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Admiral Edmund Giambastiani has been 
a strong and effective Vice Chairman. He 
is an officer of vision and determination, 
and he has served at a time of unprece-
dented danger for America. His time in 
the Joint Chiefs capped an exemplary mili-
tary career. As commander of the U.S. 
Joint Forces Command in Norfolk, he 
helped transform our Nation’s military so 
it could better face the new threats of a 
new century. And he did the same for 
NATO while serving as its first Supreme 
Allied Commander, Transformation. The 
admiral is a highly decorated officer, but 
he is most proud of his unit awards and 
commendations because they represent 
team accomplishments. I thank his wife 
Cindy, his daughter Cathy, and his son 
Pete, for the support they have provided. 
I salute Admiral G for his long career of 

distinguished service. He has earned the 
thanks of a grateful nation. 

I am also pleased to announce that I 
am accepting Secretary Gates’s rec-
ommendation to nominate General James 
E. Cartwright as the new Vice Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. General Cart-
wright is a Marine Corps pilot who serves 
as commander, United States Strategic 
Command, where he has done an out-
standing job managing America’s global 
strategic forces. In that role, he is respon-
sible for the global command and control 
of U.S. Strategic Forces. He is an excep-
tional officer, and when he is confirmed 
by the Senate, he will be an outstanding 
Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

NOTE: The statement referred to Secretary 
of Defense Robert M. Gates. 

The President’s Radio Address 
June 9, 2007 

Good morning. This week, I am traveling 
in Europe, where I am meeting with world 
leaders to discuss ways to address chal-
lenges like climate change, to work together 
to combat diseases like malaria and HIV/ 
AIDS, and help advance freedom through-
out the world. 

Back at home, America is engaged in 
an important discussion about immigration. 
Most Americans agree that the 1986 immi-
gration law failed. It failed because it did 
not secure our border; it did not include 
tough worksite enforcement; it did not help 
people assimilate; and it encouraged more 
people to come here illegally. Today, illegal 
immigration is supported by criminal enter-
prises dedicated to document forgery, 
human trafficking, and labor exploitation. 
This is unacceptable, and we need to fix 
it in a way that honors our finest traditions. 

People have strong feelings on this issue. 
I believe we can express our feelings, dis-

agree on certain elements, and still come 
together on a solution. We can accomplish 
that through the bipartisan Senate bill. It 
is based on months of negotiation. The re-
sult is legislation that puts border security 
first, establishes a temporary-worker pro-
gram to meet the legitimate needs of our 
growing economy, sets up a mandatory sys-
tem for verifying employment eligibility, 
and resolves the status of the estimated 12 
million people who are here illegally. If 
this bill becomes law, America will finally 
have in place a system that addresses all 
these problems and can be adjusted to ad-
dress future problems that may arise. 

I understand the skepticism some Mem-
bers of Congress have regarding certain as-
pects of this legislation. Like any legislation, 
this bill is not perfect. And like many Sen-
ators, I believe the bill will need to be 
further improved along the way before it 
becomes law. In the heat of the debate, 
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critics and supporters can sometimes talk 
past each other, so I want to speak to 
Members about some of the concerns I 
have heard. 

I know some of you doubt that the Fed-
eral Government will make good on the 
border security and enforcement commit-
ments in this bill. My administration is de-
termined to learn from the mistakes of the 
past decades. And that is why we are now 
committing more resources than ever be-
fore to border security, doubling the num-
ber of Border Patrol agents, building hun-
dreds of miles of fencing, and employing 
advanced technology, from infrared sensors 
to unmanned aerial vehicles. The bill builds 
on this progress by requiring that we meet 
border security objectives before certain 
other provisions can take effect. 

This bill also addresses other problems 
with the 1986 reform. Unlike the 1986 law, 
this bill includes a temporary-worker pro-
gram to ensure that those who come here 
to work do so in a legal and orderly way. 
Unlike the 1986 law, this bill gives honest 
employers the tools they need to ensure 
that they are hiring legal workers, begin-
ning with a tamper-resistant identity card. 
Businesses that knowingly hire illegal aliens 
will be punished. Workers who come here 
illegally will be sent home. And unlike the 
1986 law, this bill does not grant amnesty 
for those who are already here. 

Amnesty is forgiveness with no penalty 
for people who have broken our laws to 
get here. In contrast, this bill requires ille-
gal workers to pay a fine, register with the 
Government, undergo background checks, 
pay their back taxes, and hold a steady job. 
And if at the end of 8 years they want 
to apply for a green card, they will have 
to pay an additional substantial fine, show 
they have learned English, and return to 

their home country so they can apply from 
there. In short, they will have to prove 
themselves worthy of this great land. 

I also want to say a word to those in 
Congress concerned about family unifica-
tion. This bill will create a merit-based 
point system that recognizes the importance 
of family ties by granting points to some 
applicants who have family members here 
legally. More than half of new green cards 
will go to family members. Immigrants will 
be allowed to bring in their spouses and 
minor children, and we will clear the back-
log for millions of people who have been 
waiting patiently in line. 

Securing the border and upholding fam-
ily values are not partisan concerns; they 
are important to all Americans. They must 
be addressed, and this bill is the best way 
to do it. I urge Senator Reid to act quickly 
to bring this bill back to the Senate floor 
for a vote, and I urge Senators from both 
parties to support it. The immigration de-
bate has divided too many Americans. By 
coming together, we can build an immigra-
tion system worthy of this great Nation, 
one that keeps us safe and prosperous, wel-
comes dreamers and doers from across the 
globe, and trusts in our country’s genius 
for making us all Americans, one nation 
under God. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:30 a.m. 
on June 8 in Heiligendamm, Germany, for 
broadcast at 10:06 a.m., e.d.t., on June 9. The 
transcript was made available by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on June 8, but was 
embargoed for release until the broadcast. 
The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of this 
address. 
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Remarks in a Discussion With Members of the Community of Sant’Egidio 
in Rome, Italy 
June 9, 2007 

The President. I want to thank the good 
folks of Sant’Egidio for joining us. 
Sant’Egidio is one of the great faith-based 
organizations in the world. And we’re here 
to talk about our common commitment to 
help the poor, feed the hungry, and help 
eradicate disease. The United States is 
firmly committed to helping people on the 
continent of Africa. We have committed in 
our Congress—and we’ll work with our 
Congress—to spend $30 billion to deal with 
HIV/AIDS, over a billion to deal with ma-
laria, billions to deal with hunger, money 
to deal with education. 

But these programs cannot be effective 
without loving people on the ground help-
ing a neighbor in need. I want to thank 
you for being a part of the international 
army of compassion. I thank you for hear-
ing the call to love a neighbor like you’d 
like to be loved yourself. I’m looking for-
ward to hearing your strategies in dealing 
with some of the most difficult problems 
in the world. I’m proud of your organiza-
tion, and I thank all members of your orga-
nization for being such loving souls. 

Thank you for having us here. 
Marco Impagliazzo. Thank you, Mr. 

President. Before our strategy, some little 
word about our community, with your per-
mission. 

The President. Please. 
Mr. Impagliazzo. The Community of 

Sant’Egidio was born in Rome, in this city, 
in 1968. At that time, the West was won-
dering about its future and the young peo-
ple were looking for something. Andrea 
Riccardi, who is the founder of our com-
munity, was a student at the time in a 
high school of Rome. He called some of 
his fellow students to listen and to live ac-
cording to the gospel, gospel of Jesus. 

In those years, people believed that the 
revolution would have changed the world. 

Andrea understood that there would have 
been no lasting chance unless the people’s 
hearts were touched by the word of Jesus. 
This word put into practice, meant, first 
of all, to be friends with the poor. 

Today, there are communities of 
Sant’Egidio in 70 countries, with 60,000 
members all over the world. Its spirituality 
is founded on several pillars—just three pil-
lars, Mr. President. First, prayer, which 
takes place every day in all our commu-
nities—a personal prayer, reading the 
Scripture every day, but also common pray-
er. It means that every day, 60,000 people 
open the Scriptures. They read it and pray 
to the Lord from the beautiful churches 
of Rome—like the Basilica of Santa Maria 
in Trastevere that you would have visited— 
to the hearts of Africa, or so many places 
in the immense lands of Latin America. 
Mr. President, prayer is our strength. 

The second pillar is mission, reaching out 
to all those who seek and ask for a sense 
for their lives. 

Finally, the third pillar, solidarity with 
the poor. There’s a voluntary service car-
ried out for free because no one is paid 
for his service to the poor in our commu-
nity. No one. 

Gratuitousness, Mr. President, is what 
our society is missing today. Everything is 
there to buy or to sell. But Jesus said: 
You received without payment; give without 
payment—Jesus said. This word of Jesus 
is the source of our members’ work. In 
our story, one thing has always proved too: 
There is no love for the poor without faith. 

Christians must live the primacy of the 
heart. One never has the solution to every-
thing, but we must not close our hearts 
when we do not have a solution. We are 
all at the window of the world. That is 
why we cannot forget demands of the poor 
peoples of the world. 
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