding faith in the power 
of prayer. 

I’m pleased that two Senators who have 
got corazones grandes—[laughter]—on the 
immigration bill are with us today, Senator 
Ted Kennedy and Senator Mel Martinez. 
Thank you all for coming. Y tambien, Con-
gresswoman Grace Napolitano y Luis 
Fortuno, thank you all for coming; proud 
you’re here. 

I thank the veterans and members of 
the military who are here today. I thank 
the pastors and community leaders. 

At this breakfast, we set aside our politics 
and come together in prayer. That’s what 
we’re doing. When we pray, we acknowl-
edge our total dependence on Almighty 
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