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House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on May
5. The transcript was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on May 4, but
was embargoed for release until the broad-
cast. In the radio address, the President re-

ferred to Gen. David H. Petraeus, USA,
commanding general, Multi-National
Force—Iraq. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address.

Remarks on Tornado Damage in Greensburg, Kansas

May 6, 2007

Our hearts are heavy for the loss of life
in Greensburg, Kansas. A tornado dev-
astated that community. It just basically
wiped it out.

I spoke to the Governor and Senator Pat
Roberts about the extent of the devastation.
They said to me: “It’s hard to describe
how bad this community was hit.”

I have declared a major disaster for that
community, and I hope that helps. It’s
going to take a long time for the commu-
nity to recover. And so we’ll help in any
way we can. There’s a certain spirit in the

Midwest of our country, a pioneer spirit
that still exists, and I'm confident this com-
munity will be rebuilt. To the extent that
we can help, we will. The most important
thing now, though, is for our citizens to
ask for the good Lord to comfort those
who hurt.
Thank you very much.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 8:26 a.m. at
St. John’s Episcopal Church in Washington,
DC. In his remarks, he referred to Gov.
Kathleen Sebelius of Kansas.

Remarks at the Welcoming Ceremony for Queen Elizabeth II of the

United Kingdom
May 7, 2007

President Bush. Good morning. Laura
and I are honored to welcome back to the
White House Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth
IT and His Royal Highness Prince Philip,
the Duke of Edinburgh.

The United Kingdom has written many
of the greatest chapters in the history of
human freedom. Nearly 800 years ago, the
Magna Carta placed the authority of the
government under the rule of law. Eighty
years later, the first representative assembly
of the English people met to debate public
policies. Over the centuries, Parliaments in
Britain established principles that guide all
modern democracies. And thinkers from
Britain like Locke and Smith and Burke

542

showed the world that freedom was the
natural right of every man, woman, and
child on Earth.

As liberty expanded in the British Isles,
British explorers helped spread liberty to
many lands, including our own. In May of
1607, a group of pioneers arrived on the
shores of the James River and founded the
first permanent English settlement in
North America. The settlers at Jamestown
planted the seeds of freedom and democ-
racy on American soil. And from those
seeds sprung a nation that will always be
proud to trace its roots back to our friends
across the Atlantic.
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