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And you can debate about the mistakes 
and the issues, and you can debate about 
Iraq, whether we should have done this, 
or we should have done that. But actually, 
what is happening in Iraq today is that our 
enemy is fighting us, and, therefore, if what 
happens when our enemy fights us is that 
we drift away from our friends, that we 
kind of make the little accommodations so 
that we don’t escape some of the difficulty 
and the responsibility and, occasionally, op-
probrium of decisionmaking, if we do that, 
our enemy takes heart from that; they 
watch that. They watch what we’re doing 
the whole time. They ask, ‘‘Are these guys 
standing up for what they believe, or if 
we carry on, is their will going to diminish 
and they’re going to give up because it’s 
just too difficult, because the public opinion 
is too difficult, because the opinion polls 
tell them it’s too difficult?’’ 

Now, that is the decision of leadership. 
And it’s not just a decision for me and 
him; it’s a decision for everybody who’s en-
gaged in politics. And people run down pol-
itics and say it’s all just a series of positions 
and attitudes and sound bites and, occa-
sionally, even lies and all the rest of it. 
Actually, what politics is in the end, when 
it’s done in the right way, when people 
stand up for what they believe, is, it’s about 
public service. And there’s nothing to be 
ashamed of in that. And the fact is, the 
decisions are difficult; of course, they’re dif-
ficult. 

And we took a decision that we thought 
was very difficult. I thought then and I 
think now, it was the right decision. History 
will make a judgment at a particular time. 
But one thing I know is that what we rep-
resent coming here today, speaking in the 
Rose Garden to you people and getting 
your questions and being under your pres-
sure, that is a finer and better way of life 
than either a brutal, secular dictatorship or 
religious extremism. It’s a better way of 
life, and it’s the way of life, actually, peo-
ple, any time they are given the choice, 
choose to have. And what we should be 
about, our two nations, is giving as many 
people in the world as possible that choice 
and being proud of it. 

President Bush. What I know is, the 
world needs courage. And what I know is, 
this good man is a courageous man. 

Thanks for coming. Appreciate you. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference 
began at 11:23 a.m. in the Rose Garden at 
the White House. In his remarks, he referred 
to Secretary General Jakob Gijsbert ‘‘Jaap’’ 
de Hoop Scheffer of the North Atlantic Trea-
ty Organization. A reporter referred to 
former Deputy Attorney General James B. 
Comey; former White House Chief of Staff 
Andrew H. Card, Jr.; Attorney General 
Alberto R. Gonzales; and former Attorney 
General John Ashcroft. 

Remarks at a Joint Reserve Officer Training Corps Commissioning 
Ceremony 
May 17, 2007 

Thank you. Good afternoon. Welcome. 
Here we are in the East Room, a room 
that has had a long history. When President 
John Adams moved in, his wife Abigail 
used it to dry the family’s laundry. [Laugh-
ter] Abraham Lincoln’s children once raced 

their goats in this room during a reception. 
[Laughter] 

Over the rooms, this year—this room has 
been used for dances, concerts, weddings, 
funerals, award presentations, press con-
ferences, and bill signings. Today we add 
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another event to the storied legacy of the 
East Room: the first joint ROTC commis-
sioning ceremony. And we’re glad you’re 
here. 

The young men and women we honor 
today represent the great diversity of the 
American people. You come from different 
backgrounds. You represent all 50 States 
and the District of Columbia as well as 
Guam, Puerto Rico, American Samoa, and 
the U.S. Virgin Islands. And when you 
leave here today, you will wear on your 
shoulders the same powerful symbol of 
achievement: the gold bars of an officer 
of the United States Armed Forces. 

Mr. Secretary, thank you for joining us; 
proud to be here with Secretary Bob Gates 
and Becky. I thank Pete Geren, Acting Sec-
retary of the Army. I appreciate so very 
much General Pete Pace, Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs; General George Casey, Chief 
of Staff of the U.S. Army. You all have 
brought out some of the brass. [Laughter] 

I appreciate Senator Ben Nelson, United 
States Senator, for taking his time out to 
be here today. Senator, it means a lot that 
you’re here. I thank the ROTC members 
being commissioned here today. I welcome 
your friends, and, most importantly, I wel-
come your families. I appreciate all the oth-
ers in our military here too. Thanks for 
coming. 

We gather at a solemn moment for this 
country. Many of you were still in high 
school when terrorists brought death and 
destruction to our streets on September the 
11th, 2001. You were high school students. 
And yet, some of you understood that the 
cause of freedom would soon depend on 
your generation’s willingness to step for-
ward to defend it. And when it came time 
to be counted, each of you volunteered, 
knowing full well the risks involved during 
a time of war. As your Commander in 
Chief, I salute your decision to serve, and 
I congratulate you on a fine achievement. 

The idea of providing college students 
an opportunity to train for a military com-
mission has its roots in the old land-grant 

universities of the 19th century, which in-
cluded a program of military science. The 
modern program dates to 1916, when the 
Government established the Reserve Offi-
cers Training Corps to improve and stand-
ardize the training of junior officers. ROTC 
starts by identifying men and women of 
leadership and ability. It then prepares 
them morally, mentally, and physically for 
their responsibilities as officers in the finest 
Armed Forces in the world. 

As part of this preparation, you have 
been taught a way of life that elevates serv-
ice above self. You have learned that honor 
is not just a word; it is a sacred inheritance 
to be preserved and handed down. You 
have learned that courage is not the ab-
sence of fear, it is the ability to do the 
right thing in spite of your fears. And you 
have learned that much is expected of our 
military officers. 

For most of you, a ROTC scholarship 
helped pay for your college education. The 
American people provide these funds will-
ingly. And in return they ask one thing: 
When their sons and daughters are put in 
harm’s way, they will be led by officers 
of character and integrity. 

The path you have taken to this day is 
not an easy one. When your roommates 
slept in—[laughter]—you got up at dawn 
for a 3-mile run. While others spread out 
on the grass on a sunny day, you marched 
in formation. And when your friends called 
it a night and headed out to the town, 
you stayed back to shine your shoes and 
iron your uniform in preparation for the 
next day’s inspection. 

All of you have made many sacrifices to 
receive your commission. Yet some of you 
have had to endure even greater hardships 
because your universities do not allow 
ROTC on campus. For those of you in 
this position, this can require long com-
mutes several times a week to another cam-
pus that does offer ROTC, so you can at-
tend a military class, participate in a drill. 
Most of all, it means living a split existence, 
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where your life as a cadet or midshipmen 
is invisible to most of your fellow students. 

Every American citizen is entitled to his 
or her opinion about our military, but sure-
ly the concept of diversity is large enough 
to embrace one of the most diverse institu-
tions in American life. It should not be 
hard for our great schools of learning to 
find room to honor the service of men and 
women who are standing up to defend the 
freedoms that make the work of our univer-
sities possible. To the cadets and mid-
shipmen who are graduating from a college 
or university that believes ROTC is not 
worthy of a place on campus, here is my 
message: Your university may not honor 
your military service, but the United States 
of America does. And in this, the people’s 
house, we will always make a place for 
those who wear the uniform of our country. 

In a few minutes, you will raise your 
right hands and swear an oath to defend 
our Constitution from all enemies foreign 
and domestic, knowing that these enemies 
are real. You will receive your commissions 
as officers, knowing that you will soon have 

the lives of other men and women in your 
own hands. You will leave this room with 
heads held high, knowing that you take 
your place in one of the greatest forces 
of freedom in the history of mankind. 

So I ask you today: Bring honor to the 
uniform; set high standards for yourself; do 
not ask of those under your command any-
thing that you would not ask of yourselves. 
If you do all these things, your career will 
take care of itself, your service will be a 
source of pride, and you will help build 
a safer and more hopeful world for our 
fellow citizens. 

So congratulations to our new lieutenants 
and ensigns. And may Almighty God keep 
you close as you keep the American people 
safe. 

And now I ask the Secretary of Defense 
to administer the oath. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:12 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Secretary of Defense 
Robert M. Gates. 

Remarks on Immigration Reform 
May 17, 2007 

Secretary Gutierrez and Secretary 
Chertoff have just briefed me about the 
negotiations on the comprehensive immi-
gration bill that just concluded in the Sen-
ate. I want to thank, first of all, my Secre-
taries for being involved in the process, 
being engaged in this important issue, and 
helping move the process forward. I con-
gratulate Members of the Senate, both po-
litical parties, who decided it was time to 
work together to come up with a com-
prehensive immigration bill that addresses 
a major problem facing our country. After 
weeks of long work, these negotiations 
came to a successful conclusion. 

I want to thank the Members of the Sen-
ate who worked hard. I appreciate the lead-
ership shown on both sides of the aisle. 
As I reflect upon this important accom-
plishment, important first step toward a 
comprehensive immigration bill, it reminds 
me of how much the Americans appreciate 
the fact that we can work together—when 
we work together, that they see positive 
things. 

Immigration is a tough issue for a lot 
of Americans. It’s a—the agreement 
reached today is one that will help enforce 
our borders, but equally importantly, it will 
treat people with respect. This is a bill 
where people who live here in our country 
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