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In Washington, we’re now in the midst
of an important discussion about immigra-
tion. Our current immigration system is in
need of reform. It is not working. We need
a system where our laws are respected. We
need a system that meets the needs of our
economy. And we need a system that treats
people with dignity and helps newcomers
assimilate into our society.

We must address all elements of this
problem together, or none of them will be
solved at all. We must do it in a way that
learns from the mistakes that caused pre-
vious reforms to fail. I support comprehen-
sive immigration reform that will allow us
to secure our borders and enforce our laws,
to keep us competitive in the global econ-
omy, and to resolve the status of those al-
ready here, without amnesty and without
animosity.

Comprehensive immigration reform is a
vital goal for our Nation, and it is a matter
of deep conviction for me. I will continue

to work closely with lawmakers on both
sides of the aisle to build a consensus for
reform so Congress can pass and I can
sign a comprehensive immigration bill into
law este ano.

The United States and Mexico share a
great border, and we share a hopeful fu-
ture. Tomorrow people on both sides of
that border will celebrate freedom and the
courage of all who defend it. I wish you
a happy Cinco de Mayo. Que Dios los
bendiga a los Estados Unidos y tambien
Mexico.

And now, Los Hermanos Mora Arriaga.

NoTE: The President spoke at 2:54 p.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Emilio Estefan, Jr.,
chairman, Estefan Enterprises, Inc.; and
Mexico’s Ambassador to the U.S. Arturo
Sarukhan Casamitjana. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks.

Statement on the Resignation of Jack D. Crouch II as Deputy National

Security Adviser
May 4, 2007

Dr. ].D. Crouch II came to the White
House in January 2005 to serve as my Dep-
uty National Security Adviser. ].D. has
served our country with great distinction
during a critical period in our history, as
we confront new challenges and pursue a
global war on terror. In the past 2V years,
his accomplishments have been many. He
was at the forefront in devising and imple-
menting the new strategy to help build a
peaceful, stable, and secure Iraq. He was

instrumental in developing the new national
security strategy that charts a course for
advancing our interests abroad, enhancing
global security and liberty, and protecting
the American people. J.D. is leaving the
White House, but Steve Hadley, all his col-
leagues, and I have benefited greatly from
his wise counsel and tireless commitment
to public service.

539



May 4 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2007

Message on the Observance of Cinco de Mayo, 2007

May 4, 2007

I send greetings to those celebrating
Cinco de Mayo.

The story of Cinco de Mayo represents
the triumph of liberty over tyranny and a
joyful moment in Mexican history. In 1862,
Mexican General Ignacio Zaragoza and his
militia defended their independence and
won an important victory for freedom. Be-
cause of their courage, Mexican citizens
would come to know the full blessings of
liberty, and their triumph at the Battle of
Puebla remains an inspiration to all who
thirst for freedom.

Cinco de Mayo is also an opportunity
to celebrate the warm ties between Mexico
and the United States. Geography has
made us neighbors, but our friendship is

based on shared values of family, democ-
racy, and faith. Our country is grateful for
the countless contributions of Mexican
Americans whose hard work and strong
character have strengthened our country.
On Cinco de Mayo and throughout the
year, may we remember that together we
can build a better life and a future of hope
for both our peoples.

Laura and I send our best wishes for
a festive Cinco de Mayo.

GEORGE W. BusH

NoTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language version of this
message. An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Remarks on Physical Fitness Month in Beltsville, Maryland

May 5, 2007

Thank you all for coming. This is Phys-
ical Fitness Month, and I'm with members
of the President’s Physical Fitness Council.
Their job is to encourage all Americans,
young and old, to exercise.

I love exercise. Today I'm going to ride
with a group of friends on a mountain bike.
But the message to all Americans is to find
time in your schedule to walk, run, swim,
bike, to take care of yourselves.

I appreciate Mike Leavitt, who is the
Secretary of Health and Human Services,
is joining us today. He knows what I know,
that if someone takes care of their body
through good exercise, that it is—it’s the
beginning of really good health policy for
the United States.

It doesn’t take much time to stay fit—
30 minutes, 5 days a week: 30 minutes
of walking, 30 minutes of running, 30 min-
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utes of biking, 30 minutes of swimming
on a regular basis will help deal with a
lot of health issues here in America. I have
found that exercise not only is a good ex-
cuse to get outdoors; it helps relieve stress
as well. And so, on behalf of the President’s
Council on Physical Fitness, I say to Amer-
ica: Get outside, take time out of your life,
schedule yourself, be disciplined, and exer-
cise.
Thank you all for coming.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 9:19 a.m. at
the U.S. Secret Service Training Facility. The
National Physical Fitness and Sports Month
proclamation of May 1 is listed in Appendix
D at the end of this volume.
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