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I will veto it. And then I’ll work with Con-
gress to pass a clean bill that funds our 
troops without handcuffing our com-
manders, spending billions of dollars unre-
lated to the war, and forcing our Nation 
to withdraw on the enemy’s terms. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:13 a.m. on 
the South Lawn at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Gen. David H. 
Petraeus, USA, commanding general, Multi- 
National Force—Iraq. 

Remarks at the Harlem Village Academy Charter School in New York City 
April 24, 2007 

Thank you all. Please be seated. Thank 
you for the warm welcome. I appreciate 
you making a Texan feel right at home 
here in Harlem. [Laughter] I have had a 
remarkable experience here at Harlem Vil-
lage Academy Charter School. 

You know, it’s interesting, one of the 
children said: ‘‘Why here? Why did you 
come here, Mr. President? Of all the 
schools in the country, why this school?’’ 
And my answer is, because the President 
has an opportunity to herald excellence, 
and I have seized that opportunity. I have 
come to a school where some may say, 
‘‘These children can’t possibly exceed high 
standards,’’ but, in fact, they are. Secondly, 
I wanted to be nice to the chairman of 
the House Ways and Means Committee. 

I think any time I can thank a teacher, 
I need to do so. So for the teachers here, 
thank you for teaching; for the principals— 
[applause]. 

Interestingly enough, this week is called 
National Charter School Week—I mean, 
next week is called National Charter School 
Week, so a good way to herald National 
Charter School Week is, come to a charter 
school, particularly one that’s working. I’m 
a big believer in charter schools. I think 
charter schools make a lot of sense, wheth-
er it be here in Harlem or anywhere else 
in the United States. 

And so a way to express support for a 
charter school is to come to one that’s 
working and say to people, if you find ex-

cellence, you might want to take a look 
at why, what is it about this school that 
enables a parent to say, I really enjoy send-
ing my child here. Or what is it about 
this school, where a child looks at the 
President and says, I don’t mind being test-
ed, because I know that they’re going to 
help correct problems early, before it’s too 
late. This school is working, and I appre-
ciate you letting me come to talk about 
not only this school but also about an im-
portant piece of legislation called the No 
Child Left Behind Act. 

Before I do so, I thank Deborah for 
being what I call an educational entre-
preneur. That means that—[applause]. So 
I said to Deborah—you know, I’ve never 
met Deborah before, and I said, how did 
you get involved in this school? She had 
a personal tragedy, and rather than allowing 
the personal tragedy to drag her down, she 
said: ‘‘I want to make a contribution. And 
I can’t think of a better contribution than 
to help start a charter school’’—as a matter 
of fact, not only one but two. I also thought 
it was interesting, she said: ‘‘If you’re going 
to be somebody who helps start charter 
schools and works to make charter schools 
excellent, that you better be on the 
frontlines of education.’’ So she became the 
principal of this school. 

If you’re interested in helping your com-
munity—whether you be an individual, 
such as a Deborah, or a corporation, for 
example—promote school excellence, do 
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something for the community in which you 
live. A lot of times if you wait for govern-
ment, things won’t happen. She’s proven 
my case. She says, ‘‘I want to be involved, 
and I want to start some schools.’’ Cor-
porate America needs to take the same in-
terest in local schools if they expect there 
to be a—[applause]—if we expect our 
country to realize its promise. 

Mateo Myers introduces Dr. Kenny and 
introduces me—Mateo Myers. So I said to 
a lot of the kids here at this school: ‘‘How 
many of you want to go to college?’’ They 
all rose—raised their hand. That’s a good 
sign. In other words, this school believes 
in high expectations and putting in a child’s 
mind the possibilities of achieving a dream. 

I appreciate very much Joel Klein. You 
talk about a guy who has taken on a tough 
job and, in my judgment, my humble judg-
ment, is doing it with excellence, is Joel 
Klein. As a result of that endorsement, he 
may never find work again in New York, 
but nevertheless—[laughter]. 

See, I love it when somebody heralds 
that which is working and takes on that 
which is not working. I like a man who 
says, ‘‘The status quo is unacceptable,’’ 
when it’s unacceptable, and is willing to 
do hard work, all aimed at making sure 
every child gets a good education. And we 
appreciate the standards you’ve set and ap-
preciate the example you have shown, Joel. 

I want thank Ed Lewis, chairman of Vil-
lage Academies. Ed Lewis is a successful 
businessman who, instead of taking his suc-
cesses and disappearing, has taken his suc-
cesses and used that which enabled him 
to be successful to plow back into a com-
munity. And that’s an example a lot of 
other people need to see. 

People say to me all the time: ‘‘What 
can I do, Mr. President? How can I con-
tribute?’’ Well, if you want to contribute, 
work on school excellence. I can’t think 
of a better way to contribute to the future 
of the United States than to promote alter-
natives if the school systems in your com-
munity aren’t—isn’t working. In other 

words, just don’t set the status quo if chil-
dren are not meeting standards; challenge 
that status quo, and do something about 
it. 

I appreciate very much Nick Timpone, 
who is the principal here at Harlem Village. 
[Applause] That’s a good sign. Like, I’d be 
worried about the silence, you know. 
[Laughter] It turns out that good schools 
such as this have good principals, people 
who work hard, people who, you know, mo-
tivate the teaching staff, people who listen 
to parents. And I appreciate you very much 
being at the center of this important school. 

Traveling with me today is the Secretary 
of Education, Margaret Spellings. I appre-
ciate you coming, Madam Secretary. Her 
job is to work with local school districts 
so that the Federal, State, and local rela-
tionship is a collaborative relationship that 
actually works and doesn’t get in each oth-
er’s way. And her job is to implement No 
Child Left Behind. And I couldn’t have 
picked anybody better to do so. 

I want to thank, again, Charlie Rangel. 
He is the chairman of the Ways and Means 
Committee. You can imagine what it’s like 
traveling in the Presidential limousine down 
Adam Clayton Powell Boulevard hearing 
Rangel say, ‘‘I was raised over here, and 
here’s the hotel I worked in when I was 
a boy.’’ You know, the people in Harlem 
have got a fantastic Congressman in 
Charles Rangel. He cares deeply—[ap-
plause]. He could agree with me a few 
more times, but—[laughter]—I don’t ex-
pect him to. But I do expect him to do 
what he does, which is work for the good 
of the country. And I’m really proud to 
be with you. Thanks for coming, Charlie. 

I—Peter King—Congressmen Peter King 
and Vito Fossella is with us today. Both 
of these Congressmen care about edu-
cation. I appreciate the members of the 
New York charter school community who 
have taken time to come. I want to thank 
the Harlem community leaders who have 
joined us today. Thanks for letting me be 
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here. I particularly want to thank the stu-
dents for letting me come by to say hello. 
I’ve really enjoyed my trip here, and you’ve 
impressed me. 

I do want to say something about Vir-
ginia Tech, the Virginia Tech community. 
It’s a community that still hurts, and the 
people in Blacksburg, Virginia, must know 
that citizens, whether they be in Harlem 
or anywhere else in the country, still hold 
those folks in their prayers. 

Schools should be places of safety; they 
should be a sanctuary of learning. And 
when that sanctuary is violated, the impact 
is felt all across the country. It’s felt in 
every classroom. And I know you’ve wor-
ried about such violence here, as a result 
of the Virginia Tech. And I want to thank 
the principals and teachers for reacting and 
helping calm nerves and assure people that 
this is a place of safety and a sanctuary 
for learning. 

I have asked people in my administration 
to travel around the country, to listen to 
folks at the State and local level to deter-
mine what lessons can be learned from the 
Virginia Tech horror. Margaret Spellings is 
going to be a part of this team, as is the 
Justice Department, Health and Human 
Services. We, of course, will provide what-
ever assistance we can to Virginia Tech, 
but we also want to be a part of a review 
of broader questions that have been raised. 

And so they’re going to travel the coun-
try. They’re going to talk with mental 
health experts and educators and State and 
local officials, and come back and summa-
rize what they have learned. And we’ll 
share the summaries of what they’ve 
learned, all in the hopes of learning lessons 
from a horrible moment. It was—it’s a 
tough time down there. 

I want to talk about schools, and I want 
to talk about educational excellence for 
every single child. And I want to emphasize 
that in my remarks, my hopes of the public 
school systems in every State and every 
community excel. That’s our goal. The pub-
lic school systems have provided great op-

portunities for a lot of Americans. One of 
the great assets of the United States of 
America is a public school system that 
works. 

I also believe that parental involvement 
is an important aspect of having a public 
school system that works, and I like the 
fact that charter schools encourage parental 
involvement. It’s a—I like to be able to 
sit with parents and say, I have chose 
school for my child—chosen the school for 
my child—I could use a little extra help. 
[Laughter] 

Isn’t that an interesting concept? ‘‘I 
made the choice to send my child here.’’ 
That has got a nice ring to it as far as 
I’m concerned. I appreciate the fact that 
the teachers involve the parents in the 
child’s education. There’s a lot of informa-
tion flows that take place between the par-
ent and the child, and the child and the 
teacher. I appreciate the fact that teachers 
give parents their cell phone numbers. I 
think that’s an important way to make sure 
parents are involved in the education of 
their children. 

I appreciate the fact that folks here set 
high standards. I know this isn’t all that 
profound, but when you set low standards, 
you get bad results. I used to call it the 
soft bigotry of low expectations. You kind 
of say, well, certain people can’t learn, 
therefore, let’s make sure the standards are 
low. This school challenges that soft bigotry 
and insists upon high standards. And guess 
what? That’s what parents want. Parents 
want their children challenged. Parents be-
lieve that high standards are good for their 
children. 

I appreciate the fact that people go to 
school here from 7:30 in the morning until 
5:45 in the afternoon. That’s innovation. 
That means somebody here is saying, ‘‘I’m 
going to adjust the time the children go 
to school so that we can achieve high stand-
ards.’’ I like the idea of schools having flexi-
bility to meet the needs of their parents 
and their children. Maybe some schools 
around the country couldn’t have that kind 
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of innovation because the rules and the 
process say, well, you can’t adjust that way. 
What I like are schools that focus on re-
sults, and then adjust the process to meet 
the results. 

I appreciate the fact that parents choose 
this school because it’s safe. That’s what 
parents want; they want safety for their 
children. I met with Vanessa Freeman. Her 
daughter, Krystal, goes to this school. She 
was struggling at her old school. The teach-
er said she was acting up in class in the 
old school. In other words, the parent, 
Vanessa, recognized there was a problem 
and—my mother probably got a few of 
those calls too—[laughter]—but, anyway, 
Vanessa transferred Krystal here to the 
Harlem Village Academy. She’s learning al-
gebra. She said her math teacher—her 
math teacher says she’s—her progress has 
given her goose bumps. 

In other words, something has changed 
here at this school. In other words, there 
is progress being made because the parent 
had an option to choose something dif-
ferent when the other school wasn’t work-
ing. It’s a powerful catalyst for reform, by 
the way, to give people those options. 
That’s why I’m a strong supporter of the 
charter school movement; I appreciate pro-
viding different options. 

I want you to know that it is a national 
objective, an important national goal to 
make sure every child realizes his or her 
full potential. And that is the whole philos-
ophy behind the No Child Left Behind Act. 
You know, when we put our mind to it, 
actually, Republicans and Democrats can 
work together; we did so to get this impor-
tant piece of legislation passed. 

The philosophy behind the bill is this: 
When the Federal Government spends 
money, we should expect results. And by 
the way, when the State spends money, 
it ought to expect results too. Instead of 
just spending money and hoping for the 
best, the core philosophy of the No Child 
Left Behind says: We’ll spend money, and 
we expect you to measure, and we expect 

you to post your scores, and we expect 
you to meet standards, because if you don’t, 
you’re failing in your obligation to educate 
every child. 

Now, if you believe certain children can’t 
learn, then you shouldn’t measure. In other 
words, if you think that, well, it’s just a 
hopeless exercise, let’s just move kids 
through the school system. Then that 
makes sense not to measure. Why would 
you? Why waste the time? I believe every 
child can learn, and, therefore, I believe 
every school should measure in return for 
Federal money, and then put the scores 
up early. 

I’ll tell you why: I want the parents to 
be involved with education. And one way 
you’re involved with education is, you’re 
able to compare the test scores of your 
school to your neighborhood school. It’s an 
interesting way to determine whether or 
not high standards are being met. In some 
cases, a parent will say, ‘‘This is the greatest 
school possible,’’ and yet when the test 
scores get posted, the reality comes home. 

Secondly, I don’t see how you can solve 
problems unless you measure problems. 
How do you know whether a child needs 
extra help in reading unless you measure? 
In other words, the accountability system 
is step one of a diagnostic process that ends 
up making sure that each child gets the 
help that’s needed to meet standards, high 
standards. And so the No Child Left Be-
hind Act—a simple way of describing it 
says, if you set high standards, we’ll give 
you money, but we expect you to meet 
those standards, and if not, there ought to 
be different options for the parents. 

I appreciate the results of this school. 
In other words, it’s interesting—isn’t it?— 
that the President can come and say, you’ve 
got good results here—because you meas-
ure. Teachers use the assessment to see 
what concepts students are mastering and 
which concepts ought to be continued and 
which concepts ought to be dropped. The 
data from this school that you—as a result 
of measurement, helps teachers tailor their 
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lesson plans to the specific needs of a child. 
Isn’t that interesting? Have the education 
system tailoring the needs to fit the—tailor 
the curriculum to fit the needs of the 
child? That may sound simple, but it’s an 
unusual concept for a lot of schools. 

The school has a rapid-response account-
ability system. In other words, you don’t 
measure once and just kind of hope for 
the best for the remainder of the year; you 
track student progress closely from week 
to week. When students struggle, they re-
ceive one-on-one tutoring during the school 
day; if a child struggles, there is extra help 
on a Saturday—hence, No Child Left Be-
hind. As opposed to the old system, where 
you just shuffled children through and hope 
for the best at the end, this school meas-
ures on a regular basis to make sure that 
we’re dealing not with guesswork, but with 
results. 

I appreciate the fact that this school 
opened in the fall of 2003. I want you 
to hear this statistic: During the first year, 
less than 20 percent of the fifth graders 
could meet State standards in math, only 
20 percent—[applause]—wait a minute; 
that’s nothing to applaud for. [Laughter] 
That’s, like, pitiful. Last year, 96 percent 
of the students—[applause]—from the 
same class were meeting State standards. 

One of the students was Kevin Smith. 
His mother says that when Kevin came to 
the Harlem Village Academy in 2003, he 
struggled. And now she says: ‘‘He can do 
it with his eyes closed.’’ That’s a math stu-
dent right there. [Laughter] Deborah 
Kenny says, ‘‘Our school proves that chil-
dren can achieve grade level, even when 
they start behind.’’ And that’s the spirit. 

We can see that No Child Left Behind 
is working nationwide. There’s an achieve-
ment gap in America that better be closed 
if we want America to remain the leader 
of the world. It is unacceptable to me, and 
it should be unacceptable to people across 
the country: we have an achievement gap 
in America. 

It’s amazing what happens, though, when 
you measure. The percentage of New York 
City fourth graders meeting State standards 
in reading has increased by more than 12 
percent over 5 years. The percentage of 
fourth graders doing math at grade level 
has increased by 19 points. Congratulations, 
Joel, for holding people to account. I know, 
people say: ‘‘I don’t like the test; you’re 
testing too much.’’ I don’t see how you 
can solve problems unless you diagnose the 
problems. I don’t see how you can met— 
high standards unless you test. 

I appreciate the fact that, nationwide, 9- 
year-olds have made more progress in 5 
years than in the previous 28 years com-
bined on these tests in reading. How about 
that? In other words, we’re beginning to 
make progress early. The pipeline is begin-
ning to be full of little readers that are 
competent readers. And the fundamental 
question is, what do we do in junior high 
and high school? Do we keep the progress 
going, or do we fall off when it comes 
to holding people to account? 

I believe strongly that we ought to bring 
the same standards to high school that 
we’ve had in elementary: one through 
eight—or three through eight. That’s what 
I believe. I believe if you want to make 
sure a high school diploma means some-
thing, you better have high accountability 
in high schools. We want the high school 
diploma to say, this person is ready to com-
pete in a world in which the graduates are 
going to be competing with Chinese or In-
dian workers. In other words, it matters 
what happens now in our schools, more 
so than ever before. 

And so part of the initiative to make 
sure that we continue to set high standards 
is to bring these standards to high school. 
I believe strongly that we ought to—the 
Federal Government has a role in expand-
ing Advanced Placement courses all across 
the United States of America. I’m a big 
believer in AP. I think AP holds people 
to account and challenges people to realize 
their full potential. 
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We’ve got an effort right now to encour-
age 30,000 math and science professionals 
to become part-time teachers. Why would 
you encourage math and science profes-
sionals? Because if you’ve got the capability 
of competing globally in math and science, 
you’re going to be getting a good job, is 
why. It’s a practical application of U.S. re-
sources to encourage 30,000 math and 
science professionals to enter classrooms to 
encourage people to be interested in math 
and science. 

You know, I met a math teacher here. 
The man went to Harvard; now, we’re not 
going to hold that against him, but never-
theless—[laughter]—he’s out there some-
where. [Laughter] He’s teaching math. He 
could have been doing a lot of things, and 
he’s teaching math right here at this impor-
tant charter school, because he understands 
the importance of teaching a child math, 
in terms of that child’s being able to find 
good work and be a productive citizen in 
this challenging 21st century. 

Here are some ways we can improve the 
No Child Left Behind Act. My funding re-
quest has money for underperforming 
schools, when you recognize there’s failure 
and these schools need help. I’m a strong 
believer in making sure that money follows 
children. And so when we find a child fail-
ing in meeting high standards, there ought 
to be extra tutorial money for that child. 
In other words, the measurement system 
not only helps determine who’s falling be-
hind, but it helps determine whether or 
not that child ought to get extra money 
now, early, before it’s too late. That’s been 
an integral part of No Child Left Behind. 
It’s going to be a significant part of No 
Child Left Behind as we go forward. 

I believe strongly that we’ve got to make 
sure that we—if a school just won’t change 
and continues to fail, that principals ought 
to be given additional staffing freedom. In 
other words, there ought to be flexibility— 
more flexibility as opposed to less flexibility 
when a school fails. 

I think we ought to empower mayors 
and other elected officials to take a more 
active hand in improving their schools. If 
you find failure, it’s important to do some-
thing differently. And one way to do so 
is to encourage more power in the hands 
of our mayors to break through bureau-
cratic logjams that are preventing people 
from achieving educational excellence. 

And we ought to make it easier for offi-
cials to reorganize failing schools into char-
ter schools. We just cannot allow the status 
quo to exist when we find failure. 

Another way we can help is to encourage 
our Nation’s best teachers to take jobs in 
some of the toughest neighborhoods. And 
so we proposed increasing the investment 
in the Teacher Incentive Fund to nearly 
$200 million next year. In other words, 
there’s a way for the Federal Government 
to encourage teachers to take on jobs that 
are important jobs and making sure that 
every child gets a good education with a 
good teacher. The fund rewards teachers 
who defy low expectations. It provides in-
centives for people to come into districts 
all around the United States to challenge 
that soft bigotry that I was talking about. 

Third, parents of students in underper-
forming schools must have better choices. 
You find your child stuck in a school that 
won’t teach and won’t change, you ought 
to have a different option. I can’t think 
of a better way to get somebody’s attention 
that we’re tired of mediocrity than to give 
a parent an option. I think there’s a bet-
ter—no better way to send a signal that 
folks are tired of mediocrity when it comes 
to our classrooms than say to a parent, you 
should have a different opportunity for your 
child, whether it be a charter school—[ap-
plause]—or a better performing public 
school. 

In Washington, DC, we did an inter-
esting—made an interesting initiative, and 
that is, is that we provided scholarship 
money for poor students to go to any 
school they wanted. I like that idea. I think 
it makes a lot of sense. You know, we have 
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Pell grants for poorer students to go to 
college. I think we ought to have Federal 
taxpayers’ money to go to poorer parents 
so they can choose a different type of 
school if they’re dissatisfied with the school 
their child is going to. And so I would 
strongly urge Congress to reauthorize and 
refund the D.C. School Choice Program 
and take a good look at our program that 
intends to expand that program. 

I do want to congratulate Governor 
Spitzer and Mayor Bloomberg for working 
with the Chancellor here to increase the 
number of charter schools here in New 
York. I appreciate the fact that they’re tak-
ing a bold initiative. As I understand, they 
want to double the number of charter 
schools available for the students here in 
New York, and that’s a good thing. You 
know, Margaret is going to help you, to 
the extent that she can. 

So now we’re in the process of rewriting 
this bill—reauthorizing it. Here’s my atti-
tude about this: One, Congress shouldn’t 
weaken the bill. It’s working. The No Child 
Left Behind Act is working. These test 
scores are on the rise. Accountability makes 
a significant difference in educational excel-
lence. 

And so therefore, when Republicans and 
Democrats take a look at this bill, I strongly 
urge them to not weaken the bill, not to 
backslide, not to say, accountability isn’t 
that important. It is important. We’ll work 
with the school districts on flexibility when 
it comes to the accountability system. And 
I mean that there are certain ways that 
we can make this—the accountability sys-
tem actually work better than it’s worked 
in the past. 

But we will not allow this good piece 
of legislation to be weakened. And if you’re 
a parent, you should insist that the No 
Child Left Behind Act remain a strong ac-
countability tool so that every child in this 
country gets a good education. I’ll reach 

out to both Republicans and Democrats 
again. Last time I signed the bill, I was 
on the stage with one of Charlie’s good 
friends and colleagues, Congressman 
George Miller from California, Ted Ken-
nedy, and two Republican colleagues of 
theirs. And it was—we worked well to-
gether. 

And so my pledge is that I will continue 
to reach out and work with the new leader-
ship of the Congress, all aimed at making 
sure this piece of legislation goes forward 
and making sure it’s funded, so that we 
can say, once again, we’ve got law in place 
that will enable us to give every child as 
good an education as possible so that not 
one child, not one, is left behind in our 
country. 

It’s such an honor to be here. I love 
coming to a place where people defy expec-
tations. I love coming to a place where 
you said, we’re going to try to do something 
in a different way, that the status quo is 
not acceptable, so here we go. I love being 
with educational entrepreneurs, good prin-
cipals, strong teachers, caring parents, and 
students who are going to be leading this 
Nation in the 21st century. 

God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2 p.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Deborah Kenny, 
founder and chief executive officer, Village 
Academies; Mateo Myers, student, and Justin 
Fong, math teacher and department chair, 
Harlem Village Academy Charter School; 
Joel I. Klein, chancellor, New York City De-
partment of Education; Mayor Michael R. 
Bloomberg of New York City; and Gov. Eliot 
Spitzer of New York. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of these remarks. The National 
Charter School Week proclamation of April 
27 is listed in Appendix D at the end of this 
volume. 
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* White House correction. 

Statement on the Interagency Task Force on Returning Global War on 
Terror Heroes 
April 24, 2007 

The brave men and women who have 
volunteered to protect and defend our 
country deserve to receive the highest level 
of support from our grateful Nation. Today 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs Jim Nicholson 
and members of the Interagency Task 
Force on Returning Global War on Terror 
Heroes released a governmentwide action 
plan that sets out steps to improve our care 
for America’s troops and veterans. 

The task force has proposed specific rec-
ommendations to immediately begin ad-
dressing the problems and gaps in services 
that were identified across the veterans and 
military healthcare systems. These rec-
ommendations include directing the De-
partment of Defense and the Department 

of Veterans Affairs to develop a joint proc-
ess for disability determination. Addition-
ally, I have asked Secretary Nicholson to 
communicate directly with the members of 
the Commission on Care for America’s Re-
turning Wounded Warriors to ensure that 
both groups exchange ideas and informa-
tion that will efficiently advance reform ef-
forts. 

I commend the work of the task force, 
welcome its recommendations, and have di-
rected Secretary Nicholson to work with 
all agencies involved on the recommenda-
tions and to report back to me within 45 
days on how these measures are being im-
plemented. 

Message on Armenian Remembrance Day 
April 24, 2007 

Each year on this day, we pause to re-
member the victims of one of the greatest 
tragedies of the 20th century, when as 
many as 1.5 million Armenians lost their 
lives in the final years of the Ottoman Em-
pire, many of them victims of mass killings 
and forced exile. I join my fellow Ameri-
cans and Armenian people around the 
world in commemorating this tragedy and 
honoring the memory of the innocent lives 
that were taken. The world must never for-
get this painful chapter of its history. 

All who cherish freedom and value the 
sanctity of human life look back on these 
horrific events in sorrow and disbelief. 
Many of those who survived were forced 
from their ancestral home and spread 
across the globe. Yet, in the midst of this 
terrible struggle, the world witnessed the 
indomitable spirit and character of the Ar-

menian people. Many of the brave survivors 
came to America, where they have pre-
served a deep connection with their history 
and culture. Generations of Armenians in 
the United States have enriched our coun-
try and inspired us with their courage and 
conviction. 

Today we remember the past and also 
look forward to a brighter future. We com-
mend the individuals in Armenia and Tur-
key who are working to normalize the rela-
tionship between their two counties [coun-
tries].* A sincere and open examination of 
the historic events of the late-Ottoman pe-
riod is an essential part of this process. 
The United States supports and encourages 
those in both countries who are working 
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