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to those who have invested in new tech-
nologies, to know that the Federal Govern-
ment is going to be a purchaser, when 
commercially available. In other words, 
we’re not going to waste your taxpayers’ 
money, but we’re going to participate in 
a new market. I don’t think you want us 
buying above market; I think you want us 
to be wise about how we spend it. [Laugh-
ter] 

We’re going to purchase—increase our 
purchases of renewable power from new 
sources. We’re going to reduce the gas con-
sumption of the Federal fleet by 20 percent 
over 10 years. We’re going to be joining 
with America. We set the goal. It doesn’t 
make much sense for the Federal Govern-
ment to set the goal and then not partici-
pate, and we will. And so the Executive 
order commits this Government to doing 
what I know is going to happen. 

I love being around entrepreneurs and 
people that dream big dreams. And today 
I understand some are out there scratching 
their heads, saying: ‘‘You expect me to be-
lieve, President, that I’m going to be driv-
ing a car, the fuel from which has been 
derived from switchgrass?’’ And my answer 
is, ‘‘Yes, I do.’’ That’s what I believe. You 
know why I feel that way? Because the 
people here at DuPont feel that way. The 
people here at DuPont have always 
dreamed big dreams. And if you look at 

the history, they have followed through. 
There have been unbelievable new tech-
nologies that have come from the minds 
of the folks who work here. 

And the same thing is happening in en-
ergy. It’s coming; it’s coming. And the role 
of the Federal Government is to set high 
goals—and in this case, mandatory fuel 
standards—to say, we’re dedicated, com-
mitted, and we’re going to achieve the goal. 
And that way, when it’s all said and done, 
when we’ve done our duty to serving the 
American people, we can look back and 
say to this next generation: We tried to 
leave you a little better world. 

And so I want to thank you for giving 
me a chance to come and talk about that 
better world. It’s on the way. And I’m ex-
cited to be a part of it, and I know you 
are as well. 

God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:01 a.m. in 
the DuPont Theater at the Hotel du Pont. 
In his remarks, he referred to Charles O. 
‘‘Chad’’ Holliday, Jr., chairman of the board 
and chief executive officer, DuPont; Terry 
R. Spence, speaker, Delaware State House 
of Representatives; and Charles L. Copeland, 
minority leader, Delaware State Senate. The 
related Executive order of January 24 is listed 
in Appendix D at the end of this volume. 

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With the Joint Chiefs of Staff and Combatant 
Commanders 
January 24, 2007 

It’s my pleasure to welcome Secretary 
Gates, the Joint Chiefs, and the combatant 
commanders to the White House. First of 
all, it’s an honor to be in the presence 
of such fine citizens, men who are doing 
their duty to protect this country. And we 
have no more solemn duty than to protect 

America in this war against extremists and 
radicals. 

I’m looking forward to our discussion 
about the theaters in which you are rep-
resenting America. I’m looking forward to 
discussion about the new way forward in 
Iraq. I thank you for your service. 
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I also call upon the Senate to move 
quickly to confirm Lieutenant General 
Petraeus as the commander of the Multi- 
National Forces—Iraq, Admiral Fallon as 
the commander of Central Command, and 
General Casey as the Army Chief of Staff. 
It is important to get these three fine indi-
viduals in their posts as soon as possible 
so that we have continuity as we do our 
duty to protect the American people. 

We’ll have a good, wide-ranging discus-
sion here, and then Laura and I have the 
high privilege of welcoming you and your 

spouses to dinner tonight. Welcome, and 
thank you for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:06 p.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House. In 
his remarks, he referred to Secretary of De-
fense Robert M. Gates; Lt. Gen. David H. 
Petraeus, USA, commanding general, U.S. 
Army Combined Arms Center and Fort 
Leavenworth; and Gen. George W. Casey, 
Jr., USA, commanding general, Multi-Na-
tional Force—Iraq. 

Remarks in a Discussion on Health Care in Lee’s Summit, Missouri 
January 25, 2007 

The President. Rich, thank you very 
much for inviting us here to Saint Luke’s. 
We had a fascinating tour of your facility. 
It is safe to say that Saint Luke’s hospital— 
the Saint Luke’s Health System under-
stands the power of technology to help 
compassionate doctors and nurses better do 
their job. And technology is a—we saw, 
like, unbelievably interesting medical pro-
grams, programs that enable doctors to bet-
ter analyze disease and deal with disease 
before it becomes acute, which is impor-
tant. 

The reason why I emphasize the infor-
mation technology aspects of this hospital 
is that part of the role of Government is 
to encourage people to make decisions to 
help hold the cost of health care down. 
And when a hospital modernizes, when you 
go from files to electronics, it helps hold 
the cost of health care down. 

One of the interesting things about medi-
cine is that medicine tends to have lagged 
behind the rest of our economy when it 
comes to information technology. And yet 
under Rich’s leadership, this facility and its 
sister facilities are doing some really inter-
esting reforms we’ll talk about a little bit. 

I want to thank George Pagels, who is 
the CEO of this facility. George, thank you. 
He’s a doctor and gave us the tour—met 
a lot of really fine nurses and docs, by 
the way. I appreciate Senator Bond joining 
us; thanks for coming. And of course, our 
Secretary of Health and Human Services, 
who will say something here in a minute. 

I want to talk a little bit about a com-
prehensive strategy to make health care 
available and affordable. There is no ques-
tion in my mind that a proper role for 
the Federal Government is to help the poor 
and the elderly and the diseased get health 
care. We’ll do that. And to the extent that 
these important programs need to be re-
formed and strengthened, we will do that 
as well. Witness what we did with Medi-
care. Medicare was old and stagnant; it 
needed to be reformed. We reformed it 
through a generous prescription drug ben-
efit that has actually worked; it’s helped 
our seniors. And so we will do our duty 
at the Federal level, and when we find 
deficiencies in Federal programs, we will 
work to correct them, for the good of the 
citizens and the taxpayers. 

The second aspect of our responsibility 
is to work to make health care available 
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