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freedom’s cause, we will ensure that a fu-
ture American President does not have to
stand in a place like this and dedicate a
memorial to the millions killed by the radi-
cals and extremists of the 21st century.

We can have confidence in the power
of freedom because we've seen freedom
overcome tyranny and terror before. Dr.
Edwards said President Reagan went to
Berlin. He was clear in his statement. He
said, “Tear down the wall,” and 2 years
later the wall fell. And millions across Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe were liberated
from unspeakable oppression. It's appro-
priate that on the anniversary of that
speech, that we dedicate a monument that
reflects our confidence in freedom’s power.

The men and women who designed this
memorial could have chosen an image of
repression for this space, a replica of the
wall that once divided Berlin, or the frozen
barracks of the Gulag, or a killing field
littered with skulls. Instead, they chose an
image of hope, a woman holding a lamp
of liberty. She reminds us of the victims
of communism and also of the power that
overcame communism.

Like our Statue of Liberty, she reminds
us that the flame for freedom burns in

every human heart, and that it is a light
that cannot be extinguished by the brutality
of terrorists or tyrants. And she reminds
us that when an ideology kills tens of mil-
lions of people and still ends up being van-
quished, it is contending with a power
greater than death. She reminds us that
freedom is the gift of our Creator, freedom
is the birthright of all humanity, and in
the end, freedom will prevail.

I thank each of you who made this me-
morial possible for your service in free-
dom’s cause. I thank you for your devotion
to the memory of those who lost their lives
to Communist terror. May the victims of
communism rest in peace. May those who
continue to suffer under communism find
their freedom. And may the God who gave
us liberty bless this great memorial and all
who come to visit her.

God bless.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 10:35 a.m. In
his remarks, he referred to Lee Edwards,
vice chairman, and Lev E. Dobriansky, chair-
man emeritus, Victims of Communism Me-
morial Foundation.
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I just had a good exchange with my fel-
low Republicans. We talked about a lot of
issues. I briefed them on my trip to Eu-
rope. We talked about—they were very in-
terested in the Ahtisaari plan for Kosovo.
They were interested in my conversations
with Vladimir Putin on missile defense. We
talked about the energy bill. We talked
about the appropriations process. And we
talked about immigration. Some Members
in there believe that we need to move a
comprehensive bill; some don’t. I under-

stand that. This is a highly emotional issue,
but those of us standing here believe now
is the time to move a comprehensive bill
that enforces our borders and has good
workplace enforcement, that doesn’t grant
automatic citizenship, that addresses this
problem in a comprehensive way.

I would hope that the Senate majority
leader has that same sense of desire to
move the product that I do—or the bill
that T do and these Senators do, because
now is the time to get it done. It's going
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to take a lot of hard work, a lot of effort.
We've got to convince the American people
that this bill is the best way to enforce
our border. I believe without the bill, that
it’s going to be harder to enforce the bor-
der. The status quo was unacceptable. And
I want to thank those Senators on both
sides of the aisle who understand the time
is now to move a comprehensive piece of
legislation. The White House will stay en-
gaged.

Thank you very much.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 1:54 p.m. at
the U.S. Capitol. In his remarks, he referred
to former President Martti Ahtisaari of Fin-
land, United Nations Special Envoy of the
Secretary-General for the Future Status
Process of Kosovo; and President Vladimir
V. Putin of Russia. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of these remarks.
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Thank you all very much. Thanks for the
warm welcome, Frank, and thanks for your
kind introduction. I really appreciate you
giving me a chance to speak to the annual
meeting of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion, right there in my home State of Texas.
I appreciate the fact that messengers from
all over the Nation have gathered in San
Antonio this week. You could have chosen
a cooler time of the year to visit, but I'm
sure youll still experience our famous
Texas hospitality.

I appreciate the fact that you're meeting
to join in prayer and to seek a common
direction for the ministry of Southern Bap-
tist churches. I thank you for your Christian
witness, I thank you for your defense of
religious liberty, and I appreciate your
many good works that make our Nation
a stronger and more hopeful place. See,
every day Southern Baptists are giving back
to their communities and ministering to
those in need. And you made our Nation
stronger as a result.

You have contributed millions of dollars
to fight world hunger and logged countless
hours in disaster relief and rebuilding.
You've provided training to lift people out
of poverty and dependency, and you've
spread the Gospel. Youve loved your
neighbors as yourselves. In other words,
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youve made a great contribution to our
country, and I appreciate that.

I also appreciate the fact that Southern
Baptists are supporting our brave men and
women in uniform and their families. I
know you pray for their safety as they de-
fend our people and extend the hope of
freedom to the oppressed across the globe.
I appreciate the fact you've sent care pack-
ages and tend to the spiritual needs as mili-
tary chaplains or kneel in prayer. I thank
you as you support those who volunteer
to serve our Nation.

Just like our troops, you have the grati-
tude of the Commander in Chief as we
do the hard work necessary to defend our
country and, at the same time, lay the foun-
dation of peace.

I appreciate the fact that Southern Bap-
tists understand the importance of fair-
minded and impartial judges to our democ-
racy. I was proud to nominate John Roberts
and Sam Alito to the Supreme Court. And
I will continue to nominate good judges
who will interpret the law and not legislate
from the bench.

Southern Baptists have committed to
building a culture of life, and my adminis-
tration shares that great goal. Since taking
office, I've signed the Born Alive Infants
Protection Act and the Unborn Victims of
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