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I mentioned the other day, I think we need 
to go back to the U.N. Security Council. 
And we’ll see. 

Spread of Democracy 
Q. You mentioned South Korea earlier. 

Do you think South Korea could be a 
model for Iraq? 

The President. I think that—first of all, 
the situation inside South Korea is dif-
ferent—or was different than it is in Iraq. 
On the other hand, U.S. presence enabled 
the South Korean economy and system to 
evolve and, at the same time, provided as-
surances to the Chinese and the Japanese. 

And you hear me say that—and compare 
the situation in the Middle East to what 
happened in the Far East. It’s not to say 
that the cultures were the same or the dif-
ficulties in the different countries are the 
same. It is to say, however, that the U.S. 
can provide a presence in order to give 
people confidence necessary to make deci-
sions that will enable democracies to 
emerge and say to other people, step back 
and let the democracies emerge. 

It’s very interesting to note that the U.S. 
presence in the Far East was welcomed 
by different countries with different inter-
ests. But it helped achieve an objective for 
all of us, and today, the Far East is peace-
ful. And it wasn’t peaceful at the end of 
the Korean war; it was a place where thou-
sands of Americans had lost lives. 

And so the comparison between Korea 
and the Middle East is, again, not to say 
that the religious situation was the same— 
of course, it was different—nor to say that 
some of the influential players were the 
same; it’s different. But it is to say that 
given time, these democracies will emerge. 

President Nicolas Sarkozy of France 
Q. What do you think of the new French 

President? 
The President. I haven’t met him yet— 

I have met him—excuse me—but not as 
President. 

NOTE: The interview began at 11:45 a.m. at 
the Kempinski Grand Hotel Heiligendamm. 
In his remarks, the President referred to 
former President Martti Ahtisaari of Finland, 
United Nations Special Envoy of the Sec-
retary-General for the Future Status Process 
of Kosovo; Chancellor Angela Merkel of Ger-
many; Secretary of Defense Robert M. 
Gates; President Pervez Musharraf of Paki-
stan; King Abdallah bin Abd al-Aziz Al Saud 
of Saudi Arabia; President Umar Hassan 
Ahmad al-Bashir of Sudan; Secretary-Gen-
eral Ban Ki-moon of the United Nations; and 
President Mahmud Ahmadi-nejad of Iran. A 
reporter referred to Russian chess 
grandmaster and political activist Garry 
Kasparov. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of this interview. 

Remarks Following Discussions With Chancellor Angela Merkel of 
Germany in Heiligendamm 
June 6, 2007 

Chancellor Merkel. Well, ladies and gen-
tlemen, this was our first meeting here dur-
ing the G–8 meeting with the President 
of the United States of America. And we 
wanted to use this meeting in order to pre-
pare the agenda of all of the issues that 
we’re going to discuss here during the sum-

mit meeting. And it was a very satisfactory 
meeting, indeed, although in some areas 
there remain a few things here and there 
that we still need to discuss. 

But what we would like to see coming 
out from this G–8 summit is, we would 
like to send a signal as to how we wish 
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to shape globalization in the sense that we 
would like to give it a human face; we 
would like to shape it for human beings. 
We want to combat poverty. We want to 
ensure the freedom of investments. We 
want to also see to it that globalization re-
spects the social dimension. We want to 
work on world trade issues. And there are 
a number of international conflicts that we 
wish to concentrate on and that we hope 
we will together be able to contain. 

There are two priority issues that loom 
large on the agenda and could be seen, 
I believe, also in the preparatory phase 
leading up to this meeting. The first one 
is climate change, and the second one is 
combating poverty in Africa. And on these 
two issues, we just had a very intensive 
and a very good conversation, a very good 
debate. As I said, there are few areas here 
and there where we will continue to work 
on, but I trust that we will work out joint 
positions on that. 

So let me say yet again, I do hope and 
trust that a very strong message will come 
out of this summit meeting, and we started 
here on a very good footing, indeed. 

President Bush. Angela, thank you for 
your hospitality. You picked a beautiful site. 

I’m appreciative of your leadership. I 
think that when people take an objective 
look at what’s been accomplished here, 
people will see that there’s been major 
progress made on key issues. I come with 
a deep desire to make sure that those suf-

fering from HIV/AIDS on the continent of 
Africa know that they’ll get help from the 
G–8. I come with a deep desire to work 
with people around the table to reduce ma-
laria on the continent of Africa and feed 
the hungry. I know you share that desire 
as well. Thank you for your leadership. 

I also come with a strong desire to work 
with you on a post-Kyoto agreement about 
how we can achieve major objectives. One, 
of course, is the reduction of greenhouse 
gases. Another is to become more energy 
independent, in our case, from crude oil 
from parts of the world that—where we’ve 
got some friends and sometimes we don’t 
have friends. We have a good chance to 
share our technologies with the developing 
world to make sure that we’re good stew-
ards of the environment. And I thank you 
for your leadership on this issue, and I’m 
looking forward to working with our fellow 
G–8 members. 

It’s good to be back in this part of the 
world. And I know it takes a lot of hard 
work to put on one of these G–8s, and 
your team has done a fine job. Glad to 
be with you. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 
2:25 p.m. at the Kempinski Grand Hotel 
Heiligendamm. Chancellor Merkel spoke in 
German, and her remarks were translated by 
an interpreter. 

Remarks Following Discussions With Prime Minister Shinzo Abe of Japan 
in Heiligendamm 
June 6, 2007 

President Bush. It’s good to be with a 
friend, Shinzo Abe. We recently met at 
Camp David, and now we have a—and we 
were on the phone since then, and now 
we have a chance to further our discus-
sions. 

We talked about a lot of subjects; par-
ticularly, we talked about North Korea. 
There is a common message here, and that 
is, we expect the North Koreans to honor 
agreements. And it’s very important for the 
Japanese people to know that I strongly 
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