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sometimes, in people. We’re a land of im-
migrants. 

I was touched yesterday when the kid 
from the Coast Guard Academy—ensign, 
now ensign—talked about his migrant 
grandfather from Mexico. And here’s this 
guy—this man standing up in front of the 
President of the United States and his class, 
talking about serving America. He wasn’t— 
you know, his grandfather wasn’t born here. 
I don’t know what job he did; I suspect 
it was probably manual labor. I don’t know; 
I didn’t ask him. 

But I do know he spoke with pride. I 
do know he represents the best about what 
immigration can mean for America. You 
know, welcoming people here who want to 
work and realize the American Dream re-
news our spirit and soul. It’s been the case 
throughout generations. And we have an 
opportunity to put a good law in place now; 
right now. And it’s going to be hard work. 
And sure, politics will get involved. But the 
question is, will Members of Congress rise 
above politics? I will. It’s the right thing 
to have a comprehensive bill. 

And so I’m going to continue to reach 
out to Members of Congress from both 
parties and call upon them to take the lead 
and show the political courage necessary 
to get the bill to my desk as quickly as 
possible. 

I want to thank you for your interest. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference 
began at 11:01 a.m. in the Rose Garden at 
the White House. In his remarks, he referred 
to President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia; 
President Hu Jintao and Vice Premier Wu 
Yi of China; Gen. David H. Petraeus, USA, 
commanding general, Multi-National 
Force—Iraq; Secretary of Defense Robert 
M. Gates; James A. Baker III and Lee H. 
Hamilton, cochairs, Iraq Study Group; and 
Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida ter-
rorist organization. Reporters referred to 
former Department of Justice official Monica 
M. Goodling; former Deputy Attorney Gen-
eral James B. Comey; former Attorney Gen-
eral John Ashcroft; and Ens. Marc A. Mares, 
USCG. 

Statement on the Nomination of James W. Holsinger, Jr., To Be Surgeon 
General 
May 24, 2007 

Today I have announced my intention 
to nominate James W. Holsinger, Jr., to 
serve as the 18th Surgeon General of the 
United States. Dr. Holsinger is an accom-
plished physician who has led one of our 
Nation’s largest health care systems, the 
State of Kentucky’s health care system, and 
the University of Kentucky’s Medical Cen-
ter. He also has taught at several American 
medical schools, and he served more than 
three decades in the United States Army 
Reserve, retiring in 1993 as a Major Gen-
eral. 

As America’s chief health educator, he 
will be charged with providing the best sci-

entific information available on how Ameri-
cans can make smart choices that improve 
their health and reduce their risk of illness 
and injury. Dr. Holsinger will particularly 
focus his efforts on educating parents and 
children about childhood obesity, a serious 
epidemic that decreases quality of life and 
burdens our health care system. I am con-
fident that Dr. Holsinger will help our Na-
tion confront this challenge and many oth-
ers to ensure that Americans live longer, 
better, and healthier lives. 
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Remarks Following a Visit With Wounded Troops and Their Families at 
the National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, Maryland 
May 25, 2007 

First, I applaud the bipartisan effort to 
get a emergency supplemental bill to my 
desk. The Speaker and the leader said they 
would get it done by Memorial Day recess, 
and they have, and I appreciate that very 
much. 

You know, this effort shows what can 
happen when people work together. We set 
a good bill that didn’t have timetables or 
tell the military how to do its job, but also 
sent a clear signal to the Iraqis that there’s 
expectations here in America, expectations 
that we expect—about how to move for-
ward. I look forward to continuing to work 
with the Prime Minister and his Govern-
ment in meeting those expectations. 

I also am honored to be here at this 
place of compassion and healing on Memo-
rial Day weekend. It’s a weekend which 
gives us a chance to honor those who have 
served this country, whether it be in this 
war or in previous wars. 

In being here, I also want to honor the 
healers here at Bethesda. It’s—health care 
here is remarkable. They’re dealing with 
some of the very tragic injuries in this war. 
People come here without much hope, and 
they leave, in many cases, healed and ready 
to move on with their lives. So I thank 
the doctors and the nurses. 

I also thank the soldiers and their fami-
lies who I met here, people who are re-
markably brave and courageous. I’m con-
stantly amazed at the strength of character 
of those who wear the uniform. To be the 
Commander and Chief of such men and 
women is really an awesome honor. 

And so to our troops and their families: 
May God bless you. And may God continue 
to bless our country. 

Thank you all very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:36 p.m. In 
his remarks, he referred to Prime Minister 
Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq. 

Statement on Congressional Passage of Emergency Supplemental 
Appropriations 
May 25, 2007 

Congress voted yesterday to provide our 
troops with the funding and flexibility they 
need to protect our country, and I was 
pleased to sign the bill today. Rather than 
mandate arbitrary timetables for troop with-
drawals or micromanage our military com-
manders, this legislation enables our service 
men and women to follow the judgment 
of commanders on the ground. 

This important bill also provides a clear 
roadmap to help the Iraqis secure their 
country and strengthen their young democ-
racy. Iraqis need to demonstrate measur-

able progress on a series of benchmarks 
for improved security, political reconcili-
ation, and governance. These tasks will be 
difficult for this young democracy, but we 
are confident they will continue to make 
progress on the goals they have set for 
themselves. 

I am pleased that Congress removed bil-
lions of dollars in unrequested spending. 
I would like to have removed even more, 
but this package was part of the effort to 
move forward and ensure our troops in 
harm’s way have the resources they need. 
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