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of the U.S. Armed Forces. Our thoughts
and prayers are with the France family.

Statement on the Death of Senator Craig L. Thomas

June 5, 2007

Laura and I are deeply saddened by the
death of Wyoming Senator Craig Thomas.
During nearly 23 years of public service
as a Senator, Congressman, and State legis-
lator, Senator Thomas was a tireless and
effective advocate for the people of his be-
loved home State. He was a man of char-
acter and integrity, known for his devotion

to the values he shared with the people
of Wyoming. He leaves a lasting legacy as
a guardian of Wyoming’s lands and re-
sources and our country’s national parks.
Our thoughts and prayers go out to Senator
Thomas’s wife Susan, his family, and
friends.

Interview With Members of the White House Press Pool in Heiligendamm,

Germany
June 6, 2007

The President. Let me start off by talking
about my speech yesterday. The purpose
of the speech is to remind our allies and
those who are wondering as to whether or
not the United States is firmly committed
to democracy that we are. I strongly believe
that we are in a war with a group of
ideologues and that we can eventually win
this war by promoting an alternative ide-
ology.

And so the speech yesterday was to speak
clearly to people around the world that the
United States is committed to this freedom
agenda, that there is a realistic reason why
we promote freedom, that it’s for our own
security. There’s a moral imperative to pro-
mote {reedom, and that is to recognize that
there are people who live in societies that
are still repressive and that free nations
have an obligation to work to secure their
liberty. I made it very clear that democracy
takes time, that it takes different forms in
different places, but nevertheless, there are

underlying principles which are essential to
free societies.

I pointed out that freedom has made
great progress over 20 years. The reason
I did that was, one, to express my optimism
about the future. But, two, make it clear
that things—the freedom agenda just
doesn’t bloom overnight; it takes hard work.
But I also made it clear, it’s necessary
work. And then, as you know, I went
around the world and talked about different
spots around the world.

And T think it’s very important for the
G-8—nations in the G-8 to recognize the
power of liberty to transform societies. And
so I'll be talking, of course, about that here.
I think it’s important for nations that are
free to recognize they have an obligation
to help others. I was moved by the people
I met. It was just very heartwarming to
meet with heroic souls that do have the
capacity, with proper support, of changing
their societies and, therefore, changing the
world.
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