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great country, and so is the United States.
It's much better to work together than it
is to create tensions.

Good. Thanks. See you later.

NoTE: The President spoke at 4:07 p.m. at
the Kempinski Grand Hotel Heiligendamm.
President Putin referred to President ITham
Aliyev of Azerbaijan. President Putin spoke
in Russian, and his remarks were translated
by an interpreter.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Stem Cell Research

Legislation
June 7, 2007

Today the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, with its vote on the embryonic
stem cell bill, chose to discard existing pro-
tections on human life. This bill puts sci-
entific research and ethical principle into
conflict, rather than supporting a balanced
approach that advances scientific and med-
ical frontiers without violating moral prin-
ciples.

My administration has sought to under-
stand the dilemmas of stem cell research
not as a choice between science and ethics
but as a challenge to advance medicine
while meeting our solemn obligation to de-
fend human life. That is why in 2001, I
authorized the first Federal funding for re-
search on embryonic stem cells, under
careful safeguards. This policy encouraged
ethical research, while requiring taxpayer
funds not be used to support the creation,
destruction, or harming of living human
embryos.

Recent scientific developments have rein-
forced my conviction that stem cell science
can progress in ethical ways. Researchers

have been investigating innovative tech-
niques that could allow doctors and sci-
entists to produce stem cells just as
versatile as those derived from human em-
bryos but without harming life, and the
House vote on this bill took place just after
significant advances in stem cell research
were reported in leading scientific journals.
These reports give us added hope that we
may one day enjoy the potential benefits
of embryonic stem cells without destroying
human life.

I am disappointed the leadership of Con-
gress recycled an old bill that would simply
overturn our country’s carefully balanced
policy on embryonic stem cell research. If
this bill were to become law, American tax-
payers would, for the first time in our his-
tory, be compelled to support the delib-
erate destruction of human embryos. Cross-
ing that line would be a grave mistake.
For that reason, I will veto the bill passed
today.

NoTE: The statement referred to S. 5.

Remarks Following Discussions With President Lech Kaczynski of Poland

in Gdansk, Poland
June 8, 2007

President Kaczynski. Good evening, la-
dies and gentlemen. I would like to wel-

come everybody to the meeting with Presi-
dent Kaczynski and President Bush.
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The talks have been longer than ex-
pected, yes. Mr. President, ladies and gen-
tlemen, we have had a longer meeting with
President George W. Bush, and the subject
of the conversation were the issues of inter-
est to the United States of America and
for Poland, our country.

Certainly, we talked about the issue of
missile defense system. We talked about
problems pertaining to the relations with
our very important Russian partner. We
talked about the situation in Iran a little,
also, a little about the situation in Kosovo.
But, of course, the main subject of talks
were the two first issues.

I can tell you that as far as the missile
defense system is concerned, the two par-
ties fully agree. And this is in line with
the obvious thing, that the system has no
aggressive intentions. This is the plan which
is to reinforce the protection of Europe
against the dangers, which result from the
fact that not all the countries of the con-
temporary world are responsible. We do
not mean Russia here; it’s about other
states.

As far as relations with our Russian part-
ner are concerned, well, we agree that Rus-
sia is an important country in the world
and that the status of Russia, which is very
extensive territorially, and it is also very
numerous in terms of population, and it
has nuclear capability, which is the legacy
from the previous period—that all these
factors gives Russia basis for being a coun-
try important in the world, a country which
really is very important. And the United
States and Poland do not question that situ-
ation.

However, it is important that our Russian
partner, with which Poland wants also to
have as good relations as possible—well,
the United States has good relations with
that country—but that Russia should recog-
nize that the world has changed for the
last 18 years, and it concerns also Central
and Eastern Europe, and in particular, it
concerns our country.
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None plans of the United States, as the
U.S. President said, or Polish plans are di-
rected against the interests of the Russian
Federation. The Russian Federation can
feel totally safe, at least from the respective
of our countries, although there are some
other larger states—large states in the
world, and some other entities are respon-
sible for those states. However, the whole
plan of the missile defense system is the
plan which gives rights to more stability
and defense, defense which is needed to
guard against irresponsible actions, without
any additional objectives here.

However, as far as other uses are con-
cerned which were subjects to our talk, I
introduced what I know about the issues
related to the Western Balkans because it
is known that not long ago, there was a
meeting in Brussels, where I talked with
almost all the leaders of the western Balkan
States. We talked also about Kosovo, the
crucial problem there. We talked also about
how, in Polish opinion, the solution per-
taining to that region, formerly the part
of Serbia—however, in reality, it is a sepa-
rate identity—and how the relations per-
taining to that region can be really reflected
on other parts of the world.

We also talked about the stabilizing role
of NATO today, and I hope that tomorrow
to an even larger extent. We also talked
a little about the European Union. We
talked about the states with which the
United States is befriended and Poland is
befriended, as for example, the, well, Ger-
man Federal Republic. We also exchanged
the views on France. President George W.
Bush had already had a chance to talk
longer with President Sarkozy during the
meeting of G-8, and I had only a brief
encounter with him 2 years ago when I
was not President yet. But in a few days’
time, I'm going to meet him.

The conversation which we have had,
very interesting, important for myself at
least. T'm sure it will be followed up an-
other meeting in mid-July. And then we
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will come to concrete results. The begin-
ning of that was the meeting today, very
fruitful for myself. And I want to thank
you very much, Mr. President, for coming
to Poland. Thank you. Thank you very
much.

And now, President George W. Bush.

President Bush. Mr. President, thank you
for your gracious hospitality. Laura and I
are so honored to be with you and Mrs.
Kaczynska I think probably the highlight
was to meet your granddaughter, and con-
gratulations on the birth of another grand-
daughter.

This is our third trip to Poland. We have
never been in this beautiful part of your
country, and it's spectacular. We really
thank you for inviting us to Jurata. Thank
you for the walk in the woods, and thank
you for the very friendly and important dia-
log we had.

The President talked a lot about what
we talked about. One thing I do want to
do is praise this good country for being
so strong for freedom. I love to be in a
land where people value liberty and are
willing to help others realize the blessings
of liberty. Kosciuszko has a statue right
across the street from the White House,
on which it says, “For our freedom and
yours.” Isn’t that interesting: for our free-
dom and somebody else’s? Poland is a great
advocate for democracy in the world today.

And T thank you, Mr. President, for your
leadership in the cause of freedom. You're
very much involved in the cause of freedom
in two very difficult theaters: Afghanistan
and Iraq. I thank you and I thank the peo-
ple of Poland for the sacrifices being made
so that others may live in a free society.
You've deployed nearly 900 troops in Iraq,
troops that are helping the Iragi people
defend their young democracy against ex-
tremists, radicals who murder in the name
of an ideology to deny people the right
to live in a free society. And I thank you
for the leadership. I appreciate the fact that
youve made the decision to extend the de-
ployment through 2007. That is a bold and

hard decision, I know. The people of Iraq
will never forget it.

And it’s important for those families who
have lost a loved one in the Iraq theater
to understand, the American people won't
forget it either. And we send our prayers
and blessings to those families.

Recently in Afghanistan, there was a call
for more NATO help, and this Government
stepped up quickly by sending more troops
to help that young democracy survive as
well. So, Mr. President, thank you for your
leadership. It's a proud moment in history
when free countries are able to help others.

That's how you set the stage for peace.
Free societies don’t war with each other.
That’s why Europe is now whole, free, and
at peace. Our dream is, the same blessings
of liberty be extended to the Middle East.
I thank you for your stalwart support.

We discussed our—as well, the efforts
by Poland to help people who are—who
need to be free from governments that
are—darken their vision. I thank you very
much for your leadership for Belarus, the
people of Belarus, a nation where peaceful
protesters are beaten and opposition lead-
ers are disappeared.

I appreciate so very much your speaking
out on behalf of the dissidents in Cuba,
an island right off our coast, as you know,
Mr. President. And it is inspiring for the
people of Cuba who want to live in a free
society to hear the voices from Europe,
such as yours or the Czech Republic’s.

We had a—spent a lot of time talking
about the Ukraine. I thank you for your
insight. And then, of course, we did talk
about missile defense, a subject that the
President and I spent a lot of time talking
about. It's a subject I spent a lot of time
talking about with President Putin yester-
day.

>l;irst, let me say, I appreciate the support
of the deployment of the missile defense
interceptors here in Poland. We will nego-
tiate a fair agreement that enhances the
security of Poland and the security of the
entire continent against rogue regimes who
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might be willing to try to blackmail free
nations. That’s the true threat of the 21st
century. It's a subject that I told you I
discussed with President Putin.

I have made clear what you just made
clear, Mr. President: The system we have
proposed is not directed at Russia. Indeed,
we would welcome Russian cooperation on
missile defense. We think it makes sense
to have a—and I proposed and he accepted
a working group from our State Depart-
ment, Defense Department, and military to
discuss different opportunities and different
options, all aimed at providing protection
for people from rogue regimes who might
be in a position to either blackmail and/
or attack those of us who live in free soci-
eties.

All in all, we had the kind of conversa-
tion you'd expect strong allies to have. It
was candid; it was over a really good meal.
And I'm looking forward to bringing you
back, Mr. President, to the White House.
I can’t wait to see you there in mid-July.
Again, thank you all for your wonderful

hospitality. God bless the people of Poland.

NoOTE: The President spoke at approximately
8:22 p.m. at Gdansk Lech Walesa Inter-
national Airport. In his remarks, he referred
to Maria Kaczynska, wife of President
Kaczynski; and President Vladimir V. Putin
of Russia. President Kaczynski referred to
President Nicolas Sarkozy of France. Presi-
dent Kaczynski spoke in Polish, and his re-
marks were translated by an interpreter.

Statement on the Nomination of Admiral Michael G. Mullen To Be
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and General James E. Cartwright To
Be Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

June 8, 2007

General Peter Pace has served our Na-
tion with great distinction for 40 years. He
is an outstanding marine, and he made his-
tory as the first marine to serve as Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

As Chairman of the Joint Chiefs, Pete’s
job has been to help ensure that America’s
military forces are prepared to meet the
threats of this new century. This is a dif-
ficult task in a time of peace. Pete Pace
has done it in a time of war, and he has
done it superbly. As part of our senior mili-
tary leadership, Pete has helped oversee the
liberation of more than 50 million people.
I have relied on his unvarnished military
judgment, and I value his candor, his integ-
rity, and his friendship.

Pete’s life is the story of the American
Dream. He grew up in an immigrant fam-
ily, graduated from the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy, and went on to hold the highest posi-
tion in our Armed Forces. He is a man
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of character who leads by example. I thank
his wife Lynne, who knows from long expe-
rience that military service is a family com-
mitment. I also thank his son Peter and
his daughter Tiffany. America has been
blessed by Pete’s lifetime of service. And
I wish all the best for the Pace family as
this good man begins a new chapter in
his life.

I am pleased to accept the recommenda-
tion of Secretary Gates that I nominate Ad-
miral Michael Mullen to succeed General
Pace. Admiral Mullen has performed ably
as Chief of Naval Operations. He holds de-
grees from the U.S. Naval Academy, the
Harvard Business School, and the Naval
Postgraduate School. He has served ably
in both the Atlantic and Pacific Fleets, as
well as in both Allied and Joint Commands.
And when he is confirmed by the United
States Senate, he will make a superb Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.
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